
lion suffer congestive heart failure, and this 
disease remains the nation's number-one killer. 

Breslow plans to argue in testimony to 
Porter's panel this week that heart-related 
research suffered "a serious shortfall" at 
NHLBI and the National Institute of Neu- 
rological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) 
during the decade when the AIDS budget 
grew rapidly. The AHA claims that while 
funding for NIH overall has increased 35.9% 
in constant dollars since 1986, the heart 
program at NHLBI and NINDS declined 
5.5%. Breslow is planning to ask that 
NHLBI's budget be raised from $1.4 billion in 
1997 to $1.65 billion in 1998. Asked if AHA 
is targeting the AIDS set-aside, Breslow says, 
"We're not trying to take anything away from 
other diseases." But he insists: "We are very 
upset that we have been neglected . . . and 
we're not going to take it anymore." 

The AHA isn't the only group singing the 
blues. The JDF is arguing that diabetes re- 
search, too, has been overlooked. The JDF is 

pushing for special increases for the institute 
that chiefly funds its area-the National In- 
stitute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney 
Diseases (NIDDK). It is using a different tac- 
tic, however-that of an eager partner de- 
manding more attention. The JDF is unusual 
in that it plans to donate $67 million over a 
decade to projects that are peer reviewed, co- 
selected, and co-funded by NIH. 

On 1 April, JDF hired Robert Goldstein, 
an extramural research director for immu- 
nology at the National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases, to be its own direc- 
tor of research. He is teaming up with the 
management firm of McKinsey & Co. to 
conduct a review of diabetes funding and 
develop a strategic plan for diabetes. JDF of- 
ficials say NIDDK funding has grown only 
53% in a 10-year period when overall NIH 
funding has increased 97%. And Goldstein 
says that when parents of a child with diabe- 
tes see these numbers, they ask, "Why isn't 
my child just as important" as other patients. 

The JDF wants to increase funding for NIH 
by 9%, for NIDDK by 12%, and for diabetes 
research by 15%. Advocates have already 
prepared draft legislation to mandate a na- 
tional diabetes research plan. 

Another targeted bill-the Morris K. Udall 
Parkinson's Research and Education Act- 
was introduced into Congress last week. It 
would authorize NIH to s ~ e n d  $100 million 
on Parkinson's research i ~ 1 ~ ' n o w  spends 
about $32 million) and create 10 s~ecial cen- 
ters around the country for collaborative re- 
search. More than 100 members of the House 
and 34 senators are co-sponsors. 

And it's not just the arguably neglected 
who are out campaigning. On 8 April, the 
National Breast Cancer Coalition, which has 
helped nudge hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars' worth of earmarks through Congress, 
announced that it is forming a political 
action committee. The purpose, says coali- 
tion  resident Fran Visco. a Philadel~hia 
attorney, is to do "electioneering"-such as 
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