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have a complete picture of the $ Tamoxifen Labeled Carcinogen 
risks, and IARC should not g ,  

Tamoxifen-a hormonelike drug biter of carcinogenicity, usually withhold judgment simply be- 
that's prescribed to halt or pre- doesn't comment on risks or ben- cause a compound has good g 
vent breast cancer-seems to efits. This time, though, director qualities. In fact, he is planning 
provoke controversy whenever it Paul Kleihues says he received an to start a series of IARC mono- 
comes up for review. Most re- "unusual" flood of letters from graphs this year focusing on the 
cently, the International Agency oncologists urging IARC not to carcinogenicity of various phar- 
for Research on Cancer (IARC), condemn the drug. Oncologists maceutical compounds. 
based in Lyon, France, formally have argued that tamoxifen's The IARC controversy echoes 
ruled on 22 February that there is benefits to breast cancer patients a similar scuffle in California last 
"sufficient evidence" to conclude outweigh their increased risk of fall when oncologists convinced 1 the rounds. -- False-color that tamoxifen causes endome- developing endometrial cancer. a state agency to delay making an Making 

image of comet taken from Australia 
trial cancer in humans. But in a Labeling the drug a carcinogen, official judgment on tamoxifen's last month shows progressive 
highly unusual move, the IARC they fear, will cause patients to carcinogenicity (Science, 10 NO- brightness toward center. 
added a footnote saying that for stop taking it. vember 1995, p. 910). But now, 
breast cancer patients, there is Kleihues defends IARC's ac- according to a staffer at the state Another Comet 
"strong evidence" that the ben- tion, saying "We thought the Office of Environmental Health Coming Up 
efits ofthe drug outweigh the risks. time had come and that there Hazard Assessment, IARC's ac- Coming soon to the sky over you: 

The IARC, set up 30 years ago were sufficient data to evaluate tion is likely to prompt the state a comet discovered in Japan a 
as the ultimate international ar- tamoxifen now." Women should to move ahead. little over a month ago that prom- 

ises to be, in the words of astrono- 
mer Charles Morris of Caltech's 

Company Secrets work last week to congressional tists from having to raise money. Jet Propulsion Lab in Pasadena, 
Don't Stop Science science policy staffers in Wash- Indeed, some scientists told them California, "potentially the first 

Conventional wisdom has it that ington, D.C., said they were that was why they wanted to work great comet that we've had since 
companies stifle the free and easy themselves surprised by the re- at a company. 1976 when Comet West graced 
exchange that researchers thrlve sults. “Initially we felt there Steven A. Rosenberg of the our skles." 
on. But a team from the Univer- would be a lot more secrecy," U.S. National Cancer Institute "Great" in comet talk means 
sity of California, Los Angeles, Zucker says. "But the more deeply agrees that the study is a testa- you don't have to be an astrono- 
says its research shows that cor- involved with commercialization ment to the value of reliable re- mer to see it. "A truly great comet 
porate affiliations, at least in mo- the scientists were, the more pro- search funding, but he worries hangs like literally a ghost in the 
lecular genetics, actually pro- ductive they were." that the degree of openness docu- sky, which is why the ancient 
mote scientific publication. "Clearly, [industry affiliation] mented by Darby and Zucker is a peoples were so terrified of them," 

Sociologist Lynne G. Zucker is not showing up as an impedi- special case and will be short- says Morris. 
and economist Michael R. Darby ment to research," says Wendy lived. It does not alter his opinion Hayakutake, named after the 
studied some 4000 articles writ- Baldwin, deputy director of ex- that, as he wrote in the 8 Febru- amateur comet-hunter who dis- 
ten by "star" researchers-337 tramural research at the National ary New England J o u d  of Medi- covered it with powerful binocu- 
gene-sequencers, selectedbecause Institutes of Health in Bethesda, cine, "the [secrecy] problem has lars in Japan on 31 January, is 
of the large number of gene se- Maryland. Zucker and Darby think escalated dramatically in the scheduled for a close brush with 
quences or publications they had that the resources provided by past decade and is impeding the Earth-as close as 15 million ki- 
in GenBank, an international the company freed these scien- progress of medical research." lometers away-and will be vis- 
database of gene sequences. In ible to Earthlings in the Northern 
1990, these stars made up less Hemisphere starting around 21 
than 1% of researchers listed in ROUGH GOING March to mid-April. It will look to 
GenBank, but had contributed be the size of the full moon, says 
17.3% of the field's articles. They Morris, only much dimmer with a 
then examined both corporate sharp brightness in the center at 
and noncorporate co-authors, the middle of its coma. It also "has 
and the success of the co-authors' children. But it took the NAS 4 years of the potential for having a very 
companies. bright and potentially long tail," 

Zucker and Darby found that he says. In the Southern Hemi- 
these already very active re- sphere, people will be able to view 
searchers became even more pro- the glowing blob in mid-May, 
ductive once in the corporate local ~0mmunitie~ to do it on their own. shortly after it reaches its perihe- 
environment. Those with pat- lion when it gets as close as 35 
ented discoveries were cited nine million kilometers from the sun. 
times as often as were their peers Hayakutake will then fade 
who had no patents or commer- quickly, as it heads back to the 
cia1 connections. 

The pair, who presented the (continued on page 1369) 
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The 60 million people living in the delta of the Nile, Egypt's main artery, 
have developed a vast system of capillaries in the form of irrigation 
canals. One of the most extensive irrigation systems in the world, it is 

' also one of the most efficient. 
Too efficient, says Daniel J. Stanley, an oceanographer at the 

Smithsonian Institution. who says the system-more so than dams-is 

1 responsible for the alarming erosion which is stealing land from farms 
I and towns along Egypt's north coast. The Egyptian government over 

the years has built more than 10,000 kilometers of canals in the delta. 
As a result, hardly any of the river water, or its silt, now reaches the 
Mediterranean, says Stanley. A century ago, the Nile was constantly 
adding to the coast with sediment deposits. But these days, the river is 
at a virtual standstill in some delta channels and lagoons, and the 
sediment settles there. Parts of the delta coastline are now receding at 
rates of 50 to 100 meters per year, says Stanley. 

Until now, researchers have attributed the coastal erosion to the 
settling of sediments behind the low and high Aswan dams south of 
Cairo. But Stanley found, through analyzing Nile samples, that the 
downstream water still carried a good deal of silt. "I knew there was a 
lot of sediment moving," he says, and because little water makes it to 
the coast, it must be staying in the canals. 

Stanley, who presents his theory in the latest (1 996) issue of Marine 
Geology, has some scientists wondering why someone hadn't thought of 
it sooner. "Sometimes the really simple things seem soobvious, people 
just miss them," says Charles W. Finkl, a marine geologist at Florida 
Atlantic University. "They're all looking for the complicated explanation." 

It's unlikely the Egyptian government will take steps to stem the 
erosion, says oceanographer James Coleman, executive vice chan- 
cellor at Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge. The eroding land 
is very saline and of low worth. So in their eyes the investment needed 
"is probably not justifiable." 
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