
Rabbit Control in New Zealand 

In view of the conflicting scientific views 
relating to rabbit viral hemorrhagic disease 
(RHD) [or rabbit calicivirus disease (RCD), as 
it is called in Australia and New Zealand] and 
the general lack of sound data relating to the 
virus (it has not been successfully grown in 
cell culture), the so-called "scientific testing" 
program conducted by the Australians for the 
purpose of detecting cross species transmission 
(D. Drollette, News & Comment, 10 Jan., p. 
154) is highly suspect. 

Fortunately, the New Zealand Depart- 
ment of Agriculture has instituted a further 
discussion period and is requiring interested 
parties to put forward their views. It is 
important that discussions are based on 
sound science, with the least possible bias. 
It is hoped that wise counsel in New Zea 
land will decide to not introduce the dis- 
ease, but to watch the Australian experi- 
ment with interest for the next 10 years. At 
the end of that time, perhaps claims can be 
made with some degree of certainty, on the 
basis of scientific fact. 

Trevor H. Duston 
Director, 

Rabbit Harvesting New Zealand, 
Post Office Box 36-101 , 

Christchurch, New Zealand 

Drolette states that "most scientists do not see 
any drawbacks to the use of RHD." This 
ignores the concerns expressed by intema- 
tional experts and the strong opposition ex- 
pressed by many New Zealand scientists, in- 
cluding the New Zealand Association of Sci- 
entists. In his submission to the decision- 
making process, the president of the latter 
association, C. H. Sissons, states 

The reason for Association concern is that we 
believe that the application to import RCD virus 
preparations and use them as a biocontrol agent 
promotes premature action . . . where scientific 
knowledge for necessary safety and effectiveness is 
lacking and the controversial and compromising 
process of evaluating it threatens the credibility of 
all scientific input into crucial issues. 

He warns 

The liability which [the New Zealand] Govern- 
ment faces from possible catastrophic conse- 
quences of unknown risk level if it authorises an 
ill-defined, exotic lethal virus in the face of 
strong opposition and warnings, may be extreme- 
ly high.. . . 

Yvonne van Roy 
Commercial Laev Group, 

Faculty of Commerce and Administration, 
Victoria University, 

Post Office Box 600, 
Wellington, New Zealand 

Curing Rat Glioblastoma: 
lmmunotherapy or Graft 

Rejection? 

It has been reported by J. Trojan et al. (1 
Jan. 1993, p. 94) ( I )  that antisense insulin- 
like growth factor I (IGF-I) messenger 
RNA induces curative immunotherapy of 
glioblastoma (I) .  We have determined the 
haplotypes of the glioma cell line and of the 
recipient rat strain used in this study (2). 
We found that they were not syngeneic, as 
stated by Trojan et al. Instead, all major 
histocompatibility (MHC) antigens that we 
tested (MHC I and 11) were mismatched. 
Because MHC expression is up-regulated by 
antisense IGF-I in C6 cells (3), this mis- 
match may be a key to understanding the 
unknown mechanism that underlies this 
unexpected case of tumor rejection. 

Andreas S. Beutler 
Department of Neurosurgery (Research), 

University Hospital Ziirich, 
Ramistrasse 1 00, 

CH-8091 Ziirich, Switzerland 
E-mail: abeutMnch.unizh.ch 

Michaela S. Banck 
Department of lnternal Medicine, 

University Hospital Ziirich 
Adriano Aguzzi 

Department of Neuropathology , 
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University Hospital Ziirich 
Dirk Wedekind 

Hans J. Hedrich 
Institute for Laboratory Animal Science, 

Hannover Medical School, 
Konsranty-Gutschow-Strasse 8, 
D-30623 Hannover, Germuny 
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Response: Beutler et al. are correct that the 
actual strain used in our experiments was 
BDIX and that neither BDX nor BDIX ( I  ) 
rat strains share the MHC haplotype of 
C6 cells. In light of this, the C6 cell/BDIX 
rat system must be regarded as allogeneic. 
These data were unavailable at the time 
of our experiments and do not funda- 
mentally change the main conclusion of 
our paper, namely, that antisense suppres- 
sion of IGF-I in C6 cells increases their 
immunogenicity. 

