
'In some ways, we are 
going back to the work 
>f Robert Koch." 

-Bernhard \ Schwartliinder 

thoroughly and began publishhg weekly "You can't compare Koch with [France's] 
bulletins on cornmunicabledisease h e s .  Pastew Instiaite," dxe $ciagist says, Kwh offi- 
Recently, the beJth minbay BISO d ci9krespndthatthePasteur~tutehma 
to strengthen Germany's network of na- t-W&mt history sad mission, with far less re- 
t i o d  reference center hboratories. qmnsibility for public health. Among the bur- 

%-, who wo&ed at the C E  deaffuge public duties that Koch is saddled 
with, some say, is monitoring G e m  ge- 
netic-engineering experiraencs. e 

Whether Koch adapts to its new role 
happily, the instimte's services are certainly 
dPetersen,Iwhohea$edtheCIX='sHIV 

- ~ ~ m i o 1 ~  Btanch, had only jw ar- 
rived in Berlin in Jmwry as a d t a n t  to 
~e~fsolstepthe Koch Wtute'sdd' mme-am- 
mi a&Kte when he was dispatched to b d  
rn head the institute's on-site tam He says he 
was m a h d  that the Bavrrrian outbreak, 
which probably involvedhundreds of persons, 
*went completely undetected for months. It 
shows the pressing need for better infectious- 

mi&kty and +sease swrveillance and investigation!' 
Fatly this month, Koch epidemiologbts 

Bin- were still at work on the Bavarian outbreak, 
the trying ao pipoint ito source. "It's an ex- - vdw ofbasic& but insiststhitt Kwh's ult case, becaure the infeccicms 

in e large and a relatively 
~~d~~~ W-dud- 

is a gad example of why Kosh 

-.Robert Koe* 

sunteillmce wo& bnt S w  not think it for bask d has declined in mumt years. W h h  is  a writer in EferIin. 

THEOrnICAL ms1CS 

&mul U R ~ &  .R@~@OO@I Cm&?r known Ckganbr~ not just hope for excelience the center in will all become areas of 
Tokyo's britute for N& fiysics. The thwretical physics but also as a milestone h 
c a m  grew out d a 1W meet@ crf physi- the w$m's scientific developmexlt. " W y  
eists at Japan's N- Lwbr,mgBor High- speakiag, in Asia t h e  &never $eRn a d y  
Energy P h ~ f a ~ s  (FZX), which led in early first-z:1~ iptermrioml inotimte., not just in 
1993 to an iniemmhgd h i n g  -it- physics, bet in my science," says Cho. To- 
tee. The Korean g w m m m ~  m put ward that a d ,  the center has dted Nobel 

(APCTP), is intended to mxke the up most of the intitiid d tihe enterer In 

.&New York, StQny BzodE, an& head of the 
lnaintte ef W d l  SCd 

been deed despite the lure af 
be g o d  gay and excellent support. 

In addition to what Cho calls 

I 



"world-class" salaries, the center intends to 
provide access to leading-edge computing 
and library facilities. So far, the lure of the 
new center has proven strongest among non- 
Asian scientists: Among the four junior fel- 
lows and eight postdocs that have already 
been recruited, U.S. and European research- 
ers actually outnumber those from the Asia- 
Pacific region. But there is still plenty of 
room for talented scientists from all ports, 
Cho says, noting that the number of faculty 
members is expected to double next year and 
continue growing steadily for several years. 

That expansion is one of the things that 
led German-born and -trained Manuel Drees 
to accept a junior fellow position. "This is 
one of the few areas of the world where sun- 
port for science is steadily going up," he says. 
Drees ~ l a n s  to cut short a German eovern- " 
ment fellowship that supports his theoreti- 
cal research in particle physics at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, Madison, to take up 
his position in Seoul this September. He 
admits that joining a new institute is "a bit of 
a gamble," but he's attracted by the "oppor- 
tunity to build up science in this part of the 
world." He also believes, based on previous 
trips, that Korea is more accommodating to 
Westerners than any other non-English- 
speaking country in Asia. 

An increased two-way flow of knowledge 
between East and West is an important goal, 
says Makoto Kohayashi, a KEK physicist who 
is helping to plan the center's future. If suc- 
cessful, the center could even foster sister 
institutes in other fields. "In that sense, this 
is a test case," Kobayashi says. 

