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Strangelovian Concepts

Richard A. Kerr’s article “A Strangelove
ocean comes back to life” (Research News,
1 Dec., p. 1442) attributes the doomsday
machine to Dr. Strangelove. [ must strongly
object! Strangelove was the originator of
the “mine shaft” concept, in which extant
shafts would be inhabited by Homo sapiens
of a controversial gender ratio. The “mind
shaft” strategy was developed as a counter-
measure to assure homonid survival in case
of inadvertent detonation of a doomsday
machine.
Bruce Onisko
330 Berkeley Park Boulevard,
Kensington, CA 94707, USA

Note from the Editor-in-Chief

During our consideration of the report “Iden-
tification of a dual specificity kinase that ac-
tivates the Jun kinases and p38-Mpk2” by A.
Lin et al., which was published in our issue of
14 April 1995 (p. 286), a name was removed
by the corresponding author from the report’s
list of authors. A subsequent disagreement
between some of the report’s authors and the
person whose name was omitted brought to
light the fact that we had not obtained a
signed statement from the report’s corre-
sponding author and the person whose name
was omitted saying that they agreed to the
authorship changes. We were remiss in not
obtaining these statements and will do so in
the future as a matter of policy.

—FLOYD E. BLOOM

Letters to the Editor

Letters may be submitted by e-mail
(at science_letters@aaas.org), fax (202-
289-7562), or regular mail (Science, 1333
H Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005,
USA). Letters are not routinely acknow!-
edged. Full addresses, signatures, and
daytime phone numbers should be in-
cluded. Letters should be brief (300
words or less) and may be edited for
reasons of clarity or space. They may
appear in print and/or on the World Wide
Web. Letter writers are not consulted
before publication.
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