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Asia-Pa~if ic Leaders the meeting with Li in an interim 
Seek S&T Unity conference report. 

In a private meeting last month According to the report, other 
with AAAS officials and scien- areas of advanced technology that 
tific leaders from Asia-Pacific Li cited as critical to progress in 
countries. Chinese Premier Li China were modem telecommu- 
Peng stressed the importance of 
science and technology (S&T) 
in solving problems his country 
is facing during rapid economic 
growth. Noting that China's 
economy is expected to grow at a 
rate of 7 to 8% a year into the 
next century, Li said the biggest 
issue now is how to feed 22% of 
the world's population with only 
7% of the total arable land. 

The dialogue with Li was led 
by AAAS Board Chair Rita 
Colwell, who was in Beijing as 
cochair of a regional conference 
of 35 science and technology lead- 
ers from industrv. academia. and 

nications, information networks, 
and methods for better predic- 
tion of natural disasters such as 
flooding and typhoons. He ended 
the 45-min meeting by calling for 
"increased regional cooperation 
on science and technology issues 
on the basis of equality and mu- 
tual respect." 

Getzinger said initial coop- 
erative S&T efforts in the re- 
gion are likely to be in three 
areas identified by the conferees: 
the environment, sustainable de- 
velopment, and hazard mitiga- 
tion; agriculture, population, and 
health: and information technol- 

government, heid 22 to 24 April. ogy a i d  communications, and 
She and Richard Getzinger, head technology transfer. 
of the AAAS Directorate for In- The participants unanimously 
ternational Programs, summarized proposed the creation of a non- 

- governmental organization r to coordinate regional S&T ' activities. The China Asso- 
ciation for Science and 
Technology (CAST), which 
cosponsored the conference 
with AAAS. was asked to 
set up an interim Secre- 
tariat. "The ~ r i n c i ~ a l  feel- ' 
ing was this s'hou1d;lot be a 
one-time event but should 

Talks in Beijing. Zhuang Fenggan, be a continuing torum to 

CAST vice president, and Rita Colwell, governments under- 
AAAS Board chair, met with Chinese stand what things need to 
Premier Li Peng. be done," Getzinger said. It 

Aarr~rlition of AAAS and several partner gmups is seeking proposalsfor 
wal presentations and -ions for a conference neKt U I  on errors in 
k i t h  m a  and h to prevent them. 

The mtwence, set for 13 to 15 O&bw in Rancho Mirage, 
Cdifamia, is being organized by MAS,  the American ~edtml 
bsu&tim, the hint Cbmmkion an Acudtation of Healthre 
Organizations, and the Annenberg Center tor Health Sciences. 
C m r s  are fh@ AmeriCah Hs~pital M a t i o n  and The Robert 
Wead Johnmn Foundetiorr. 

Topics will inelude diagnosing and measuring errors, identityint~ 
tacton that conMbuteb them, and stratqiesforpmvention. Pmposals 
must include: i) a summary (up k 1,000 w d r )  of the proposed 
diswsion ar session, with biMiDgraphic references and ii) a kleS 
resume or biographical sketch. AppUdons are dhle 1 July. S u m  
applicants will be notified by 16 Auguat, and expenses ta anend the 
conference will -be paid. Sand proposals by k z  to 202-289-4950; bye- 
mail to dmkie@aaas.org; or by d l  to Deborah Rlmkle, AAAS, 1200 
Nsw York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20005. 

was suggested the group could 
serve as advisers to Asia-Pacific 
Economic Conference (APEC) 
ministers on S&T issues, he 
added. 

Countries attending were 
Australia, China, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malay- 
sia, Russia (Far East), Singapore, 

the United States, and Vietnam. 
Follow-up sessions are planned. 

For more information, call 
202-326-6650 or send a message 
to rgetzing@aaas.org. 

(The text of Li's remarks is 
available on the AAAS Web 
site at http://www.aaas.org/ 
international/lipeng.htm.) 

Sparking a Thirst for Science 

In an innovative summer pro- for grade school science, yet that's 
gram now in its 10th year, thou- what makes science so much fun, 
sands of children in the greater and compensates for the a n t  
Philadelphia area will sooi flock 
to neighborhood libraries to dis- 
cover the excitement of doing 
science experiments using sophis- 
ticated microscopes and other real 
lab equipment. 

The program, "Science in the 
Summer," is sponsored by the 
SmithKline Beecham Founda- - - -  - - -  
tion, which has formed an alli- Library learning. "Science in the 

with AAAS administer Summern exposes thousands of 
the program. Yolanda Geowe, children to Science exoeriments. 
deputy director of the AAAS ~ i -  
rectorate for Education and Hu- 
man Resources Programs, said it 
fits well with a host of AAAS 
community-based science educa- 
tion programs. "Our nation's li- 
braries are a vital community re- 

work in the text- 
books," said Cun- 
ningham, a direc- 
tor in SmithKline 
Beecham's Cor- 
porate Environ- 

source that is greatly underutilized 
as a creative setting for providing 
children with opportunities for 
learning science," she said. 

