More recent numerical analyses (2) have
arrived at volcanic probabilities that are
different from the estimates obtained in
DOE’s study. DOE’s panel of experts ar-
rived at an aggregate mean that is essen-
tially the same as the minimum reported
in the recent literature, and some esti-
mates by individual members of the expert
panel are one to two orders of magnitude
lower. Because volcanism has a low proba-
bility, but is potentially a high-consequence
event, such differences may affect estimated
risk (3). Although a factor of 10 difference in
probability is often of little concern in risk
assessments, environmental standards for the
proposed geologic repository have not, to
date, required consideration of potentially
disruptive events with probabilities less than
10~ in 10* years.
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Risks in Collaboration?

If fraudulent work is published (Letters, 3
Jan., p. 14), all co-authors must take some
measure of responsibility, not for the
fraudulent acts, but because author re-
sponsibility is implicit in the process of
scientific publishing. Risks of fraud in col-
laborations outlined by the correspon-
dents should not reduce collaboration:
surely they should strengthen collabora-
tion by reminding us to understand that
which is attributed to us. Nor should they
require the banning of all but single-au-
thor papers: collaboration often strength-
ens work because it requires frequent and
critical discussion of all facets of the prob-
lem. Nor should they limit the number of
authors: all significant contributors must

receive recognition and take the responsi-

bilities of authorship. Nor should they be

comparable to acts of individuals in a mar-

riage that are not inherently essential to
the relationship.
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Funding Sequencing Efforts

In “Life with 6000 genes” (Articles, 25
Oct., p. 546), André Goffeau et al. note
that, despite the potential gain of sequenc-
ing a number of human pathogenic organ-
isms, only limited funds have been made
available for such projects. The Burroughs
Wellcome Fund and the National Institute
of Dental Research, part of the National
Institutes of Health (NIH), have recently
co-funded a project at Stanford University
to use “sample-sequencing” to identify genes
in Candida albicans, a major pathogenic fun-
gus. The researchers’ strategy will reveal at
least a portion of about 95% of all Candida
genes that can be identified by their simi-
larity to genes in other species. Information
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The Hoefer Automated Gel Stainer gives you eight pre-programmed
protocols for standard silver and Coomassie blue staining—all of which can be
modified to your specific needs. What's more, you can design up to 20
protocols of your own and save any of them on a removable “smart
key"—keep the key to protect your protocol and simplify your start-up
times in the future.

Together with our PlusOne Silver Staining Kits and Coomassie tablets,
Pharmacia Biotech can provide you with everything for staining
electrophoresis gels automatically. Call us: | (800) 526 3593 from the USA;
+81 (0)3 3492 6949 from Japan; or +46 (0)18 16 50 | | from Europe and

the rest of the world.

Or visit us on the Internet at http://www.biotech.pharmacia.se.
Ask for a free brochure; it details how you can save hours at the bench and

Are you spending hours at the bench staining gels? You don't have to anymore. Now you can
push a few buttons, walk away and return to reproducible staining results.

Hoefer Automated ce1 Stainer:
the entire staining process is now automated

The new Hoefer Automated Gel Stainer makes it happen. It automates reagent delivery and
development times to stain your DNA and protein gels reproducibly. It significantly reduces
reagent consumption and maximizes mixing while handling your gels with a gentle rocking

*“Manual staining

is an obsolete concept.

It exists no more,”
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New York, NY.
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