Although this week's conference marks 
the official opening of the center, many orga- 
nizational details are still being worked out. 
A structure similar to CERN's is planned, 
with a governing body of representatives 
from member countries. Its initial budget 
will be between $5 million and $10 million, 
with Korea picking up most start-up costs 
and eventually providing a campus and build- 
ings. The center is housed temporarily in 
buildings vacated by the Korea Advanced 
Institute for Science and Technoloev. 
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One model for the Asian center is the 
International Center for Theoretical Physics 
in Trieste, Italy, founded largely on the ini- 
tiative of Nobel laureate Abdus Salam. Cho 
says APCTP will share that center's mission 
to educate future generations of scientists 
from the developing world by hosting work- 
shops and seminars. There is even talk of 
offering full-fledged graduate-level courses. 

But Cho emphasizes that APCTP's pri- 
mary objective is "to be one of the best in the 
world." Adds Yang: "If the papers published 
by people associated with the center produce 
an impact in physics research, we would con- 
sider that a success." 

-Dennis Normile 

CONGRESS AND THE BUDGET 

Panel Strikes Balance for NASA, NSF 
Republican and Democratic lawmakers skir- 
mished hitterlv on the House floor for 2 davs 
last week over'the direction of science spend- 
ing. The focus of the verbal brawline was a - " 

bill, to authorize programs, that has little 
chance of making it all the way through the 
legislative mill this year. So the debate was 
something of a sideshow to discussions on the 
1997 budget that were taking place in a 
cramped room down the hall. There, a panel 
of House appropriators quickly and quietly 
approved small increases for NASA, the Na- 
tional Science Foundation (NSF). and re- , , 

search at the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). These spending levels, for the 
fiscal year that begins on 1 October, suggest 
that this year's appropriations process may ac- 
tually be much shorter and sweeter than last 
vear's debacle. 

The modest funding boosts are less than 
the Administration wanted for those agen- 
cies, but they exceed guidelines set last month 
by House Republicans in an effort to elimi- 
nate the deficit. And while the panel went 
along with Republican calls to cut global 
climate change programs and NASA's Earth 
Observing System (EOS), the reductions are 
less drastic than those outlined in the omni- 

from the research account on large instrumen- 
tation grants. And the entire program could be 
revived in the Senate. 

Lewis's panel chopped NASA's request 
for EOS by $220 million, leaving the pro- 
gram with $1.2 billion, or about $87 million 
less than this year. The remainder of NASA 
programs were largely untouched, except for 
two increases requested by the Administra- 
tion but not part of NASA's formal budget 
request. The White House asked for $558 
million to replenish the agency's overloaded 
tracking and data-relay satellites, which the 
panel approved, and $342 million to work on 
new spacecraft technology, which it rejected. 
Including that tracking-system money would 
give NASA an overall budget of $14.2 bil- 
lion, up from this year's $13.9 billion. With- 
out the extra funding, however, the agency's 
budget plunges to $13.6 billion. 

Lewis's subcommittee approved $540 mil- 
lion for EPA's science and technology bud- 
get, $39 million less than the president re- 
quested but a $16 million increase over 1996. 
Among programs targeted for cuts were the 
Environmental Technology Initiative and glo- 
bal climate change efforts. 

These numbers are hardly set in stone, 

all the agencies under its 
jurisdiction to ensure the 
committee does not ex- 
ceed its allocation. "We 
fully expect that cut will 
go away," says one House 

NASA selected programs staffer, if the subcom- 

Mission to Planet Earth mittee can receive more 

New Millennium program $342 million money for its programs. 

Human Space Flight As it stand% 
NASA would lose $187 

Environmental Protection Agency million and NSF, $43 
Science and Technology $524 million $540 million. The House Ap- 

propriations Committee 
meets on 13 June to con- 
sider the bill before it 

goes to the floor. The 
111s science authorization bill, H.R. 3322, that Senate will mark up 
ed to verbal fireworks on the House floor. its own version in July. 

The appropriations bill, approved on 30 In contrast with Lewis's bill, the omnibus 
day by asubcommittee chaired by Representa- authorization bill could lead to a realignment 
ive Jerry Lewis (R-CA), would increase NSF of research programs and deep reductions in 
i~nding by 1%. The agency's research account staff at NSF. It would limit NSF to six direc- 
vould grow by $108 million, a 4.6% boost but torates-one less than the existing number. 
till short of the Administration's request for an The change is aimed at NSF's social, behav- 
tdditional $166 million. Although legislators ioral, and economic sciences programs. Rep- 
:ndorsed NSF's plan to eliminate its $100 mil- resentative Robert Walker (R-PA), chair of 
ion academic research infrastructure program, the Science Committee, and NSF Director 
hey included language that would hold NSF Neal Lane exchanged strongly worded letters 
~fficials to their promise to spend $50 million last month on the topic, with Lane attacking 
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