caution and base our conclusions on scien-

tifically defensible evidence. The evidence

is still not conclusive as to whether we can

dismiss or substantiate a role for climate
change in that phenomenon.

C. F. D’Elia

Maryland Sea Grant College,

University of Maryland,

College Park, MD 20742, USA

R. W. Buddemeier

Kansas Geological Survey,

University of Kansas,
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S. V. Smith

Department of Oceanography,
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Rare Trees

The Florida torreya was described in Ran-
dom Samples (8 Dec., p. 1573) as “the
rarest tree in North America.” With a pop-
ulation size of only 1500, it is indeed rare;

but several other trees may be more worthy
of this title. For example, Franciscan man-
zanita (Arctostaphylos hookeri ssp. fran-
ciscana) is presumed extinct in its native
habitat on the San Francisco Peninsula, and
only occurs in cultivation (1). Another pos-
sible candidate is the Presidio manzanita
(Arctostaphylos hookeri ssp. ravenii), also na-
tive to the San Francisco Bay area, which
appears to have a single clone (1). If full
species status is required to be North Amer-
ica’s rarest tree, | nominate the Catalina
Island Mountain Mahogany (Cercocarpus
traskiae), whose population size has dwin-
dled to six adult trees (2). This distinctive
species is restricted to a gully on the south-
west side of Santa Catalina Island off the
coast of California. When the population
was first discovered in 1897, it consisted of
more than 40 trees, but it has declined
rapidly over the past century because of
overgrazing by introduced herbivores. For-
tunately, it appears to be making a rapid
recovery as a result of the recent construc-
tion of a fence around two of the remaining
trees. More than 70 seedlings have been
observed in the fenced area (2).
Loren H. Rieseberg
Biology Department,
Indiana University,
Bloomington, IN 47405, USA
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Italian Academic Turnover

Susan Biggin (News & Comment, 10 Nov.,
p- 909) is to be congratulated for the clarity
of her description of the conundrum of
national competitions for university ap-
pointments in Italy. Retirement mecha-
nisms are another peculiarity of Italian ac-
ademic life that are difficult to explain to
the international scientific community. Al-
though full professors retire at age 77, at age
72 they officially abandon their chair and
enter a special category (“fuori ruolo”),
which implies relief from conventional ac-
ademic duties, but allows them to retain full
salary and the right of sitting—and vot-
ing—in faculty councils. In the past, chairs
could be immediately open for a new ap-
pointment. However, because of recent fi-
nancial constraints in Italy, new appoint-
ments for existing chairs now require the
availability of ad hoc financial coverage,
which in fact is precluded by the simulta-
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neous coverage of the salary of the “fuori

ruolo” professor. The consequent delay in

the turnover of professors provides further

concern for the cultural renewal of Italian

universities (as well as, admittedly, relief to
the national pension scheme).

Benedetto Terracini

Department of Biomedical Sciences

and Human Oncology,

University of Torino,

Via Santena 7,

10126 Torino, Italy
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Useful Antisense

In her Research News article “Antisense
has growing pains” (27 Oct., p. 575),
Trisha Gura illustrates the uncertainty
that has been encountered when one asks
how antisense compounds really work as
drugs. The article does not touch on an-
other area where antisense as a technology
has worked as it is supposed to and has
readily produced products in the market.
The genetically engineered Flvr-Savr to-
mato is transformed with an antisense po-
lygalacturonase gene for delayed softening
and increased durability. The antisense
expression of a stearoyl-acyl carrier pro-

tein desaturase gene has also modified the

Brassica seed’s oil (canola), resulting in a

high-stearate phenotype (1) that could
form the basis of a natural margerine.

Ling Yuan

Calgene, Inc.,

1920 Fifth Street,

Davis, CA 95616, USA

E-mail: yuan@calgene.com
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Corrections and Clarifications

In the heading of the review of Brethren of the
Net: American Entomology, 1840-1880 (22
Dec., p. 2035), the surname of the author of
the book was misspelled; the correct name is
Sorensen.

The figure accompanying the Research News
article “Can nuclear waste keep Yucca Moun-
tain dry—and safe?” by Wade Roush (15 Dec.,
p. 1761) was inadvertently inverted.

In the article “China’s unique environment fa-
vors large intervention trials” by Jeffrey
Mervis (“Science in China,” 17 Nov., p.
1149), Linxian county is incorrectly referred
to as “Linxian Province.” In the table on page
1138 of the same issue, the last item, the

“CAS [Chinese Academy of Sciences] Insti-
tute of Virology, Beijing,” should have been
the “Institute of Virology, Chinese Academy
of Preventive Medicine, Beijing.”

Reference 12 of the Report “Defective lymphoid
development in mice lacking Jak3” by T.
Nosaka et al. (3 Nov., p. 800) should have
included the following citation: P. Macchi et
al., Nature 377, 65 (1995).

In the response by J. Craig Venter to the letter to
the editor “Pioneering work” (29 Sept., p.
1805), the words “base pair” and the abbrevi-
ation “bp” should have read “base.”

The News article “Tracing Croatia’s ‘disap-
peared’ ” by Eliot Marshall (29 Sept., p. 1812)
should have stated that Kupres is a town in
southwestern Bosnia, not northern Croatia.

Letters to the Editor

Letters may be submitted by e-mail
(at science_letters@aaas.org), fax (202-
289-7562), or regular mail (Science, 1333
H Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005,
USA). Letters are not routinely acknowl-
edged. Full addresses, signatures, and
daytime phone numbers should be in-
cluded. Letters should be brief (300
words or less) and may be edited for
reasons of clarity or space. Letter writers
are not consulted before publication.
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