
ci)myarison, 1v1licl-i ~lligllt h a ~ - e  >trengtl-i- 
ened the rc;der'- co~nf~dei-ice 111 her Zener- 
:ilir;ltians from the RCG dehates. 

Lloi-eo\-er, the t ~ t l e  and subtitle (perl1;lps 
the  ~rc>rl< of ail ; ~ n ~ l ~ i t i i ~ ~ ~ s  eLlitor?) proiniqe 
iriore than the hook actually deli~.eri  on  the 
.;ublect of class, poverty, and J~.;ease. T h ~ s  is 
a so~111,qticate~l case i t ~ i d \  of the  RCG i o n -  
tro\-eriy, not  a comprel~ensive : ~ c c o ~ i n t  iif 

"disease and class" 111 7L?th-cent~iry North  
Anlerican iociety. 'till, it is a remarbable 
first book alhLl a l i~c .1~- ,  n-elconle addition ti3 
the ~ron.ii-ig literature o n  botll the  l~i,tor>- ot 
tuberc~ilosis and the evo1~1t1o11 of moilern 
b~o~ned ic i~ne .  

Nancy J. Tornes 
Depa~t!?i<nt o j j  I-Ir.\to~?, 

Stat? L:,~i~,ci-sit? o j  r \ ; < z i j  Yo&, 
Ston? B~ooic. NIT 1 1794-4.i4,3. L-S.4 

Mobile Genetic Elements. DAVID J. SHER-  
R A T ,  Ed. IRL  (Oxford  Unve rs i t y  Press),  N e w  
York .  1995 .  xiv, 1 7 9  pp , .  I l us .  $105 o r  £60; 
pape r .  $52 o r  £29.50, Front iers o f  Molecu lar  
B io logy.  8, 

BL- its title th i i  vo l~ ime  inr.ites colllparisoll 
\\-it11 hioh112 DNLA eciteil 1.)- Berg ancl 
Halve anii p r ~ l ~ l ~ z h e t i  l ~ y  the  Xrne r~can  Sii- 
c le t r  f i x  h11crol:iolog~ ill 19S9. 111 contriaat 
t o  the  earlier anLl n i ~ i c h  larqer v i ~ l ~ i m e ,  
n.hich remalnh s~ir1lriiingl1- useful, t h ~ i  
1~oolt is orgai1i:ed acci~rc1ii-i~ t ~ ,  topic rather 
tl-iail t;-pe of elemeilt <,r o rga i~ i im.  It at-  
tempts to h i g l ~ l i ~ h t  some s o n l i l ~ o ~ l  themes 
rather t h a ~ i  c a t a l ~ ~  the  m y r ~ a ~ l  iuhtle d~t ' -  
ference\ h e t ~ r e e n  traniucmal?le ele~llentc 
t ~ ) ~ i n ~ l  in iliffercnt cJrganl\ins. 

T h e  boalc i.; generally clearly n-rittei-i 
and \\-ell ~ l l~is t ra te i l ,  altl-i<)ugh the  chapter 
on rctroi-ii In hacteria is poorly put togeth- 
er ,  ~rit lh hot11 c o n f l ~ c t i ~ ~ u  and receateii sec- 
t ~ o n i .  The re  is co~ls~t ierable  v a r ~ a t ~ o n  111 

style amon. chapteri anii a 1111111 amount  
i>t i i ~ i ~ ~ l ~ c a t e t i  material tha t  ~ l l ~ u l l t  llave 
l v c n  l ~ e t t e r  placed 111 a11 introJuctor\-  
i h a l ~ t e r  t<) Jet'lne hasic terllls and co11vt.11- 
tlons. I eapec~all\- enlored,  and recorn- 
m e ~ ~ d  to all tl-io\e interested in the  history 
of modern l~iology, the  openlne  ihal,ter. 
b\- 1;lmes 3hapiro.  Shapiro pre,.;ent, a per- 
sonal , ~ c c o ~ i n t  ot the discover\- a n J  s ign~f -  

development o t  the  field. H e  points O L I ~  

tha t  tl1e par~illels betn-cen genetic r e x -  
rangeinei-its assi,ciCiteJ n-it11 c o n t r o l l ~ i ~ g  el- 
enlents in mai;e and epi.;oines ill hac tc r~a  
\\-ere i-ii)t i3rie1i.iall!- ;~pprec~atecl .  re- 

se,ircl~ and re\earcheri l ~ e c i ~ m e  ever 1111r- 
roirer a i~ i l  more tinhtlv focuseLl, t h ~ i  can 

L, , 
be read as a plea for a lllore ope11 and broad 
approach to current prolllenl,~. 

