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has quickly become the
statistical product of choice.”
PC Magazine, October 22, 1996

“... if you have been looking
for a rapid and painless way
to perform statistical analysis
you need look no further.
Try StatView once, and you
will never look back.”
Computer Shopper, September 1996

StatView = easy stats. Seriously.
Abacus Concepts has been developing
best-selling, easy-to-use statistical
software for the Macintosh for over ten
years. Now available for Windows,
StatView is used by over 75,000
scientists and researchers worldwide.

Don't just take our word for it;
reviewers agree, too. And StatView has
received more awards from the
Macintosh press than any other statistics
package available—a six-time Macworld
World Class award winner, 1996 World
Class finalist, MacUser Editors’ Choice
award winner and 1995 Editors’ Choice
finalist.

Try StatView yourself. We think you
will agree—StatView really does mean
seriously easy statistics.

isit our website at
http://www.abacus.com

or call 1.800.666.STAT
for more information!
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StatView runs uynder Windows '95. Windows 3.1. Windows NT and is
available for Macintosh and Pows have transiated and student
versions of StatView and license, academic and guentity discounts.
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Career Options in Science

Floyd E. Bloom’s editorial “Future imper-
fect and tense” (14 Feb., p. 907) notes that
something is amiss in the job market for
new Ph.D. scientists and engineers seeking
to launch their careers. He refers to the
report of the AAAS Task Force on Ca-
reers for Young Scientists and particularly
to one of its recommendations—increased
investment in “Science’s Next Wave,” the
World Wide Web site that has given wide
exposure to career issues and also could be
used as a resource for faculty.

The Task Force report (1) also indicat-
ed new areas for AAAS action, including
the nomination of young scientists to the
AAAS Board; creation of a new AAAS
section to address the concerns of those in
transition to the workplace; and improved
collection, analysis, and sharing of timely
data on employment trends through great-
er support for the Commission on Profes-
sionals in Science and Technology
(CPST). A participating organization of
AAAS, CPST plays a pivotal role in pro-
moting professional society and other sur-
veys and in disseminating job information
(2). The AAAS Board of Directors
charged the Task Force with evaluating
data and AAAS activities that address the
concerns of young doctoral scientists pre-
paring for careers. The Task Force af-
firmed that federal agencies, professional
societies, and universities seldom include
the voices of young professionals in policy-
making and priority-setting. Career op-
tions for doctoral scientists seeking to con-
tribute in settings other than research-
intensive institutions must be cultivated
(3). Until the major decisions shaping our
nation’s science and technology enterprise
are reconsidered in this light, we continue
to risk those human resources who repre-
sent the future.

AAAS Ad Hoc Task Force on
Careers for Young Scientists*
AAAS Directorate for Science and
Policy Programs,

1200 New York Avenue, NW,
Washington, DC 20005, USA
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Birthrates: Russians Not Alone

Low birthrates are hardly unique to Russia
(“Tumbledown pyramid,” Random Sam-
ples, 14 Feb., p. 933). Recent estimates
(see “Social indicators” at http://www.
un.org/deptsfunsd) show equally low total
fertility rates of 1.2 births per woman in
Hong Kong and Spain and rates nearly as
low in Germany and Italy (1.3), Greece
(1.4), and Austria, Bulgaria, Slovenia, and
Romania (1.5). A “gloomy” assessment of
the future may be one explanation, as the
Population Reference Bureau hypothesiz-
es, but it appears that other factors must
certainly be at work.
Robert Johnston
Statistics Division,
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New York, NY 10017, USA
E-mail: johnstonr@un.org

Evidence for Linkage Disequilibrium
Between HLA-DRB1 Gene and
Multiple Sclerosis

In their Perspective “The future of genetic
studies of complex human diseases (13
Sept., p. 1516), Neil Risch and Kathleen
Merikangas emphasize that such studies
might benefit greatly from approaches based
on gametic disequilibrium. Recent genome
scans (1) and our own data on human leu-
kocyte antigen (HLA)-DRBI gene in pa-
tients with multiple sclerosis (MS) illustrate
the issue well.

Despite the large number of affected
sib-pair families investigated, the HLA re-
gion that is suspect from association stud-






