
Vignettes: Concern for Animals 

Where the women's movement and the struggle of black women and men have 
been identity movements, made by those people declared Other by those with 
power, animal liberation was to be carried out by human beings on behalf of others. 
Arguably the silence of the oppressed was a significant part of their attraction; the 
liberators could speak on their behalf unfettered by any voices which said "that is 
not how I feel, that is not how I am, how dare you presume to speak for me." 

-Hilary Rose 

A question I have often wondered about is whether most students who feel uneasy 
about dissecting anesthetized animals actually do so out of sympathy with the 
animals. Would they do whatever is necessary to help an injured animal, or are 
they just uneasy about handling live animals? I wonder about this especially when 
I am told that women students are more reluctant to do lab dissections than the 
men are. Are we really dealing with differences in empathy with other living 
creatures or with differences in permitted squeamishness? 

-Ruth Hubbard 

-From Reinventing Biology: Respect for Life and the Creation of Knowledge 
(Lynda Birke and Ruth Hubbard, Eds.; Indiana University Press) 

bifiircation (ilualitative change in behav- 
ior) phenomena observed or expected as a 
control parameter is varied. 

A begitltliilg is made at drawing a con- 
nection between fl~lctuations at the micro- 
scopic level and macroscopic behavior. 
Fluct~~atiolls may become important near 
bifurcatiotl points or in chaotic systems, and 
it seems likely that chemical patterns may 
be a good area for investigating their effect. 
These treatments are mainly on the ineso- 
scopic level. 

This book vrovides a current and vital 
review of ail important and active area of 
research. 
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