Perllalx the cllal~ters ot' most 
appeal n.111 1:e th i~se  that Llesirille the app11- 
cationi of m o h ~ l e  elenlents a i  yenetic tools. 
Claire ;rnJ LJiiuglas Berg Jescrilx their use 
In priikaryiites and demonstrate the ele- 
gance of rearrai-igi~~g 1,acterial genomes in 
vivi) rather than 137 in vitri) r e c o ~ n h i ~ ~ ~ ~ n t  
LJNX tecllniil~ies. They also ~11.c~isi ~ i i i ng  
inohile e le~l le~l ts  in 1:acteria t c  asiiit man- 
pine anLi ~ e q ~ i e n c ~ n p  clonecl e~ rka ryo t~c  
LJNL4. ' 4 5  this 15 rrecisclv the iort of area 
that is of intere\t to many noi-i>pecial~it,q 
ailcl is t ~ ) i ~ e  t l ~ a t  15 r a l ~ i ~ l l v  C I - L ) ~ I - I I I ~ $  a sepa- 
rate c l l ~ p t e r  1xii41t have been more ~lseful. 
T h e  cl-iapter by Kin1 Kaiier, J o h n  Sentry, 
;111ii LJaviLl F i ~ l ~ l e g a ~ l  011 L I S I I I ~  1~01:ile ele- 

t r a n s p ~ ~ ~ i h l e  element,  anLl many P elenlent 
tr~ck.;  ,seein to 1.e a4~plicable 111 otller systems 
iuch as T c l  111 the nematoiie [vorm, so 
L~cusii-ig o n  P eleille~lts i\ ; r~pr i~pr ia te .  H u n -  
e\-cr. there is n < ~  L1isc~~niion of the uses o t  
inohile elements to itrlcl\- tlle genome of 
orga~-iisms, i ~ i c h  as l-i~iinai-i, nl-iere ~ , ~ n e t i c  
exper imenta t~on i not  p,s,qil)le. T h e  appli- 
cation of L1 eleille~lts 111 f ingerpr~ntinp 
yeast artiticial c l ~ r o m o o m e s ,  ~ I I L ~  the  Lises 
of .4lu-~olymerase c11aii-i reaction ,ire sur- 
prisinirly omitted. 

This  l~ool< is a ~ m e i i  a t  those n.110 do  no t  
c~ir rent ly  ~ v o r k  ~ i t h  traniposal-rle e l e m e ~ ~ t s  
llut 11,1ve a n  academic intere,qt in tl-iem or 
are t l ~ ~ i l l < i ~ l g  a l ~ o ~ i t  L I ~ I I ~ ~  them. Such  read- 
ers will find I I ~ L I C I ~  of intereit ,  ait11o~1gl-i the  
spec ia l~ \ t  n-111 f ~ i ~ i l  few 11e\\- 111,~1y11ti. 

Kevin O'Hc~re 
Dc.j~ni.ti,ii.i~t ( j j  Bioiht.i,irrrr~, 
Iniprl-ral Coll2ge o j  Sci<iice. 

T<ih,i(jl(jg>, and Ll?dlim< 
London SA'T .?A;. LiK 

Also Noteworthy 

Methods in Nitric Oxide Research. MARTIN  
FEELISCH a n d  J O N A T H A N  S. STAMLER.  Eds .  
W l e y  N e w  Yo rk  1 9 9 6  xx .  712  p p  , ~ l l u s  $130 
o r  £80  

Nc~ti~- ie  tl-i,it the  recent t'~-c71vtl~ re.;earclh 
concerned \\-it11 nitric oxiLle "l-ias reiu1tc.J 
in a lack cot met11o~1ological ~inifornlit\- 
I \ -h l c l~  h a  li~llitecl the  ~ i - i t e r ~ r e t , i t ~ o n  of 
data," t he  e i i~tors  o t  thi? 1.ol~i1l-i~ 11al.e 
u~lder taken to  l~ro . i -~de a "com~rcl-ic~-is~\.c 
tes t"  that  n-oulil a l l e ~ . ~ a t e  t h ~ s  pro1,lenl. 
F~ i r the r ,  "In recognition ot the  c o ~ ~ f u s ~ o i - i  

