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Restraint has a profound impact, even
in rats that have been extensively trained,
as demonstrated by group mean BP
and HR from six SHR. Rats placed in
restrainers for 30 minutes at asterisk.

From the Implantable
Telemetry Leader

D> Eliminate stress artifact from
restraints, tethers, and jackets

P Chronic or acute measurements
of arterial and pulmonary
pressures, EEG, ECG and temp.

P Proven technology - more than
200 peer-reviewed publications

P> Tens of thousands of animals
monitored

> Higher-quality data with fewer

animals

| Get the reprint
“Application of
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with making a science career attractive, as
the future of American science depends
entirely on the talent of the individuals
brought into science careers. The AAAS,
in advocating accuracy in research arti-
cles, should start with the question of who
was responsible for what in the papers
published. I urge Science to try a year-long
experiment to implement the suggestions
made by Benjamin White and Jonathan
Knight in their letters of 24 January (p.
461).
J. J. Hopfield*
Professor of Chemistry and Biology, Emeritus,
Cdlifornia Institute of Technology,
Pasadena, CA 91125, USA

*Current address: 504 East 63rd Street, Apt. 31L, New
York, NY 10021, USA. E-mail: john@hope.caltech.edu
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Asbestos Removal

Readers of the Random Samples item
“Deasbestosization” (13 Dec., p. 1845)
about asbestos removal in Europe might be
interested to know the following.
® Hundreds of buildings have already been
decontaminated in England, Germany, and
Switzerland, for example.
® A thorough investigation was carried
out on the buildings of the Jussieu campus
of Paris University by the Bureau de Re-
cherches Géologiques et Miniéres (France),
Fibrecount (Belgium), and Eurotec (Ger-
many). They estimated that in most of the
buildings risk exposure to asbestos was high,
and they recommended a “global, rapid, and
massive operation of removal of asbestos in
the whole building”; they also proposed a
plan of decontamination. The only major
problem was the cost of the operation, and
this has been settled by the French Ministry
of Education and Research.
® The medical health expert quoted in the
piece as opposing asbestos removal at the
Jussieu campus is Etienne Fournier, a toxi-
cologist well known in France because of
his involvement with the asbestos industry.
® The National Institute for Health and
Medical Research (INSERM) estimates the
incidence of asbestos-related cancer to be
more than 2000 workers per year in France,
but less than 80 workers (or their families
after their death) receive any compensation.
Marc Hindry
Department of Mathematics,
Université de Denis Diderot,
F-75251 Paris Cedex, France

Whatever the merits of the argument that
“health risks from undisturbed asbestos are
exaggerated,” it is absurdly irrelevant to
the situation at Jussieu. Asbestos dust has
been filtering through the holes in ceiling

panels since the building was completed in
the late 1960s. A room-by-room analysis
conducted last year found dangerous
amounts of asbestos throughout the cam-
pus. Specialists who measured campus
contamination during maintenance activ-
ities actually repeated their measurements,
assuming that the high measurements
were a result of instrument malfunction.
My own office was one of many found to
present an urgent health problem, requir-
ing immediate attention. Fournier’s re-
port, the scientific source mentioned in
your article as opposing the removal, was
published well after measurements of con-
tamination at Jussieu were made public
last November.

As of this writing, 27 Jussieu employees
have been diagnosed with asbestos-related
illness, and four have died.

Michael Harris

Department of Mathematics,
Université de Paris 7,

75251 Paris Cedex 05, France

Recombinant DNA Technique
and Sickle Cell Anemia Research

The data presented in the report by Allyson
Cole-Strauss et al. (6 Sept., p. 1386) infer a
remarkable phenomenon: 50 to 80% of mu-
tant, BS-globin loci in a population of B
cells were converted to wild-type alleles
after exposure of those cells to oligonucle-
otides containing wild-type, B*, sequences.
This represents an absolute recombination
frequency (recombinant cells/exposed cells)
that is three to six orders of magnitude
higher than that normally seen in cultured
mammalian cells (1).

These data were published without the
clonal isolation of a single recombinant cell
line. Gene conversion was assayed on
pooled-cell extracts containing a mixture of
reagent oligonucleotides and chromosomal
DNA in which the wild-type/mutant se-
quence ratio approached 108/1. Under such
conditions, the potential for assay artifact
should be considered, yet neither a zero
time point nor an end point, in the form of
cloned cells, was performed.

The implications of this data should de-
mand the utmost in experimental control.

Kirk R. Thomas

Mario R. Capecchi

Howard Hughes Medical Institute,
University of Utah,

Salt Lake City, UT 84112, USA
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Response: We appreciate the timely com-
ments of Thomas and Capecchi and thank
them for their important suggestions. The
observations that we described in our report
(1) are the initial findings of an ongoing
study in which established, stable cell lines,
altered genetically by chimeric oligonucle-
otides, are now being grown out. For all
efforts, numerous controls are performed to
eliminate alternative explanations, such as
polymerase chain reaction artifacts, as the
basis for the observations. A number of
avenues of investigation opened by our ob-
servations are currently being pursued.
Eric B. Kmiec
Kimmel Cancer Center,
Thomas Jefferson University,
Philadelphia, PA 19107, USA
E-mail: kmiec@lac.jci.tju.edu
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The Cause of Obesity

According to Trisha Gura (Research
News, 7 Feb., p. 751), half of the people

living in the United States are over-

weight, and one-third are clinically obese.

It is difficult to see how alterations in

one or two peptide-containing hypotha-

lamic networks alone could cause a prob-
lem of such magnitude.

Per Sodersten

Karolinska Institute,

Department of Clinical Neuroscience,

Novum,

S-141 57 Huddinge, Sweden

E-mail: per.sodersten@cnsf.ki.se

Letters to the Editor

Letters may be submitted by e-mail
(at science_letters@aaas.org), fax (202-
789-4669), or regular mail (Science,
1200 New York Avenue, NW, Washing-
ton, DC 20005, USA). Letters are not
routinely acknowledged. Full addresses,
signatures, and daytime phone numbers
should be included. Letters should be
brief (300 words or less) and may be
edited for reasons of clarity or space.
They may appear in print and/or on the
World Wide Web. Letter writers are not
consulted before publication.

Corrections and Clarifications

Figures 2A and B (p. 544) in the report “Still life, a protein in synaptic terminals of Drosophila
homologous to GDP-GTP exchangers” by M. Sone et al. (24 Jan., p. 543) were incorrectly
printed, such that the right edge and the label “A” were missing. The correct figure appears

below.
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has quickly become the
statistical product of choice.”
PC Magazine, October 22, 1996

“... if you have been looking
for a rapid and painless way
to perform statistical analysis
you need look no further.
Try StatView once, and you
will never look back.”
Computer Shopper, September 1996

StatView = easy stats. Seriously.
Abacus Concepts has been developing
best-selling, easy-to-use statistical
software for the Macintosh for over ten
years. Now available for Windows,
StatView is used by over 75,000
scientists and researchers worldwide.

Don't just take our word for it;
Teviewers agree, too. And StatView has
received more awards from the
Macintosh press than any other statistics
package available—a six-time Macworld
World Class award winner, 1996 World
Class finalist, MacUser Editors’ Choice
award winner and 1995 Editors” Choice
finalist.

Try StatView yourself. We think you
will agree—StatView really does mean
seriously easy statistics.

isit our website at
http://www.abacus.com
or call 1.800.666.STAT
for more information!
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