
replacement p$ases were improved and extended 
from 5 to 3.5 A by sevenfold averagng and solvent 
flattenng w~ th  the program DM (24) Phases were 
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ly~ng resdues n the Ramachandran map belong to 
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n~ficant peaks in d~fference Pattersons and d~ffer- 
ence Four~ers after data collect~on with mult~wave- 

length anomalous d~ffract~on technques Appar- 
ently the mobility and dsorder of the single Metzz in 
the flexible loop was st111 too large. In our structure. 
we see some dens~ty that must be part of t h s  
flexible loop, but the precise way n which it IS 

connected to the remander of the molecule IS still 
uncertain. Fgures are drawn w ~ t h  MOLSCRIPT and 
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Protection Against Osmotic Stress by 
cGM P-Mediated Myosin Phosphoryla tion 
Hidekazu Kuwayama, Maria Ecke, Gijnther Gerisch, 

Peter J. M. Van Haastert* 

Conventional myosin functions universally as a generator of motive force in eukaryotic 
cells. Analysis of mutants of the microorganism Dictyostelium discoideum revealed that 
myosin also provides resistance against high external osmolarities. An osmo-induced 
increase of intracellular guanosine 3',5'-monophosphate was shown to mediate phos- 
phorylation of three threonine residues on the myosin tail, which caused a relocalization 
of myosin required to resist osmotic stress. This redistribution of myosin allowed cells to 
adopt a spherical shape and may provide physical strength to withstand extensive cell 
shrinkage in high osmolarities. 

C e l l s  exposed to  osmotic stress can avoid 
dehydrative collapse either by using a cell 
wall (1 )  or by increasing the  intracellular 
osmotic potential by synthesis of sinall mol- 
ecules like glycerol, uptake of ions, or dis- 
charge of water (2) .  Actin and some of its 
binding proteins are required to resist high 
osmotic stress in yeast (3). T h e  other major 
component of the  cytoskeleton, myosin I1 
or conventional myosin, exerts motive force 
by interacting with actin filaments (4). Dic- 
tyostelium discoideum is a microorganism 
with a small haploid genome from which 
mutants altered in  cytoskeletal proteins 

have been isolated (5-7). Studies of inu- 
tants lacking inyosin I1 heavy chain (mhcp) 
reveal that this form of invosin is essential 
for cytokinesis, capping of dell surface lectin 
receptors, and normal cell motility and che- 
motaxis 15. 8. 9) .  Here we have used D. ~, , , 

discoideum to investigate the  role of rnyosin 
I1 in protecting atnoeboid cells from high 
osmotic pressure. 

Wild-type XP55 cells resisted an  osmotic 
shock of 300 mM glucose for -30 min; 50% 
of the cells died after a shock of about 60 rnin 
(Fig. 1A). In contrast, r n h c  cells were very 
sensitive to os~notic stress with a 50% reduc- 
tion of cell viability after 5 to 10 inin (Fig. 
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Mvosin I1 filaments bind to actin fila- 
ments tnore effectively than myosin tnono- 
lners (1 0, 1 1  ). Phosphorylation of myosin I1 
a t  three threonine residues of its tail region 
inhibits filament forination (1 0, 12) and 
thus weakens the  interaction with actin 
filaments. Mutant mhcAh" produces a my- 
osin I1 heavy chain in which the  phospho- 
rylatable threonines are replaced by alanine 
residues. As a consequence of this tnuta- 
tion, rnvosin 11 exists ~ redominan t lv  in the  
fllamenious state, an2 the  assemily and 
disasse~nbly rate are probably strongly re- 
duced 19. 10).  These mhchAh cells showed ~, , 

the  same sensitivity to high concentrations 
of glucose as mhc- cells (Fig. l A ) ,  which 
suggests that phosp l~or~ la t ion  of myosin I1 
a t  its tail was required to protect cells 
against osmotic stress (1 3). 

Guanosine 3 ',5'-monophosphate (cGMP) 
acts as a universal second messenger in eu- 
karyotic cells (14). In D. discoideum, cGMP 
levels increase upon stirnulation with the che- 
moattractant adenosine 3'3-monophosphate 
(CAMP) (15). Intracellular cGMP regulates 
the assernblv and disassemblv of lnvosin fila- 
ments by iniucing the phosphorylation of the 
threonine residues (16). Ostnotic stress also 
activates guanylyl cyclase in wild-type D. dis- 
coideum cells; the cGMP concentration in- 
creased after 1 lnin and reached a peak at - 10 
min after the onset of stimulation (1 7) (Fig. 
1B). A transient accumulation of cGMP lev- 

