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Dialogue Links 
Religion and Science 

At the invitation of AAAS and 
the Boston Theological Institute 
(BTI), more than 150 theologians 
and scientists eathered in Boston " 

this month to explore ways of 
making doctrines of environmen- 
tal responsibility an integral part 
of religious teachings. It was the 
first activity in a new AAAS Pro- 
gram on Dialogue Between Sci- 
ence and Religion. 

The meeting focused on the 
interrelationships among con- 
sumption patterns, population 
erowth. and environmental 
iustainability, and ways religious 
communities can help people de- 
velop greater awareness of how 
life-stvle decisions affect the bal- 
ance of world resources. 

AAAS program director 
Audrey Chapman says the con- 
ference, supported by the Pew 
Charitable Trusts, was organized 
because "the religious community 
has become verv interested in en- 
vironmental issues at the congre- 
gational and denominational lev- - 
els, but has not yet framed the 
ethical and theological issues in a 
scientific context." 

One aim, according to coordi- 
nator Barbara Smith-Moranof BTI, 
was to develo~ a set of recommen- 
dations for religious leaders who 
want to help their congregants "re- 
claim frugality, equity, and genu- 
ine concern for fellow humans." 
Information from the talks and 
panel discussions will be used along 
with related curricrllum materials 
to guide discussions in religious and 
academic settings. 

For information, call 202- 
326-6600 or send an e-mail 
message via the Internet to: 
science-policy@aaas.org. 
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"Brain Books" Offer Basics dovetailed with interests of 
NIDA, which is fundine the 

Many of the students in The 
Learning Bank's adult l~teracy 
classes dropped out of school be- 
fore they got to b~ology, so they 
don't have a very good 
Idea about how the hu- , 
man body works. The 
Bran Book, newly pub- 
lished by AAAS, of- 
fers some of the basics. 

"They love lt," says 
Carol Osgood, pro- 
gram coordinator at 
the communitv-based 
program in Baltimore, 
Marvland. "There was a real 
vacuum in their understanding, 
and this is helping to fill it." 

The book describes brain 
anatomv, functions, and disorders . . 
in easy-to-read language, with 
clear pictures and diagrams. A 
companion volume, Brain and 

Behavior, explains mental health 
and the neuroloeical effects of 

" 

project and using the two "brain 
books" as the core of a pilot drug- ., 

life-style habits. Both were pro- 
duced bv Science + Literacv for 

' Health, alolnt prolect 
, %, t L of AAAS and the Na- 

t ~ o n a l  Institute on 
Drug Abuse (NIDA). 

The project is an 
offshoot of Sctence 

i 
Books & Ftlrns (SBF), 
a AAAS gu~de to sci- 
ence mater~als. "We 
had become aware 
that people were us- 

ing children's science books in 
adult literacy classes. There was 
clearly a need for instructional 
materials for adults that were sci- 
entifically accurate and relevant," 
says Maria Sosa, the AAAS 
project director and editor-in- 
chief of SBF. That awareness 

education program. 
The books, written at a 4th- to 

7th-grade reading level, were de- 
veloped and field-tested with ex- 
tensive i n ~ u t  from adults with 
low-level reading skills, to reflect 
realistic auestions and concerns. 

Osgood, a former chemistry 
teacher, would like to see similar 
books done for all the systems of 
the bodv. Alreadv the "brain 
booksn a're spawnkg imitators. 
The U.S. Department of Energy 
is sponsoring AAAS develop- 
ment of a similar book that will 
explain the Human Genome 
Project, a major effort to map all 
the human genes. 

For information, call Maria 
Sosa at 202-326-6453: via the . , 

Internet at: msosa@aaas.org. 

Post-Communist Purge 
Hits Science 

Democracy is taking root in Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe, but thou- 
sands of scientists and professors 
in several post-communist coun- 
tries have lost their jobs in a purge 
that's more characteristic of the 
former regimes, according to a 
AAAS report. 

An analysis by the Science 
and Human Rights Program found 
that the academic and scientific 
communities in Bulgaria, Ger- 

many, and the Czech Republic 
have been hard hit by lustration 
(cleansing) laws designed to weed 
out "politically tainted" pb l i c  
employees. 

In Bulgaria, 3000 scientists and 
university teachers have been pe- 
nalized, and in the German state 
of Saxony, 884 university profes- 
sors and more than 10,000 other 
teachers were fired. In the Czech 
Republic, the dismissal rate is es- 
timated at nearly six percent of 
all scientists and teachers. 

Synthesis of science and art: To mark the 10th anniversary of its Art of 
Science and Technology Program, AAAS is displaying a sample of works by 
a number of artists who have exhibited in the Association's galleries since 
1985. Shown above is a 1992 aluminum and Plexiglas sculpture by Tony 
Robbin that was inspired by quasi-crystal geometry. The retrospective show 
runs through 12 January 1996. 

Co-author Morton Sklar says 
the ~olicies are "a variant of the 
concept of affirmative action," 
but the sweeping dismissals, car- 
ried out through automatic 
screening procedures rather than 
case-by-case adjudications, have 
been repressive and "pose a new 
threat to scientific and academic 
freedom in Central and Eastern 
Europe." 

For a copy of the report, con- 
tact Sklar at 202-326-6799 or by 
the Internet at: msklar@aaas.org. 
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