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Mixed Reviews 
the plan's "no surprises" clause. 
This provision guarantees that 
once a deal is struck, the fed- 
eral government cannot come 

tious new plan for preserving biodiversity. back and require the state to 
spend more money on preserv- 
ing habitat, even if additional 
species become threatened or 
already-included species fail to 

land managed by the Washingeon state De- vest of 655 million thrive. "That clause could be 
partment of Natural Rmurces. Said Secre- board feet]." ' dangerously inflexible," con- 
tary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt a t  the sign- Other &tics - tends Tim Cullinan, staff sci- 
ing ceremony, "We are creating a conserva- question the plan's. entist at the Washington field 
tion mosaic across Washington's magnifi- ecological under- office of the National Audubon 
cent forests that will lead to survival, indeed, pinnings. Although Society in Olympia. 
recovery, of aquatic species and wildlife now it is supposed to pro- All ecosystems change over 
endangered or in peril, while offering long- t e a  over 285 spe- time, whether as a result of hur- 
term certainty for rural timber economies." cies, from the grizzly ricmes, fires, disease outbreaks, 

Based on recommendations from a scien- 
tific team from the US. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the National Marine Fisheries Ser- 
vice, and other federal and state agencies, the 
"habitat conservation plan," or HCP, sets 
aside prime ~ i n c l u d i n g  old-growth for- 
ests, buffer strips along streams, and caves, cliff 
sides, and other specialized habitats-for the 
region's endangered species while opening 
other areas to timber harveabg. The plan 
also allows for the "takine." or harmii or 
killing, of several endangekd species d u k g  
logging operations as long as it does not send 
the species spiraling into extinction. 

The Washington plan is the first state- 
wide, multispecies HCP, and, like other 
HCPs around the country, it is controver- 
sial. As might be expected, it has drawn fire 

bear and Rocky pwmctwk ~orthemspoitedowi or invasion by exotic species, 
Mountain elk to (top) and marMed mumlet (above). points out Gary Meffe, a senior 
the golden paint- ecologist at the 8 d  River 
brush and Oregon silverspot butterfly, the Ecology Lab in Aiken, South Carolina. He 
biologists who worked on the plan looked argues that "['No surprises' language] does 
primarily on the habitat requirements of a 
handful of species, including the northern 
spatted owi, the marbled mumelet, and several 
species ofsalmun an$ st& trout, accord- 
ing to Martin Raphael of the Forest Services 
Laboratory in Olympia, Washington, who 
worked on the plan, The idea is that if these 
relatively well-studied "indicatorn species are 
protected, the rest will be pmmved, too. Laura 
Hood of the Defenders of Wildlife, an envi- 
ronmental organization in Washmgton, D.C., 
counters that this approach promises far more 
than it delivers: "They should admit that (the 

not reflect ecological reality and rejects the 
best scientific knowledge. . . . This is a politi- 
cal, not a scientific, per@e&ve.* 

Still, some ecologists and ewkmenta i -  
ists say the HCP is a big step in the r i a  
direction. "Washlngtgn state 
hand-to-mouth off its forest%, 
The HCP may help it build a 
able fuwe. r . * 
Jim KIing is a free-lance writer in Bdh&& 
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