
Location, location money (a factor of 10 over the accelerator 
and a factor of 5 over the reactor), but there 

A Of letters places exotic crabs would be essentially no environmental im- 
(above) in their home phylum. Buying pact in the United States-none in the 
tritium from the Russians (instead Of construction, operation, or disposal of the 
producing it in the United States) is facility years from now. said (again) to be an advantageous 
suggestion. Ernest Rutherford is The Russians have a surplus of tritium, 

placed at Cambridge University, dis- and their reactors that produce the material 

covering the nucleus of the atom. And must keep running because of their need for 

the "biogeography and politics,, of en- power production. It's too bad the U.S. 

dangered species are discussed. Department of Energy can't understand the 
advantages to such a suggestion. 
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Concerning the Random Samples item 
"Green crabs advance n o r t h  (11 Apr., p. 
203), how the crabs got from California to 
Oregon is less problematic than how they 
got from Arthropoda to Mollusca. 
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David M. Hillis's comments about the ren- 
aissance of phylogenetic approaches in bi- 
ology (Perspectives, 11 Apr., p. 218) are 
most interesting. Has Science taken the 
lead, identifing European green crabs as 
mollusks instead of arthropods? 
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Rutherford's Contribution 

In the 14 March article "The weighty 
matter of names" by Erik Stokstad (News 
& Comment, p. 1570), the discovery of 
the atom is attributed to physicist Ernest 
Rutherford. The discovery of the atomic 
nature of matter was not a single event, 
but rather the result of years of accumu- 
lated evidence. Rutherford's contribution 
was the discovery that atoms contain a 
positively charged nucleus much smaller 
than the actual atom. Rutherford was not 
an Oxford physicist, as stated in the arti- 
cle. He worked in the Cavendish Labora- 
tory at Cambridge University. 
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No wonder those crabs are green. Someone rn 
has turned them into mollusks! Next we 
will learn that Lassie is a goldfish and Flip- Endangered Species ''Hot Spots" 
per is an eggplant. 

John K. Pope The biogeography and politics of species 
Department of Geology, Miami University, protection are inexorably linked, as evi- 

Oxford, O H  45056, USA denced by the report "Geographic distribu- 
E-mail: jkpope@miawxl.acs.muohio.edu tion of endangered species in the United 

SOLVENT-BASED 
.......... SEPARATIONS I N  A .......... 

96-WELL FORMAT! 

i The Drug 
i Discoverv i 
i Tool ~ h a t ~ s  
i Hard To i 

Resist! 

~ultikr&n@ Resist plates 
i make high throughput screening for drug i 
i discovery quicker and easier. These i 

unique 96-well plates are resistant to 
strong sobents which are critical to clew- 
ing products from combinatorial beads. 
MultiScreen Resist plates offer: 

High recoveries 

Excellent incubation capabilities 

A choice of filtrate receiver plates 

High bead visibility 

A single inert filter for aqueous or 
hydrophobic chemicals 

For solvent compatibility, low extracta- 
bles, and water wettability, the 
MultiScreen Resist plates use a propri- 
etary hydrophilic, low-binding PTFE 
membrane, available in several con- 
venient pore sizes; 1 pm or 5 pm pore 
sizes for retained particles larger than 
10 pm, or 0.4 pm for smaller particles. 

i Call or fax for more information. i 
U.S. and Canada, 

call Technical Services: 
i 1 -800-MILLIPORE (645-5476). i 
i In Japan, call: (03) 5442-9716; i 
i in Asia, call: (852) 2803-91 1 1 ;  i 
i in Europe, fax: +333.88.38.91.95 i 
I Circle No. 2 on Readers' Senrice Card I 

MILLIPORE 
i www.millipore.com/multiscreen i 
i e-mail: tech~service@millipore.com i 
..................................................... 




