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O The explosion at Chemobyl firm Caqapenon Berftard SGE. Japan Envisions NW 
invApril1986 kiled 3 1 people at The repart r m  that Accelerator 
the site and spewed radioactive a new concrete shelter be built Two Japmese institutes are lag 
particks now blamed for a re- over the sarcophagus. A high- ing plans to boost their country' 
ported rise in the incidence of level nuclear policy panel that role in elementary particle phys 
&void eancers in children in a d v b  Ukrainian President Le- ics by building a $700 milliw 

To prevent the escape of onid Kuchma backs the plan. A 50-GeV accelerator to produc 
.mote doact ive  material, So- new shelter, says chemist Valery K mesons, or kaons. 
&& engineers built a concrete Kukhar, who chairs the pan& The new facility will be base 

, ."s&mpbgps" over the damaged would let scientists contmue at KEK, the Institute for Hi 
mctor. Ukrainian scientim set their work in the sarcophagus - Energy Fhysics, in Tsukuba, an 
up shop inside to study, and wuld a h  Ukraine to runjointly with the Wrmkyc 
other things, a unique, lethally clean up the site. hit the Aelter Tokyo's Institute for Nmim 

, r  d i c t : i v e  mineral formed from would cost a b t  $1 bi1fjbp-a Science. Columbia University' 
wolten nuclear fuel. price Ukraine's stru&hg eco- Shoji Nagamiya, who aired th 

But the scientists in the sar- nomy can't afford, K & h  sap, plan this month at a physic 
cophagus now have more than Other scientise have suggested meeting in Santa Fe, New Mex 
radiipactivity to fear. Last July, a simply filling the sarcophqus ico, says it will be used to stud 
consmiurn of experts hired by with concrete. hlgh-energy kaons, p' ~ons, ani 

Chernobyl Lab's the European Commission con- Because WestemEurope would heavy ions. An added feature- 
Destiny Uncertain cluded that the 300W-ton. fwmostofthebill, it isexpected and one that r a i d  thecast-i 

A unique research lab h i d e  the structure would collapse in a to decide the fate of the damaged the, capability to shoat a stniam E 
destroyed Chernobyl nuclear re- strow earthquake. n e  collapse react0r.b a qeetirgcrfa w o r k i  neutrinos into a cavern 250 ki 
actor may have to be abandoned, would level the lab and spew ra- group of the G7-an economic lometem away at the soon-to 
depending in part on what hap- dioactive dust aver a "sipn'rfi- alliance of four Westem hro- be-compiet@ Supetffiiokand 
pens next month at a meeting of cantn area around Chemobyl, peancountria, the Unitedstates, neutrino detector, anexperimen 
Westerncounaiesintentonaverr- states a report from the Alliance Canada, and Japan-in Kiev expected to help determine whe 
ing anoiher mdiation disaster. consortium, 1 4  by the French early in November. ther neutrinos have mass and 

so, how mu&. 
. Peter D. k e s ,  physics diner 

Britain to Keep tioned the wisdom of the reorga- and technological issues." tor at Los Losos Natbnal Labc 
Science Committee nhtion, which critics fear will JohnMulvey,spokespexwmfor ratory, says such a facility 'tg 

The British government's sur- tie science too closely to industry. the lobbying group Save British been talked about for a.numbe 
prise decision this summer to re- But they could at least take corn- Scienee,.welcomes the decision of years, but ot+ eountrie 
organize its top scfence office is fort that Ian Lang, president of to keep",rhe committee but werenot abletomakeithappep. 
still provoking controversy, as a the Boa&ldTrade and the Cabi- saesses the- scientitic commun- Proponents hope ta' win Ini& 
debate in Parliament last week net nritrist'er now responsible for ity'smmhui$j w&is about the funding in Japan's t , & ~  
showed One question h e  shake- science, miid that the govefn- move ofrQ$r m DTI, Noti& which would permi~c@.qa 
up had left hangtng-whether to ment wished to continue the.in- that DTI is to'&ply soon to the of the project by 2002.Pjaht& 
abolish Parliament's science and dependent parlikmentary p d ,  gene&= report, which focuses on for the consmction afthe accel 
technologycommittee--now ap- which Lang said %as taclded a medical and-ethical-not cqm- erator to be a donieseic pmjw 
pears to have been settled, with varietp of imporcant topics and macial-issues, he says, "It's ab- but international scientific in 
the committee's future safe. played a considerable role in surd &at the president of the volvement will be on the agend 

The science and technology drawing Eattention to] scientific Board of Trade should respond." at a k x x d x r  workshop inTokyc: 
committee was .set up following 
the creation of the Office of Sci- 
ence and Technalagy in 1992 to 
offer the government advice on 
science policy. Among its works 
are a report on human genetics, 
completed earlier this year, 
a review of Britain's research 
-ils, to begin this fall. But 
its fumy was in do& following 
the sudden sh& of the OST from the Administration is planning for the the White House and Congress will reach agreement 

begins on 1 October 1996. "While 'sometime between Thanksgiving and Christmas" on 
the Cabinet m i c e  to the De- are looking at cuts of 20% or more, individual 1996 spending bills. The key, she said, is . 
pamnmt of Trade and Industry maintain current levels [for basic re- moving some or all of the $7 billion that Congress has 
(Dn) in July. the best we can do." added to defense into high-priority social programs, a , 

h t  week, in the first parlla- mbers wanted more, however, espe- compromise that would allow both sides to keep their : 
mmtary debate on science since 
the shifs many members qws- 
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