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Cancer Gene Testing 

Right now, most genetic testing 
for cancer genes is done in re- 
search projects. By next year, 
however, the U.S. National 
Cancer Institute (NCI), with 
h e l ~  from the National Center 
for Human Genome Research 
(NCHGR), hopes to implement 
an ambitious but potentially con- 
troversial plan to ~rovide  physi- 
cians with information about ge- 
netic testing in exchange for 
patient data. 

The new Cancer Genetics 

Network, described by NCHGR 
director Francis Collins at a re- 
cent meeting of his advisory 
board, will provide doctors with 
up-to-date information and guid- 
ance about counseling, Informed 
consent, and follow-up for ge- 
netic testing. Physicians, in turn, 
will supply information about 
patients' decisions to take the 
tests and their subsequent ac- 
tions as well as the test results 
themselves. NCI director Rich- 
ard Klausner adds that as new 

genes are identified and com- 
mercialization of genetic assays 
~roceeds apace, the network will 
provide a means of tracking the 
usefulness of the tests and of 
measures taken to reduce the 
cancer risks they reveal. 

The network comes during a 
time of heated debate in the 
U.S. Congress and among pa- 
tient advocacy groups over who 
should take genetic tests and 
what should be done about the 
results-and in i articular whether 
insurance companies should have 
access to such information. Un- 

til those issues are resolved. Da- . . 
tients may be reluctant to be- 
come part of a national network 
for fear companies will base health 
coverage decisions on the re- 
sults, says Mary Daly, who runs a 
genetic testing project at the 
Fox Chase Cancer Center in 
Philadelphia. 

But Klausner is not fazed by 
these thorny issues. "What I'm 
concerned about is getting ahead 
of development so when testing 
becomes a realitv. we will as a na- 
tion be able to irovide the infor- 
mation [that's needed]," he says. 
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