
mens for chlamydia and chancroid. Cipro- 
floxacin, a recommended treatment for 
gonorrhea, costs only $1.75 per course. 

The Rakai study is not unique; mass 
treatment with Azithromycin is also being 
evaluated in a clinical trial of trachoma 
  rev en ti on in several African countries. 
Historically, therapies such as Ivermectin 
for river blindness or he~at i t i s  B vaccine. 
which were expensive during the research 
phase, are now affordable and widely used. 
Thus, research costs cannot necessarily be 
extrapolated to programmatic costs when 
potential applications are assessed. 

The Rakai study was designed to deter- 
mine the impact of intensive STD control 
on HIV incidence and to identify which 
STDs are most strongly associated with 
HIV transmission. It is an efficacy trial 
designed to provide the scientific basis 
for policy and is not intended as an effec- 
tiveness study to test an operational strat- 
egy per se. The findings from the Rakai 
study will be used to devise rational, tar- 
geted strategies that can be evaluated by 
operational research. We believe that 
sound policy should be based on solid 
science and that the scientific findings 
from the Rakai study will be applicable to 
intervention programs in Uganda and 
elsewhere. 

Maria J. Wawer 
Columbia University School 

of Public Health, 
New York, NY 10032, USA 

Ronald H. Gay 
Thomas Quinn 

johns Hopkins University 
Medical Institutions , 

Baltimore, MD 21 205, USA 

Additional Reference 

We wish to call attention to an additional 
reference that is relevant to our recent report 
demonstrating magnetic resonance imaging of 
elastic properties of materials, on the basis of 
visualization of acoustic shear waves (29 
Sept., p. 1854). Winfried Denk and colleagues 
have used a method that employs similar mo- 
tion-sensitizing gradients to observe oscillato- 
ry flow of fluid in the cochlea in response to 
applied longitudinal acoustic waves (I ). 

Richard L. Ehman 
James F. Geenleaf 

Mayo Clinic and Foundation, 
Rochester, MN 55905, USA 
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Corrections and Clarifications 

In the letter "Asymmetrical ability" by G. 
Hic1:ok et al. (13 Oct., p. 217), the two 
sets of means and standard deviations that 
appeared in parentheses were inadvertently 
interchanged. In line 11 of the second para- 
graph, the mean should have been -0.34 
and the standard deviation, 0.14. In line 
20 of the same paragraph, the mean should 
have been -0.23 and the standard devia- 
tion, 0.24. Reference 1 should not have been 
cited in the first sentence of the second 
paragraph. 

Letters to the Editor 

Letters may be submitted by e-mail 
(at science-letters@aaas.org), fax (202- 
289-7562), or regular mail (Science, 
1333 H Street, NW, Washington, DC 
20005). Letters will not be routinely ac- 
knowledged. Full addresses, signatures, 
and daytime phone numbers should be 
included. Letters should be brief (300 
words or less) and may be edited for 
reasons of clarity or space. Beginning in 
October 1995, our previous policy of 
consulting with all letter authors before 
publication will be discontinued. 
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