H Kuwayama and P. J. M. Van Haasteris Department of 1A). Cell, of the mhc- mutant that had heen els upon addition of 300 mbf glucose was also 
B~ochemis t~ / ,  Un~vers~ty of Gron~ngen, Nijenborgh 4, 
9747 AG Groningen, Netherlands transfected with complementary DNA observed in wild-type XP55 and in the mhc"'t, 
M. Ecke and G. Gerisch, Max-~anck-~nst i tut  for Blochem- (=DNA) encoding norrnal lnyosin 11 heavy mhc-, and rnhc""" strains (Fig. 1B). No  ill- 
e ,  D-82143 Mariinsried, Germany, chains (mhc") showed a viability comparable crease of cGMP levels was found in the 
'To whom correspondence should be addressed. to that of the wild-type XP55 (Fig. 1A).  nonchemotactic mutant KI-8 in which gua- 
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Fig. 1. Time course of (A) sur- 
vival. (B) cGMP accumulation. 
and (C) myosin I I  heavy chain 
(MHC) phosphorylation in the 
presence of 300 mM glucose 
for wild-type XP55 and mutants 3 
KI-8, mhcw, mhc-, and mhc- 3 
of D. discoideum (30). Survival 5 and myosin I I  phosphorylation , 5C 
are presented as percent of un- 
stimulated cells. Results in (C) 
are the means 2 SD of three 
independent experiments with C 
triplicate determinations. 

Sunrival(%) 
A (30 rnin after osrnotlc shock) 

0 50 100 

mhc- 

* 

MHC phosphorylation (%) 
(30 min after osmotic shock) 

0 100 200 

Fig. 2. Restoration of (A) survival and (B) MHC 
phosphorylation by the cell-permeable cGMP 
analog 8Br-cGMP (31). Survival and myosin I I  
phosphorylation are presented as percent of un- 
stimulated cells. Solid bar, control; stippled bar, 
8Br-cGMP. Statistical analysis: Asterisk indi- 
cates P < 0.01, which is significantly lower than 
in wild-type cells; double asterisk indicates 
P < 0.05, which is significantly higher than with- 
out 8Br-cGMP. Results are the means ? SD of 
three independent experiments with triplicate 
determinations. 

nylyl cyclase activity is strongly reduced (18). 
To investigate the role of cGMP in osmoreg- 
ulation, we tested the survival of this mutant 
under conditions of osmotic stress. Mutant 
KI-8 cells proved to be very sensitive to 0s- 
motic stress; survival of these cells was re- 
duced by an amount similar to that seen in 
mhc- mutants (Fig. 1A). Moreover, 300 rnM 
glucose induced the transient phosphoryla- 
tion of myosin I1 in wild-type XP55 cells, 
which was alreadv detectable after 2 min. 
whereas mutant KI-8 showed no response 
(Fig. 1C). A cell-permeable cGMP analog, 
8-bromoguanosine 3',5'-monophosphate 
(8Br-cGMP), was added to these mutants 
in combination with 300 mM glucose. 
Whereas the survival of XP55, mhcw', mhc-, 
and mhcAAA was not influenced by 1 mM 
8Br-cGMP, the analog restored the survival 

Time (rnin) 

Fig. 3. Cell shape and localization of myosin I I  (red) and actin filaments (green) in XP55 cells before and 
after an osmotic shock with 300 mM glucose (32). Aconfocal section was made through the center of the 
cell; areas where myosin I I  and actin filaments colocalized are yellow. Bar, 5 pm. 

of mutant KI-8 (Fig. 2A). Half-maximal 
restoration was induced by -100 mM 8Br- 
cGMP and was specific for this cell-perme- 
able cGMP analog (19). In addition, 8Br- 
cGMP in the presence of glucose induced 
myosin I1 phosphorylation in KI-8 cells 
(Fig. 2B). Thus, a cell-permeable cGMP 
analog restored osmosensitivity in the gua- 
nylyl cyclase mutant but not in the myosin 
mutants. 

The distribution of the cytoskeletal pro- 
teins actin and myosin was analyzed by Eon- 
focal fluorescence microsco~v with labeled . , 
phalloidin to stain actin filaments and 
monoclonal antibodies to label myosin I1 
(Fig. 3). Control cells were highly motile and 
elongated with many pseudopodial exten- 
sions. Actin filaments were localized primar- 
ily in the extending pseudopodia (20), 
whereas myosin I1 was found throughout the 
cytoplasm and enriched in pseudopodia. At 
10 min after the osmotic shock with 300 mM 
glucose, cells shrank by -50% (21), assum- 
ing a rigid state in which a more spherical 
core region was surrounded by flattened ex- 
tensions. Filamental actin remained in the 
extensions. Myosin I1 moved within 10 min 
toward the cortex of the core; dual labeling 
revealed that myosin I1 was localized primar- 
ily in a layer beneath the actin-rich cortex. 