"Science in the Summer" was 
conceived and developed by 
chemist Virginia L. Cunningham 
of SmithKline Beecham, a lead- 
ing health care company. In June 
and July, the popular program 
will reach 5000 children at 98 
libraries. "What I find so as- 
tounding," Cunningham said, "is 
that it's not a lot of exposure- 
only 45 minutes four times a 
week-but it seems to satisfy their 
thirst and open doors. Maybe be- 
cause it's in a setting that's less 
intimidating than school, and the 
kids bring a whole different atti- 
tude to it." 

The children don gloves, safety 
glasses, and lab aprons for experi- 
ments that include preparing slides 
and observing fossils or cells under 
a microscope. "There are no labs 

i e n t  and Safety Virginia 
Department. Cunningham 

Children can choose from five 
courses in bioscience, physical sci- 
encelelectricity, oceananography, pa- 
leontology, and "dream machines" 
(covering gears, levers, gravity, and 
inertia). The courses, designed for 
students entering grades 2 and 3 
and grades 4 to 6, are taught by 
certified science teachers. 

Cunningham said the idea for 
u 

"Science in the Summer" came 
during a 1986 conversation with 
a community librarian "who was 
looking for creative programming 
ideas." SmithKline Beecham, 
which was seeking ways of nur- 
turing interest in science and en- 
gineering among students, espe- 
cially girls and minorities, funded 
the pilot program. 

For information. contact Dro- 
gram manager Stephanie Jensen 
at 202-326-6681 or send a mes- 
sage to sjensen@aaas.org. 
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AAAS Launches On-Line Service for Research News 
AAAS last week unveiled a Web 
site designed to provide "one-stop 
shopping" for research news 
from around the world. Called 
EurekAlert!, it was developed by 
the News and Information Office 
as a way to use cyberspace in sup- 
port of the Association's mission 
of furthering public understand- 
ing of science. 

After registering, universities, 
corporations, and nonprofit orga- 
nizations can post news releases 
announcing scientific discover- 
ies and research advances. Eurek- 
Alert! organizes the material and 
~rovides links to the full text. 
Lhich is housed at the institu: 
tions' own Web sites. There are 
links to other resources, such as 
the on-line science and technol- 
ogy pages of newspapers and 
broadcast services. 

The primary audiences for 
EurekAlert!, according to its cre- 
ators, are science journalists, the 
research community, and the 
~ub l i c .  Access is free to anv 
Internet user through a home page 
(http://wrw.eurekalert.org), but 
institutions will be charged a fee 
for posting information. 

Richard S. Nicholson, exec- 
utive director of AAAS and 
the publisher of Science, said 
EurekAlert! will be a valuable dis- 
semination tool for the scientific 
community and a major resource 

for the media and the public. "It 
organizes an enormous amount 
of information that's been scat- 
tered in the past, and offers a cost- 
effective way of reaching new and 
wider audiences," he said. 

Public-Sewice Aim 
Nan Broadbent, the project man- 
ager for EurekAlert! and director 
of the News and Information Of- 
fice, said posting fees, which go 
into effect in October, will fund 
operating costs. The rates have 
not been set, she said, but "our 
intent is to keep fees modest, in 
line with the nonprofit status of 
AAAS and our goal of making 
the information widelv available." 

Initial support for the project 
came from AAAS and charter 
sponsors Genentech, Inc., and 
Monsanto. Sun Microsystems do- 
nated equipment for the techni- 
cal operations, which are based 
at Stanford University. Tim 
Torgenrud, who heads Stanford's 
Distributed Computing Group, 
is the chief technical adviser 
(torg@stanford.edu). AAAS 
communications officer Lisa 
Schmeiser is the Webmaster 
(webmaste&eurekalert.org). 

EurekAlert! was designed with 
the guidance of a 20-member ad- 
visory committee of science jour- 
nalists and public information 
officers (PIOs) from research or- 

I 
+, 

-< c o n t e n t s  

ganizations. Also involved early 
in the planning was the 1800- 
member National Association of 
Science Writers. 

EurekAlert! has two separate 
domains: a public-access section 
and a password-protected area for 
science journalists containing 
"embargoed" pre-publication re- 
search news. A number of peer- 
reviewed journals, including Sci- 
ence, supply advance information 

improving the public's under- 
standing of science," Meredith 
said. "It was also critical that it be 
done by a nonprofit association, 
to make it more credible and more 
affordable," he added. 

