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More Private Funding 

Zaven Khachaturian, a former 
research administrator at the 
U.S. National Institute on Ag- 
ing (NIA), is spearheading a 
drive to generate up to $100 mil- 
lion more dollars a year for re- 
search on Alzheimer's disease. 
That would add one-third to the 
current federal outlay of about 
$300 million a year. 

As head of the Ronald and 
Nancy Reagan Research Institute, 
set up last year by the Chicago- 
based Alzheimer's Association, 
Khachaturian is pushing a three- 

for Alzheimer's 

pronged program to 
fund individual re- 
search proposals, set 
up an International 
Alzheimer's Research 
Society, and broker 
partnerships between 

Khachaturian 

program. Still, the 
institute recently got 
a commitment of 
$500.000 for educat- . , 

ing health profession- 
als from Baver's Insti- 
tute for Dementia Re- 
search in West Ha- 
ven, Connecticut, and 

drug companies and university 
researchers to speed the hunt for 
new markers and treatments. 

So far, it's all very prelim- 
inary, says Khachaturian, who 
is working on the project with 
Terry Radebaugh, former di- 
rector of NIA's epidemiology 

a $100,000 educational grant 
from Athena Neurosciences Inc. 
of San Francisco. 

Khachaturian says that most 
of the institute's money will be 
raised from families of Alzheim- 
er's victims, companies, and pri- 
vate foundations. The institute's 

peer-review committees will be 
L'~ustom-tailored" to each grant 
proposal, he says, noting that "In 
a standing committee [such as at 
the National Institutes of Health], 
you're lucky if you have one per- 
son with expertise in [the] area 
[covered by a proposal]." Funding 
decisions will be made by a coun- 
cil of researchers including Mar- 
celle Morrison-Bogorad of South- 
western University in George- 
town, Texas, who is moving to 
Khachaturian's old NIA job. The 
institute's first 20 grants, of about 
$50,000 apiece, will go out early 
this year. 

Israeli Science Adviser 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja- 
min Netanyahu last month ap- 
pointed his own science adviser: 
Israel Hanukoglu, 44, a Turkish- 
born and U.S.-educated molecu- 
lar biologist. 

Israel's left-leaning media 
have attacked the appointment 
as purely political-Hanukoglu 
served as chair of the 600-mem- 
her Professors for a Strong Is- 
rael, a lobby group that sup- 
ported Netanyahu's candidacy. 
But a number of scientists say 
the appointment is consistent 
with Netanyahu's pledges to pro- 
mote science education and com- 
puter literacy, and to "anchor 
peace" through joint projects 
with Arab neighbors. 

Doron Lancet, head of the 
Weizmann Human Genome Proj- 
ect in Rehovot, says some have 
questioned why Netanyahu didn't 
pick a more senior figure for the 
post, but "[Hanukoglu] is honor- 
able and can do a good job." A 
researcher at the Weizmann In- 
stitute of Science from 1988 to 
1995, Hanukoglu is credited with 
spurring the use of molecular ap- 
proaches to understanding steroid 
processes. He now heads the divi- 
sion of social and life sciences in 
the College of Judea and Samaria. 

Hanukoglu told Science that 
Israel doesn't have enough labor 
power to keep up with the "grow- 
ing domestic demand for profes- 
sionals" in computers, biotech- 

nology, and engineering. One of 
the new administration's plans is 
to expand retraining programs so 
the influx of Russian scientists 
and engineers can fill such jobs. 

Matching Alcoholics 
In recent years, the results of a 
number of small clinical studies 
have bolstered the notion that 
"matching" particular types of 
alcoholics with particular treat- 
ments--for example, teaching a 
person with poor impulse con- 
trol how to think through pos- 
sible actions-would improve 
treatment success rates. 

But those who would cus- 
tom-design treatment have been 
thwarted again by the results of 
Project MATCH, a 6-year, $27 
million study of psychotherapy 
for alcoholics sponsored by the 
National Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism. At  a 
press conference 2 weeks ago, 
NIAAA unveiled its main find- 
ing: It doesn't seem to matter 
w6ich kind of therapy you use. 

Project MATCH involved 25 
reseach institutions and 1726 al- 
coholics who were randomly as- 
signed to 12 weekly sessions of 
one of three types of individual 
psychotherapy: cognitive-behav- 
ioral therapy (for teaching skills 
to prevent relapse); motivational 
therapy (to encourage patients to 
take charge of their recovery); 
and a therapy based on the prin- 
ciples of Alcoholics Anonymous 

(AA). The main hypotheses were 
that the first thera~v would ben- . , 
efit people with low impulse con- 
trol; the second, ~ e o ~ l e  who 
didn't want to stop &&ing; and 
the third, s~irituallv inclined or . . 
"meaning-seeking" people. 

A year later, the groups' aver- 
age number of drinking days per 
month had declined from 25 to 
six. However, "outcomes were 
not substantially improved by 
patient matching," reported psy- 
chologist Gerard J. Connors of 
the New York State Research 
Institute on Addictions in Buf- 
falo, N.Y. There was one exceD- 
tion: Meaning-seekers and pa- 
tients with few psychiatric prob- 
lems did somewhat better with 

the AA-based therapy. They also 
went to more AA meetings. 

NIAAA director Enoch Gor- 
dis suggested that while the re- 
sults deflated some assumptions, 
it shows that "competently run 
programs" that address "all as- 
pects" of a patient do work. The 
study appears in the January Jour- 
nal of Studies on Akohol. 

Psychologist David Kupfer 
of the University of Pittsburgh 
says he's not surprised at Project 
MATCH'S findings, because 
treatment studies on depression 
similarly have found that the 
brand of therapy makes little 
difference. Clearly, he says, "the 
[search for] differential treat- 
ment effects is tricky." 
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