
$725,000-a-year grant from the National Science Foundation part of a continuing relationship with NSF, but we can't spena 
(NSF) to use supercomputers in analyzing the formation of it ondrilling." 

contractor, Incorporated Research Institu- 
tions for Seismokyg (IRIS), has budgeted 
next year for new stations, plus upgrades and 
routine maintenance at more than 100 sta- 
tions. "It's got to be new money," says Ian 1 
McGregor of NSF's geosciences directorate. ' 

Budget pressures at USGS may also strain . 

the resources to pick up the whole tab itself. Its 
1996 budget-which still hasn't k e n  settled- 
is expected to fall some $80 miliion below last 
year's, and the 4.6% increase the president re- the San Andreas fault at Parkfield, California. 
quested this week for 1997, even if it were to be Although NSF was always 
approved by Congress, would barely make up for their primary funding tar- 
2 years' worth of inflation. get, the scientists initially 

crease support for interagency Take the of the Grand global network of seismographic ,, hoped to increase their 
awards program, which consists of some 16 in- stations like this one in Fiji. 
terdisciplinary projects jointly funded by 
DARPA and NSF to use supercomputers in tab. "At one point we had 
everything from designing new materials at the atomic level to talked 

earlier this month that they didn't know if they could make up new opportunities for affected researchers. DARPA's Frank 
DARPA's share. "That shared funding is very important in notes, for example, that his office is rapidly expanding funding for 
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