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“Allons Enfants . . .”’

How appropriate to have the tricolor re-
versed in the (mis)representation of the
French flag accompanying Michael Bal-
ter’s article “ARC [Association for Cancer
Research] affair troubles French scientists”
(News, 9 Feb., p. 750). This is the French
equivalent of flying the Stars and Stripes
upside down, which is a sign of distress.
Robert Weeks
6826 Carlinda Avenue,
Columbia, MD 21046, USA

Editor’s note: We regret the error, which was
not intentional.

Drosophila Homolog of Yeast
ORC: Correction

In our report of 8 December (p. 1674) (1),
we described “A Drosophila homolog of the
yeast origin recognition complex [ORC].”
With a polyclonal antiserum to a Drosophila
ORC-2 homolog as a diagnostic, we de-
scribed a protocol for its purification and
reported that the protein is tightly associat-
ed with five other proteins, including an
ORC-5 homolog. Conceptual translation of
both the DmORC-2 complementary DNA
(cDNA) and the DmORCS5 cDNA was pro-
vided; however, we inadvertently used the
yeast mitochondrial genetic code for the
ORC-2 translation. This affects some of
the isoleucine codons and many of the
leucine codons. As a result, the reported
21% identity (37% homology) between
the Drosophila and yeast ORC-2 genes is
actually 23% identical (38% homology).
The correct sequence and translation for
both DmORC-2 and DmORC-5 are avail-
able through GenBank database accession
numbers u43504 and u43505, respectively.
Manfred Gossen

Daniel T. S. Pak
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Corrections and Clarifications

In Eliot Marshall’s article, “Policy on DNA re-
search troubles tissue bankers” (News & Com-
ment, 26 Jan., p. 440), it should have been
reported that the development of a model
genetic privacy act, prepared for the Human
Genome Program by George Annas of Boston
University, received funding from the Depart-
ment of Energy, not the National Institutes of
Health.

In Table 1 (p. 406) of the article “Transfer of
genes to humans: Early lessons and obstacles
to success” by Ronald G. Crystal (20 Oct., p.
404), and in the text (p. 406), the vector used
in the clinical trial by J. A. Roth (reference 42
of the article) should have been given as
wild-type p53 (not as anti-sense p53).
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reasons of clarity or space. Letter writers
are not consulted before publication.

DNA Sequencing
Double-Stranded
Single-Stranded

Highest Quality

Custom Oligo Synthesis
$1.50 Base / No Setup

Fast Turn-around
Cost Effective
Call for Prices

Molecular Biology
Into the 21st. Century

SouthWest Scientific Resources
5300 Sequoia NW, Suite 150
Albuquerque, NM 87120

Phone: (800)343-8998
Fax: (505)831-2635
http://www.ssr4dna.com

Circle No. 3 on Readers’ Service Card

Pellet Paint” Go-Precipitant

A highly visible, inert carrier for
routine DNA or RNA precipitation”

EFFICIENT PRECIPITATION OF DNA AND RNA

 Quantitative recovery of nucleic acids

* Five minute procedure

* No low temperature incubations

o Suitable for precipitation of dilute samples (<2ng/ml)

NO MORE LOST SAMPLES!

* Vivid pink pellets are easily located
© Consistent precipitation ends uncertainty
 Precipitation and resuspension steps are easily confirmed

COMPATIBLE WITH MANY APPLICATIONS

o Pellet Paint contains no DNA, RNA or nucleases
© No inhibition of downstream reactions
 Qualified for:
- manual and Cy5** sequencing
- PCR" amplification

- restriction digestion
- kinase reactions

- cDNA synthesis - in vitro transcription
- random priming - in vitro translation

- transformation - gel electrophoresis
- ligation

*Patent pending
**Cy5 is a trademark of Biological Detection Systems, Inc.
"The PCR process is covered by patents owned by Hoffmann-La Roche.
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