Joseph Ilan 

Institute of Pathology, 
Case Western Reserve University 

School of Medicine, 
Ckveland, OH 441 06-4943, USA 

References 

1 . K. Bender et a/. , J. k p .  Anim. Sci. 36, 151 (I 994). 

Corrections and Clarifications 

The Brookhaven Protein Data Bank accession num- 
ber 1FT1 was inadvertently omitted from note 45 
(p. 1804) of the report "Crystal structure of pro- 
tein famesyltransferase at 2.25 angstrom resolu- 
tion" by H.-W. Park e t  al. (21 Mar., p. 1800). 

In the Table of Contents for the issue of 28 February 
(p. 1234), the title of the letter by N. N. Yang et 
al. should have read "Correction: Raloxifene Re- 
sponse Needs More Than an Element." 

In figure 3 on page 379 of the report "Kinetic 
measurement of the step size of DNA unwind- 
ing by Eschench coli UvrD helicase" by J. A. 
Ali and T. M. Lohman (17 Jan., p. 377), the 
label of the abscissa was removed. It should 
have read, "Time (s)". 

The response by S.]. Clemett and R. N. Zare (20 
Dec., p. 2122) to the technical comments under 
the title "Evaluating the evidence for past life on 
Mars" (20 Dec., p. 21 19) should not have includ- 

ed (in the last paragraph, p. 2123) reference to 
unpublished correspondence by Simoneit and 
Hites and by Requejo and Sassen. 

In figure 4 on page 1119 of the article "Diversity and 
pattern in the developing spinal cord" by Y. 
Tanabe and T. M. Jessell (15 Nov., p. 1115), the 
label "MCC," in blue (at far left) was incorrect due 
to an editing error. It should have read, "MCC,". 

In note 25 (p. 1173) of the report "Regulation of T 
cell receptor signaling by tryosine phosphatase 
SYP association with CTLA-4" by L. E. M. 
Marengere e t  al. (24 May 1996, p. 1170), thanks 
should have been given to T. Pawson for contrib- 
uting key reagents, developed in his laboratory. 

Letters to the Editor 

Letters may be submitted by e-mail 
(at science-letters@aaas.org), fax (202- 
789-4669), or regular mail (Science, 1200 
New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 
20005, USA). Letters are not routinely 
acknowledged. Full addresses, signa- 
tures, and daytime phone numbers 
should be included. Letters should be 
brief (300 words or less) and may be 
edited for reasons of clarity or space. 
They may appear in print and/or on the 
World Wide Web. Letter writers are not 
consulted before publication. 

Transgenic and Gene "Knock-out" Model Development 
Model Generation from Vector Design Through Model Characterization 
Gene "Knock-out" and "Knock-in using Homologous Recombination in ES cells 
Licensee for U.S. Patent #5,464,764, Positive/Negative Selection Methods and Vectors 
DNX is the exclusive commercial licensee for U.S. Patent #4,873,191, DNA Zygote Microinjection 

Transgenic and Chimeric Rodent Production Services 
Transgenic Mouse and Rat Production by Pronuclear Microinjection 
Chimeric Mouse Production by Blastocyst Injection or Morula Aggregation 
Animal Housing, Breeding, Genotyping and Other Experimental Services 
Gene Expression Analysis 

D N X  T~.ansgenic Models Available: DNX Transgenics (609) 520-0300 - Phone 
303B College Rd. East (609) 520-9864 - Fax 

Cholesterol Metabolism: Inflammation: Princeton, NJ 08540 dnxrh@aol.com - emmail 
CETP TNFa 

ApoB 100 sPLA2 Visit us on the Web! 
CETPIApoB 100 TNFaIsPLA2 WWW - http://www.dnxtran~.com 

Circle No. 9 on Readers' Service Card 

http://www.sciencemag.org SCIENCE VOL. 276 4 APRIL 1997 




