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living in the United States are over- 
weight, and one-third are clinically obese. 
It is difficult to see how alterations in 
one or two peptide-containing hypotha- 
lamic networks alone could cause a prob- 
lem of such magnitude. 
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them for their important suggestions. The 
observations that we described in our reDort 
(1) are the initial findings of an ongoing 
studv in which established. stable cell lines. 
altered genetically by chimeric oligonucle- 
otides, are now being grown out. For all 
efforts, numerous controls are performed to 
eliminate alternative explanations, such as 
polymerase chain reaction artifacts, as the 
basis for the observations. A number of 
avenues of investigation opened by our ob- 
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Letters may be submitted by e-mail 
(at science-letters@aaas.org), fax (202- 
789-4669), or regular mail (Science, 
1200 New York Avenue, NW, Washing- 
ton, DC 20005, USA). Letters are not 
routinely acknowledged. Full addresses, 
signatures, and daytime phone numbers 
should be included. Letters should be 
brief (300 words or less) and may be 
edited for reasons of clarity or space. 
They may appear in print and/or on the 
World Wide Web. Letter writers are not 
consulted before publication. 
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The Cause of Obesity 

According to Trisha Gura (Research 
News, 7 Feb., p. 751), half of the people 

Corrections and Clarifications 

Figures 2A and B (p. 544) in the report "Still life, a protein in synaptic terminals of Drosophila 
homologous to GDP-GTP exchangers" by M. Sone et al. (24 Jan., p. 543) were incorrectly 
printed, such that the right edge and the label "A" were missing. The correct figure appears 1 I 
below. I I 
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