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and E;O major && universities, 

Illinois, San Dic - 3 Centers The San Diego center, led by Sid Karin 
and officially titled the National Parmer- 

Win RemweCI NSF Fundina ship for Advanced Computational Infra- 
structure (NPACI), will cater to hieh-end 

V users in such areas as digital librarks and 
the manipulation of large data sets. Medi- 

The National Science Foundation (NSF) asked the White House for waivers so that cal researchers, among others, will benefit 
hasdecidedtoconcentrateits$65-millim-a- two members with apparent c& could from San Diego's strengths in biolagy and 
year supercomputing program at two utaiver- vote-cii i tot  Neal Lane, kmwrly d Rice chemistry. "For example, you can generate 
siq-Umeg2lcentemandmpboutsup- University, and board president R i c M  a petabyte of dam [1015] with the latee 
port for two other centers. Last w&s an- Zare of Stanford. But the request waseah ap- brain-imaging techniques," says Peter Tay- 
mun-t gives the winning & proved until just 2 hours before the crnd of lor, NPACI's associate director for science. 
the existing supercoinpuring centers at h e  the b o d s  3-day meeting. E m  wiah.the "Although just s t o m  it is a challe*, our 
Univeisity of Illinois aad the University of waivers, the board was so depleted that it goal is to &ve mur~%~imtks  and other non- 
California, San Diego, which d up with had to act though its five- 
dozens of regional -- leg up in the member executive d t -  
race to dewlop the n a a  jpmatkm of high- 
end computing hadwm rrnd applications 
far U.S. resem&m. But ofii& s the two 

tions and national 
l a b o r a t e  Gene1 

Not i n d d  among 
the partners are the 

Come11 and Pitrsbwgh 
centers, both of which ex- 

llmmed their "**me 
- h i t r s  decision. A panel re- * the six PAC1 applka- 

tbmhadmgedNSFtotnilke 
the Pittsburgh center pmt d 

provide access to s u p e r a n  for re- Each new center is schiddd to receive hw P0st-G-, &%hat d x y k ~ e  de- 
searchers around the G C M R ~ ~ .  That mission $29 million in rhe first beghmhg 1 cided to p their oapn w y  &being &Id that 
has largely been amomplkM, a m &  to October, and up to $8170 million ma 5 ,  NSF could rot &kid to keep bsthi w a m ~  
a 1995 report from an outside task h e ,  years. That is wwsal nrilii running. NSE never off& to mend Mp 
which said that the next challenge, in a&- mually than &ha8 to the Caw11 center, saps dbxtor W V ~  
tim to providii gteater computing power, NSF expects to -vide mly half of 
is to find ways to nwqdate and distribute center's wmI1 budget. Later &is man& discussions 
awsiw electronic databaaeg and broad- NSF will negwise such details as the wles m p p m h g  
access to such t e c w e s .  "Our goal was to for regional prtmzs and how the mega- N m  
&eye high-- nemocking, more c e n m  will adjw m the fiscaf cmtraintg. decision at a 
distdlaed dazricoktion, and new sdtware The Pittsburgh a d  &me11 centers will re- erlee k3nnmitr- two members o i 4 ~  ex- 
&IP pasaltel computatim," sap Paul Young, a ceive $I I million each for qxrating costs 
f d e r  senior I\ISF okial; wko wenaw the but not new equipment. 
PAC3 cotqaiti~n. "The E-M prapos- The Iltinok center, farmally h as the 
als -end our vision beyond what we had National 
even hoped h." of terminatingapre 

Although the winning entries had been techdogies custmaid tn &a n d  dn- gram in hi state. In a 20 Mar& lea= to 
an open secret for weeks (Science, 7 M d ,  ~~, pa~ieuhrb in the &psid and Lane, Specter noted that NSFs budget 
p. 1412), rhe fonnd decision was nearly de- c~mpUM2ioRal m. Ykienrisa will b- in 1997 "at a b e  when SQ mamy f& 
layedbyaproceQlral&&.TheNational finewha~$n;ottbm,andcomplterscien- a g e n c i w f a c e d ~ ~ ~ N S  
Science Board, NSFsw&&t bodp, lacked tists win comeupwith answers, wlitchLwill b needs dl the &d it am get. 
a quorum because +t members no&d & by the scientks))) exphiins NCSPh's Bur d d t  eqwct PJSF to back away 
lagt summer are still awaiting Sense am- director, larry Snant. At the same time, scqs its decisiotr, 2sm s~ys be Wieves the MS 
h t i m  and several sitting members had b9 the cpnt-erdll acquite new a d  b r  action was %, w, and based on peer- 
recused themselves - oftfa to d v e r -  hardware that can serve an etimaued 50?$ based meit teview."An$ even the lorrcns say 
sides in the competition (Sckme, 8 Nuvem- mm t& The new cen5er"sprincipal they hare no plans to appeal. 
ber 1996, p. 907). In late Feb~afy, PlESF parmsrs include phsmweurica1 maker Eli -Jw 




