
Group Brands AIDS 
Trlals Unethical 

lies--the agency announced this week that it wll not proceed with 

mothers to their babies, do not 
offer the best known treatment- 
AZT-to all participants. Such ing studied by a panel advisinl 
trials would never pass ethical Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashi 
muster in the United States, says These include the 2007 launch FIRST (3.0 years) and Planck (1.5 mot0 on ways to streamline thc 
Public Citizen's Peter Lurie. The date of the 3- to 3.5-meter Far years) to 4.5 years each, the total bureaucracy. "There could bc 
group wants Secretary of Health Infrared Space Telescope for the dual mission. some good points [to greater in 
and Human Services Donna (FIRST) and the 2004 launch of dependence]," says Kimito Kubo 
Shalala to order that all partici- Planck, the rotating 15-meter mu- Anthropology Researdl an official in the Ministry or 
pants receive AZT and to launch ror of which will detect micro- Institute to Relocate Education, Science, Sports, and 
an investigation. wave background radiation. But The prominent Institute of Hu- Culture bureau that oversee , 

But PhillipNieburgoftheCen- at a symposium last week in Gre- man Origins (IHO) in Berkeley, the universities: I t  might m e w  !- 

ters for Disease Control and Pre- noble, France, ESAproposedcom- California, is pulling up stakes in for example, more leeway i~ , 
vention in Atlanta says the stud- bining the instruments for these July to form an alliance with Ari- spending funds and an end tc3 ,  
ies are ethical and are vital to ad- two missions on a spacecraft to be zona State University (ASU) in rules making it difficult to hin 
dressing the double standard that launched in 2005. At minimum, Tempe. Anthropologist Donald lab technicians. 
exists in AIDS worldwide. He this will save the cost of Planck's C. Johanson, IHO's founder and But Kubo quickly adds tha 
points out that an expert panel launch ($68 million). discoverer of the famed 3.2- there are worries that a 1996 plar ( , 
concluded in 1994 that because "It is a compromise, but so far, million-year-old "Lucy" skeleton to increase spending on scienci;. 
lengthy AZT therapy is not fea- [one] which will not harm the in Ethiopia, will remain director. may fall victim to efforts to reu ~ 

sible for pregnant women indevel- main scientific goals of the two ASU will pay institute person- in the government's $2 trillior 
opingnations, placebo-controlled missions," says Michael Rowan- nel and operating costs of about debt. Indeed, a separate commie: 
trials were the best way to rapidly Robinson, an astronomer at $285,000 a year, and Johanson tee looking at the country's fi *: 
assess alternative treatments. London's Imperial College. But and two of IHO's four other sci- nancial situation last week bluntly 

Lurie concedes that "hundreds entists will teach in A W s  an- told the head of the Science an? 
of people knew about" these stud- 2 thropology department. Johanson Technology Agency (STAX 
ies-indeed, Science wrote about says IHO's scientists were at- which oversees many big sciencc _ 
them 20 months ago (4 August tracted by "an irresistible opporm- programs, that the government's 
1995, p. 624). But, he says, "no nityl' to teach "with world-class plan to increase R&D spending 
one has complained" until now. colleagues" while continuing their dramatically each year througf 

fieldwork. The move, announced 2000 (Science, 28 June 1996, p 
Europe Double$ Up to - r last week, may also bring a wel- 1868) will not be "a sanctuary. . 
Save Space Scitwm come measure of financial sta- A series of accidents and cover 

The European Space Agency bility. In 1994, in a bitter dispute ups this spring at several STA = 

(ESA) has come up with an origi- , ) that wound up in court, the 16- affiliated experimental nuclear 
nal solution to ease its space sci- year-old IHO broke with its ma- power facilities is also casting : 
ence program's money problems: r terials dating group, now the shadow over the agency's big sci 
It hopes to combine two astro- 
nomy missions by arranging their 

are expected this autumn. 




