
$2.43 billion research account, which 
would grow by $1 17 million in 1997 under 
the spending bill, Walker's move is aimed 
at pressuring NSF to streamline its opera- 
tions by eliminating one of seven research 
directorates, preferably social, behavioral, 
and economic sciences (Science, 6 October 
1995, p. 19). 

N5F A&ls have argued that their ad- 
m i n ~ v e c o s a ,  less than 5% d& founda- 
tion" $3.3 billion budst, indude na "fat" 
m&m ahmdy lower &an at raoar cgencies. 
And daey cite an existing s w l i n h g  plan 
&mined as part of a goVemmenwide Lett- 
tightening that would elkhate 5Q to 75 
positions $2000. 'Shis is a tkanaatic a t  
dratwOUid~yddaruprmabilicymdo 
businam: says one NSF dicial. 

Upponenrp, of onal ''eamarks' 
also won a victerp last ws& as die H o w  

rejected a proposal by Mouse Speaker Newt 
Gingrich (R-GA) to shift $13 million from 
NASA to an Earth observation pragcam B 
help the American Museum of Natural His- 
tory in New York City (%, 21 June, p. 
1729). Representative George Brown (fZ- 
CA), ranlungminority member ofthe H o w  
Science Committee, wan a ran: floor vic- 
tory in eliminating the committee earmark, 
which was strongiy supported by New York 
lawmakers. 

N e x t w e e k t h e H o u s e i s ~ d t o t o u p  
a bill thru: provides the National Insti- ob 
H d t h  with an increase of6.9%. Whih: the 
appropriations committee cleared the spend- - -  - 

ifig without objection, rrlembm-reim- 
gosedanatxwi-the-w&dnun*em- 
bryoresearch.Thas~teovertumasubcom- 
mittee decision ha t  wovld have prohibited 
only thefeEcilizafonQfhumanovafor~prr- 

pose of research. Meanwhile, the Clinton Ad- . . 
mmmarion has threatened to veto both civil- 
ian science bills b q m w d i n a d w t e e  
for national service and education program 
at other &a. 

While membem afCongress skirmish over 
speerfic pmgrami, 69 Nobeba have urged 
Clinton to take up a broader cause: protect- 
i n g d v e r s i r g - W  research. Mentwm 
specific programs, their 19 June letter calls on 
the p&t to % d k m  the fundamental 
role of the federal government in supporting 
b i c  scientific d* It'snot clear whether 
their broad plea will have arty impact on the 
1997 budget proce85. But it tnay warm the 
heam ofthose who believe in the unity of 
funding for science. 

-Andrew LawIer 

ARCHAEOLOGY 

Chauvet Study Gets the Go-Ahead - 
B U l i w  $iis month, M s  Miniss, 
o f c u l t u r e a d  

sen toditect ~ a t & e G r o t t e C Z u l w e t .  in 
d e r n b ~  - & h d s i t e o f t h e  

C l o t ~ a s w i ~ h f a h ~ ~ M P a r n  
an ar&wolq&t at TWty t)rIlege in Car- 
marthen, United iGnghm, 

But little te do with the Grone Chaavet 
in the 18 months since its rfiscovery has 
been straightfomd. There have heen legal 
wrangles over rights to taibren 
of the cave paintings and also over canpen- 

4 a x ) y e a r s o l ~ ~ 9 m p o t h e p  
r d  painrings yet k v e t e b -  
f2bttm*tabout plans&@* 
detailed &. Yet within ma* 
r I . a ~ l m z s ~ t a b ~ ~ t O r n ~ ~  H 
~irs< the cave" d&m, aver- 

J-- 
&French MinistryofCu~, the 
SvgnnaPh~*ncy, and thm- 
e 6  of the l a d  under which the 
cave was found got into a four-way bade 
over the photographic rights. Then bland- 
o w n e m s u c s d t h e E r e n c h ~ o ~ ~  
that the c-tim offered for expropria- 
tion of dwir Id was tcp meager, 

F i n d y , l a s t U $  themblow- 
f t x C l o t t a T h e d t u r e ~ d e c i d e d t 0  

that the tmankm~f~ verdict i a b  the de- 
cision was made Btrictly on scientific miteria, 
because the jury induded friends d d- 
ates of both m. "Clottes was e k k y  more 
qualified and experienced than VlalouT says 
me  French jury member- 

Both Clam and Y k h  ROW &line to 

vlho would direct  atth the cave, and witb this ep& behind him, Glottes says 
a j w y o f q i n e ~ 4 n ~  tha t indxmmthsh i s t eamof~ to5O 

sation for tfbe own& &the land w k i  the Ftench &en* &d ei& each from experts will begin a b-& &arch 
cave was found. And Cloaa, his k&h qdf- Spin an.d and- d m  tk judg- p-: a detailed examination d the paint- 
h i o n s  mmi&trsnd?.g, had to i e t e  
for the right to study th~ cave. 

This muddle over the Grotte Chauwt 
makes a d e d  consast to its a"~i)iOUs 
discovery in W& 19%. The cave% f w  
&erim, which revealed d y  300 

our thgozies concerning the svalution dart," 
-*onianMBasinskidh&- 
versi dCo1og~:inGermany. 

&en pretimimry cutan daring of pig- 
m w  from some of the paintings showed 
&tobupto32,g00~olrC-atFe;ast 

and* of the -we's "m-t," includ- 
ing p o l I e n s a n y k d 6  Oaganic marerial. 

h&ianta- . . the Jam of 
kly, the team &mi 

am, an &I- uebique for 
h o t v c a v e ~ ~ w e r e m a d e . ~ y r x l  
aaceabissn.,.yaurhdmrrstBo&t$le 
h i l n d o Q h ~ ~ W ~ C 1 ~  

.. --EKE r VOL, 273 . 
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