tha t  s ~ i r r o ~ r n d  the  state i ~ f  t he  art," t l ~ e y  
e~nlisted tlhe collaboration of tvro authori  
for each chapter "in order. to generate a 
ci>nseil,sui statement." I11 all, the  book 
colltallls 46 chapteri  gro~lyed ~iililer 11i11e 
hc.aLlinys. L 4 ~ ~  o p e ~ l i ~ ~ g  group of five c l ~ a y -  
tei-s 011 the  cheni~st r \ - .  biochemiitrr .  ltinet- 
ics, anil nleta1:olism of nitroyen oxidei is 
folloi\~ecl by a p a r  {JII tl1e preparcition anL{ 
hx~-i~l l ing ot S O  and relatecl compo~ii-iils. 
T h e  remaini~lg  groups are devotee1 to ell- 
:>-inatic format1011 anLi targets of niti-ogen 
o s ~ d e s  ( ieven chapters),  i l e t ec t~on  2nd J i i -  
t r l b u t ~ a n  of N O  ipnthase a c t i v ~ t y  ( th ree ) ,  
iue ta l~ol i im of qubitratei a i l~ l  cofactori 
( t iyo),  detection of nitrogen o x ~ d e s  ( t h ~ r -  
t e e i ~ ) ,  ~ l e t e c t ~ o ~ i  of c i d i l ~ i ~ t s  cl~lil r eac t io~ l  
pi-oducti o t ' N O  (f ive) ,  hioasia\- t e c l ~ n i ~ l ~ i e s  
( i ~ s ) ,  and clinical assessinent ( t l ~ r e e ) .  In  
general, tlhe chapters follow a format of 
beginlnilng nit11 a review of the  iubiect a t  
hand ,  t hen  presenting the  rnet l~o~lology 
"in a coc,l;l:ook-like faihic,n n i t h  readr-to- 
rise recipes," and c o ~ ~ c l ~ i d i i ~ g  \\-it11 a refer- 
ence 11it. In producing the  work the  edi- 
tors report having exerciseLl a firm e~11to- 
rial hand  13~1t having given prefere~lce to 
iluality over rnatteri of style. T h e  1,ook 
i n c l u J e  a 42-page s~ihject  ii-i~lex. 

Kutherine Livingston 

Books Received 
Analysis of Biological Development. Klaus 

Ka'ti-off. McG-a3u - i i  Ue3u York 1995 xb~ii, 314 pp. 
u s .  566.34 

Behavioral Archaeology Frst Principes. Mciiae' 
6 -an  Scii-fe-. Un~'!ersV] of Ltah Press. Sat La<e 'CiV] 
1995. x 289 pp , u s  Paper 924 95. Frontless of A,- 
c,-~aeoogca '~iqu-: Pepr~ited papers. 1972-1 987, wti- 
a i  autob~ograptiical irtroductioli. 

The Collected Papers of Albert Einstein \ /o  4. 
Tlie S , s s  Yea-s vl1,tings, 191 2-191 4 Man n J. Keiri et 
3, Eds. Prnceton Uni>!ersiV] P-ess, Prnceton NJ, 1995. 
x x  715 pp., I.rs. SS5 or c66 5C. 

DNA-Protein. Srr-ctura' Irteractions Dav~d i\il J 
L e y .  Ed R L  Oxford Clriibersit), P-essi N e v d  Yo-k 1995. 
x 202 pp . l u s  $ I  C5. Frontiers i r  Molec~~lar Biology 7. 

Feral Pigeons. P~ciiard F Johiston and Ma- an 
Janiga. Oxford UI-1bers1-y Press Ne3u Vork. 1995 xv~,  
320 pp . i ~ ~ s  S95. 

Guide Archeologiche. Preistoria e Protostoria 
in ltalia Vol. 1, ' Paleol~tico dell l t a a  Cent-o-Merdon- 
ale. Paolo Gambassini et at A B .AC 0 Edzion~. FovIl, 
taly 1995 176 pp , llus Paper, f2C. 

High Frequency Processes in Magnetic Materi- 
als. G S-I-basan al-d A U. Slab~i.  Eds Word Scientfc. 
P~vel Edge UJ 1995 x 466 pp.. l u s  $9C. 

The Interpretation of Quantum Mechanics. Dub- 
'it? Sein~na-s (1949-1955) and Other Lnpubsi ied Es- 
says E I M ~ I I ~  Sciirodnge- Ed~ted and ,v~t i i  ~ ~ i t r o d ~ ~ c t ~ o i i  b] 
Miciiel B~tbol 3 x  Eo,~I, 'Lp~!oodbridge T .  1995 '!I. 151 
pp , ~llus. $55 pape,. S3C. 

Journeys in Microspace. The At of the Scan i i ig  
E'ecrron Mlc-oscope. Dee Ee-ger, o l u m b a  Uii~>!e,sity 
Press, Ueu, Vobk, 1995. bii, 203 pp., ~I'us. S39 5C. 

Kangaroos. E o o g : ~  of tile Largest Marsupas Tel 
ence J. Dmson.  Co8iistoc4 :Coinel Ln,>!ers,ty P-ess) 
tiiaca. NY. 1395 v 162 pp . illus . + p'ates Papel, $25 
or ? I  9 . X  

Luck. The 6-~l l ia i t  Raidomness of Everyday Life 
Nchoas Resciier. Farrar Stra.1~ and S I ~ O L . ~ ,  New Yo-k, 
1995. x ~ i  237 pp. S19 