That credibility is important 
to both reporters and research 
universities, noted Earle Holland, 
associate executive director of 
communications at Ohio State 
University. The large volume of 

to  reporters under 
embargo policies de- 
signed to allow extra 
time for researching 
and writing often 
complex scientific 

science information 
distributed today by 
mail, fax, and elec- 
tronic services, he 
said, forces reporters 
to be highly selec- 

stories. Astrophysical 
Joumls, Proceedings L 

- .  
tive-which in turn 
raises the standards 

of the National ~ c d -  k - that the information 
emy of Sciences, and EU-t! providers must meet. 
Science are the first And EurekAlert! "of- 
journals offering their advance fers a single location where re- 
media material to reporters porters can go with the assur- 
through EurekAlert! . ance of knowing the - material 

The idea behind EurekAlert! meets the criteria they prefer." 
was ~ r o ~ o s e d  to Broadbent a Holland said the new AAAS ser- - .  
year ago by Dennis Meredith, vice won't replace all other forms 
head of the Office of Research of science news deliverv for most 
Communications at Duke Uni- 
versity, and David Salisbury, a 
science writer at the Stanford 
University News Service. 
Meredith said it grew out of in- 
formal discussions at AAAS an- 
nual meetings, when PIOs talked 
about creating a cooperative 
electronic service to counter the 
rising costs of commercial pro- 
viders and the growing fragmen- 
tation of science news. 

A 'Home" at AAAS 
The Internet offered a mecha- 
nism for broad dissemination, but 
access restrictions were needed 
to maintain the embargo system, 
which, according to Meredith, 
many people believe has con- 
tributed to an improvement in 
the overall quality of science re- 
porting. Advances in computer 
technology made the dual-do- 
main EurekAlert! system feasible. 

"AAAS seemed to be the 
natural home for this service be- 
cause one of its main missions is 

major research universities, but 
will become a "primary dissemi- 
nation point." 

Cautioning that the informa- 
tion in EurekAlert! could "me- 
tastasize" to a volume that would 
diminish the system's conve- 
nience and usefulness, science re- 
porter Charles Petit of The San 
Francisco Chronicle said limiting 
the content mainly to up-to-date 
research advances "will help re- 
duce the amount of junk in the 
system." 

As the use of EurekAlert! 
grows, many other audiences, 
such as educators and students, 
will benefit, Meredith said. He 
added: "I'm excited most by enor- 
mous synergies that are possible. 
The media, universities, and the 
public will be able to use the in- 
formation in ways we can't begin 
to predict." 

For more information, con- 
tact Broadbent by phone at 
202-326-6440 or by e-mail at 
nbroadbe@aaas.org. 
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The following reports were pre- 
sentedattha AAASCouncil meeting 
on 11 Febuary in Baltimore: 

Repon on Board Actlons 
AAAS President Rita Colwell 
presented highlights of Board 
actions in the past year. She 
noted that the Board had selected 
Floyd Bloom as the new editor- 
in-chief of Science and that his 
vision for electronic enhance- 
ments would help to lead the 
journal into the future. 

Colwell talked about AAAS 
concerns regarding decreased 
federal funding tor science and 
technology and the Boardinitiated 
resolution in support of continued 
strong funding for science and 
technology. She noted that the 
resolution was approved by AAAS 
affiliates and forwarded to the 
President and Congress. Colwell 
said that the Science and Policy 
Directorate was playing an 
important role in providing up-to- 
date analyses of budget 
information and in hostingseveral 
briefings on the budget actions 
by Congress. 

Coiwell reported that the 
Board had approved an initiative 
for young scientists and that 
"Scietm's Next Wave." an on-line 
journal that addmses the career 
concerns of the next generation of 
scientists, had been launched. 

Finally, she indicated that the 
Board had been very involved in 
decisions relating to bullding the 
new AAAS headquaders, scheaded 
for completion in spring 1996. 

Rsport of Executive Otflcer 
AAAS Executive Officer Richard 
S. N i l s o n  said the Association 
continued to be in sound financial 
health-HesaidSdenoeadvm 
was the lamest sinale source of 
revenue fort he^^^^, withgrants, 
rnembershi~dues. and institutionat 
subscri@ok being theother major 
sources. 

Nicholson noted that the 
organization had finished the year 
with an operating surplus and that 
the Board thought if was important 
to build up the resewes of AAAS. 

Nicholson said 1996 would be 
atransition yearfor AAASbecause 
of delays in accrual of income 
generated by subleases and the 
slow start of the capital campaign, 

Report on 1996 Council Meeting 
whose funds were to help cover 
the costs of the two floors of public 
space in the new building. 

