
Public Use Microdata Sample from decen- 
nlal censuses, the National Survey of Expe- 
rlenced Scientists and Engineers, Hlgh 
School and Beyond, the Longitudinal Study 
of American Y o ~ ~ t h ,  the New Entrants Sur- 
veys, the Natlonal Educational Longltudlnal 
Survey (NELS), the National Longlt~tdlnal 
Study of the Hlgh School Class of 1972, and 
the National Survey of Postsecondary Fac- 
~llty. What is n~os t  needed 1s more method- 
ical and more deflnltlve analyses, not more 
data. 

T h e  hook's overall lack of concern with 
"methodological correctness" is also re- 
flected 111 its eagerness to embrace asser- 
tions that have not been proven sclentif- 
~cally. For example, Vetter cites a findlng 
from an unp~~bllshed report: "it is Interest- 
ing that women who choose engineering 
as a career are likely to have no brothers" 
(p. 1 2 ) .  This finding is i n ~ o k e d  to support 
the idea that parents "dlscrlminate agalnst 
their daughters." Though the numh,er of 
slbl~ngs is well known to affect achieve- 
ment, the sex conlposltion of slhlings has 
not heen proven to have much relevance. 
Puzzled by Vetter's cltatlon, I contacted 
William LeBold at P ~ ~ r d u e  University, to 
whom the findine 1s attributed, and also. - 
with the help of Klmherlee Akin, comput- 
ed statistics from the 1994 nave of NELS. 
LeBold In response to my query s a d  he 
had no direct evidence hearing on the 

u 

issue, and our own results also clearly re- 
jected the claim: the percentage of female 
students with hrothers was 70.1 among 58 
engineering students versus 72.1 among 
2654 nor-engineering students, a statisti- 
cally lnslgnlficant difference. It 1s lronlc 
that a rnvth 1s created 111 a section of the 
hook on  "myths and realities." Let us hope 
that ~t ~vlll  not he soread f ~ ~ r t h e r .  

Though the hook documents rather 
r a p ~ d  progress in women's participation in 
SME slnce the 1950s, it gives no proven 
causal ex~lana t lons  for the increase. Al- 
though the f~lture can he quite different 
from the past, understanding the recent 
past is a very helpful, ~f not the inost 
helpful, aid in predicting the f ~ ~ t u r e .  Be- 
cause the book does not establish c a ~ ~ s a l  
explanations for past experience, the merit 
of its nolicv reco~nnlendations is difficult 

L ,  

to evaluate. It appears that the authors' 
recommendations were drawn mainlv from 
their personal experiences, intuitlois, and 
oolitlcal convictions. 

In sum, this hook contains many inter- 
esting but unproven ideas and provides a 
good reference to many studies, some of 
which are of questionable scientific merit. 

Yu Xie 
Department of Sociolog>, 

University of h f~chigan,  
,Ann ,Arbor, MI 481 09-1 382, U S A  
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