Thus, we propose the following model: 
Osmotic stress induces the activation of gua- 
nylyl cyclase. The main function of the pro- 
duced cGMP is to mediate myosin I1 phos- 
phorylation at three threonine residues on its 

tail, which enhances the disassembly of my- 
osin I1 filaments and thereby recruits myosin 
for deposition below a peripheral layer of 
actin filaments. Dictyostelium discodeum cells 
respond chemotactically to CAMP. Guanylyl 
cyclase and myosin I1 phosphorylation are 
essential for both osmo- and chemosensory 
transduction. Activation of guanylyl cyclase 
by these signals must use different mecha- 
nisms because chemotactic signal transduc- 
tion is ablated in mutants lacking the het- 
erotrimeric guanosine triphosphate binding 
protein (G protein) subunits Ga2 (22) or 
GP (23), which show a normal response to 
osmotic stress (24). In yeast, osmosensing is 
mediated by a two-component system com- 
posed of a histidine kinase and its receiver 
domain (25). In the yeast system, the sensor 
mediates osmoregulation through the pro- 
duction of glycerol. Recently, a gene encod- 
ing a putative histidine kinase has been iden- 
tified in D. discodeum; interestingly, a mu- 
tant with a disruption of this gene is sensitive 
to high osmolarities (26). Possibly, this two- 
component system is a common constituent 
of the osmosensory pathways, including the 
one that controls the actin and myosin sys- 
tem shown here. 
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Regulation of pH04 Nuclear Localization by the 
PH080-PH085 Cyclin-CDK Complex 
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Erin K. O'Shea* 

PH04, a transcription factor required for induction of the pH05 gene in response to 
phosphate starvation, is phosphorylated by the PH080-pH085 cyclin-CDK (cyclin-de- 
pendent kinase) complex when yeast are grown in phosphate-rich medium. pH04 was 
shown to be concentrated in the nucleus when yeast were starved for phosphate and was 
predominantly cytoplasmic when yeast were grown in phosphate-rich medium. The sites 
of phosphorylation on pH04 were identified, and phosphorylation was shown to be 
required for full repression of pH05 transcription when yeast were grown in high phos- 
phate. Thus, phosphorylation of pH04 by PH080-pH085 turns off pH05 transcription by 
regulating the nuclear localization of PH04. 

T h e  transcription of PHOS, which encodes a 
secreted acid phosphatase, is tightly repressed 
when Sacchnromyces cerevisine are grown in 
phosphate-rich medium, and its induction is 
more than 100-fold increased when yeast are 
starved for phosphate ( 1  ). Transcriptional in- 
duction of pH05 requires the transcription 
factor PH04 ,  and correlative evidence sug- 
gests that p H 0 4  activity is negatively regulat- 
ed by phosphorylation (2).  When  yeast are 
grown in phosphate-rich medium, the 
PH080-PH085 cyclin-CDK (cyclin-depen- 
dent kinase) complex phosphorylates P H 0 4  
(2) and transcription of P H 0 5  is repressed. 
When yeast are starved for phosphate, the 
kinase activity of the PH080-pH085 com- 
plex is down-regulated by the CDK inhibitor 
PH081  (3). This reduced activity results in 
the appearance of an underphosphorylated 
form of p H 0 4  (2) that, in colnhination with 
a second transcription factor, P H 0 2 ,  hinds to 
the pH05 promoter and activates pH05 
transcription (4). 

W e  wished to determine how changes in 
phosphate availability affect P H 0 4  func- 

tion. Phosphate starvation does not have a 
large effect on P H 0 4  stability; no difference 
in the arnount of P H 0 4  is observed hetnreen 
yeast grown in low versus high phosphate 
medium (2).  Because PI304 occupies binding 
sltes in the P H 0 5  promoter in vivo under 
inducing, hut not repressing, conditions (S), 
the phosphate signal is likely to affect P H 0 4  
function at the level of DNA binding or some 
prior step, such as nuclear localization. Pre- 
lirninary data suggest that phosphorylated and 
~~nphosphorylated p H 0 4  have a similar affin- 
ity for DNA (6).  

W e  therefore examined the suhcellular 
localization of P H 0 4  in wild-type cells 
grown in low or high phosphate medium. 
P H 0 4  is concentrated in the nucleus nrhen 
yeast are starved for phosphate and is largely 
cytoplasmic when yeast are grown in phos- 
phate-rich medium (Fig. 1, A to D). In  
pho80A and pho851 strains, in which P H 0 4  
is not phosphorylated (2)  and which express 
pH05 constitutively ( I ) ,  p H 0 4  was con- 
centrated in the nucleus, even when the 
strains were grown in phosphate-rich medi- 
um 16). In  contrast. P H 0 4  was  redom mi- 
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Francisco, CA 941 43-0448, USA. this strain, p H 0 4  is phosphorylated even 
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