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Sea Grant Fellows 

In their Policv Forum "Graduate educa- 
tion and reseakh for economic growth" (6  
Oct., p. 48), T. P. Smith 111 and J. C. 
Tsang make a compelling argument for 
putting greater emphasis on doctoral 
training for industrial careers. The Na- 
tional Sea Grant College Program, located 
in the U.S. Department of Commerce's 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- 
ministration, has done just that. Sea 
Grant initiated an Industrial Fellows Pro- 
gram in 1995: Graduate students, selected - 
competitively, may spend up to 3 years at 
their university or a corporate site, work- 
ing on a research issue of mutual interest. 
Provisions are made for involvement by 

the student's faculty advisors as well. 
Funds are ~rovided bv Sea Grant and the 
industry sponsor. The intent is to nurture 
and strengthen ties between universities - 
and the industry, address problems im- 
portant to industry, and provide addi- 
tional opportunities for industry to influ- 
ence Sea Grant research priorities. The 
willingness of those in industry, universi- 
ties, citizen groups, and local, state, and 
federal aeencies to share in the cost of the " 

work through contributions of funds, facil- 
ities, or vessels is seen as indication of the 
importance of the initiative to a broad 
constituency. 

Our desire is to e x ~ a n d  the number of 
fellows beyond the seven currently avail- 
able in the program. To do so, Sea Grant is 
seeking co-sponsors from interested compa- 
nies, trade associations, and professional so- 
cieties. With greater industrial participation 
and university support in efforts such as 
this, we can begin to achieve the kinds of 
results envisioned by Smith and Tsang. The 
Sea Grant Industrial Fellows Program is an 

u 

exciting addition to our efforts to prepare 
the next generation of marine scientists and - 
engineers for broad participation in the 
U.S. economy. 

Ronald C. Baird* 
National Sea Grant Colkge Program, 

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 

U . S . Department of Commerce, 
Silver Spnng, M D  2091 0 ,  U S A  

'Director designate 

Consider the Amateur 

Two recent letters (9 Feb., p. 745) suggest 
that the pursuit of science for the love of 
research is "disturbingly out of touch at the 
end of the 20th century" and that "a scien- 
tist in this day and age can only enjoy his or 
her chosen field by being employed in it." 

How ironic that in the issue of Science 
preceding the one in which these profes- 
sional scientists express their views appeared 
an important report about major storms on 
Saturn co-authored by amateur astronomer 
Donald C. Parker (A. Sanchez-Lavega et al., 
2 Feb., p. 631). Recognized worldwide for 
his extraordinary planetary photographs tak- 
en with his homemade 40.6-centimeter tele- 
scope (1 ), Parker pursues astronomy for the 
love of it and. the last I heard. still earns a 
living as an anesthesiologist. 

Forrest M. Mims 111 
Sun Photometer Atmospheric Network 
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UNIQUE PROPERTIES OF PNA ALLOW: 
Fast, simple Southern and northern hybridization 

Point mutation analysis without sequencing 
Hybridization 

Improved affinity capture of DNA and RNA 
at low salt to 
DNA & RNA In situ hybridization 

PCR enhancement 
Antisense studies 

dsDNA cleavage 

nucleases and proteases CUSTOM SYNTHESIS 
PNA or 'Peptide Nucleic Acid' is a PerSeptive Biosystems can synthe- 

new class of informational molecule size almost any PNA sequence 

that has a neutral 'peptide like' backbone you need with incorporation 
with nucleobases that allow the molecule to hybridize of all common labels. 
to complementary RNA or DNA with higher affinity 
and specificity than corresponding oligonucleotides. 

EXPEDITE PNA 
SYNTHESIS INSTRUMENT 

New chemistry and instrumenta- 
tion upgrade allow economical 

synthesis in your lab. 

Call to sign up for our series of "Practical PNA". 

Japan: +81 3 3471 81 91 Fran 
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