These delays combined with 
revenue projections showing no 
growth meant that to have a sur- 
plus, it was necessary to reduce 
expenses by about $1 millian. This 
was accomplished by relatively 
small reductions in staff and AAAS 
funds devoted to programs. 

Nichdson described the new 
building as a very striking piece of 
architecture designed by Harry 
CoWof Pei CoW Freed& Parbrers. 
He added that it was coming in on 
time and on budget. He said credit 
for the successful handling of this 
very mmplex project should go to 
Carl Amthor. AAAS'schiif financial 
and admini&ative officer. 

Report of the 
Gomrnlttee on Sections 
Jane Lubchenco, who chairs the 
Council's Committee on Sections, 
reported on the group's activities. 
She reminded the group that this 
was a new mmmittee, formed at 
last year's meeting as a result of a 
recommendation bv the Section 
Task Force. She & the group 
was focusing on issues relaied to 
section budaets, fellows hi^ 
procedures, - and improved 
communications. 

Lubchenco noted that the 
group was sewing an important 
purpose as a forum for discussion 
of section-related matters, and 
said the committee welcomed 
input from Council members and 
section officers. 

Report on Scknca 
Ellis Rubinstein, editor of S c i m ,  
reported on new initiatives. He 
spoke about efforts to increase the 
international dimensions of the 
journal, in both news coverage 
and solicitation of high-quality 
manuscripts. He noted theweation 
of a Science office in Cambridge, 
the hiring of mom international 
correspondents, and the use of 
more international scientists as 
reviewers and members of the 
Board of Reviewing E d i i .  

Rubinstein introduced the 
recent AAAS experiments in 
electronic publishing. He noted that 
the electronic components oi the 

magazine, called 'Sc iem On- 
Line," were being produced in 
cooperation with HighWre Press 
of Stanford University. 

Rubinstein reviewedtheon-line 
features, which include'This Week 
in Science,"the"TaMedContents." 
summaries of news stories, on- 
line forums, and 'Beyond the 
Printed Page." He also discussed 
experimental plans for future 
special features, including an 

These activities included wide- 
spread diibution of information 
provided by AAAS's analysis and 
continuing update of the available 
R&D budget projections as the 
budget worked its way through the 
House and the Senate. The AAAS 
Web site contained a continually 
updated analysis of current 
prajections, and the information was 
quoted frequently by members of 
both the executive and legislative 

dectronically enhanced "Per- branches of government. 
soectives* section with hvwrlinks Teich re~orted on the status of -. 
to research citations. 

Rubinstein also described 
'Scienoe's Next Wave," created to 
deal with career concerns of the 
n e x t ~ o f ~ n t i s t s . A r n o n g  
the features he descrbd were 
essays on alternate career options, 
on-line forums and discussion 
groups, and a global network of 
young scientist correspondents. 

the budget negotiations and said 
AAAS would contlnue to monitor 
these actions and provide timely 
analysis. 

Council Actions 
The following actions were taken 
by the Council: 

Approved requests for affilia- 
tion by the Council for Chemi- 
cal Research and the American 

Ovenlew of AAAS Activities Agricultural Economics Assodation. 
Related to Fedeml Budaet Amroved termination of affili- I 
Nan Broadbent, director of the tknn;idhthe~n~of~nvifonmental 
AAAS News and Information Sciences, tha Nationd Institute of 
Office, and Al Teich, director of Sdence, and the American Society 
the AAAS Science and Poliw for Biochemistry and Molecular I 
Directorate, spoke about AAASH ~idogyfor&pliancewithAAAS 
efforts to keep the science and bylaws requiring the appointment of 1 
engineering community informed repressntatives. 
about the impact of proposed Approved a resolution related 
federal budget reductions and tothefederalgovernmentshutdown 
outyear projections during pro- and its impact on research and 
tracted budget process. education. -Gretchen SeHer I 

Fbsolutlon on Government Shutdown I 
Whereas the strength of U.S. science and engineering contributes 
greatly to the nation's well-being and its international leadership; and I 
Wherearr appropriations-related dosures in the operation of federal 
agencies that support and conduct scientific and engineering research 
caused significant disruptions in programs for science and engineering 
research and education, including seasonal, longitudinal, and time- 
dependent studies; I 
When#s such interruptions not only causeddelays but risked permanent 
damaoe to the value to societv of these research studies and loss of the 3 
taxGers' investment in prodking such knowledge; I 
niMefore be It rssolved, that the American Association for the 
Advancement of S c i  deplores the interru~tion of m a l  aovemment 
functions in support of scienk and enginee;ng research a d  education 
and calls upon Congress to abjure any further use of tactics that interrupt 
them; and 

Further ba it resolved, that the Association calls upon the Congress and 
the President to complete promptly W t i o n s  legidation that funds 
scientific and engineering research and education programs on their 
merits and without extraneous conditions. 
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