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I Hard questions 

The emrironmental effects of d i i x i ~ i n e d e d  herbicides such as Agent Or- 
angs, sprayed by the U.S. m i l i  dwing the V i  War (mangrove forests south 
of Ho Chi Minh City in 1970, left, unsprrryed; right, after spraying), have kmg been 
the subject of debate. A letter recommends fobw-up study of those effects. Other 
letters discuss electronic publishing, the academic job market, and fuslon. 

Dioxins in Vietnam 

With reestablishment of full diplomatic rec- 
ognition of Vietnam by the U.S. govern- 
ment finally accomplished, it seems appro- 
priate to ask why no studies of the environ- 
mental effects of dioxin UCDD (tetrachlo- 
rodibenzodioxin)] in Vietnam have been 
undertaken by the U.S. government. In fact, 
the National Academy of Sciences in 1974 
recommended that studies "be started imme- 
diately" (1). This apparent lack of concern 
on the Dart of our eovernment contrasts with " 
actions of Canada, Japan, and other coun- 
tries. Canada has an extensive pilot program 
operating in the south of Vietnam helping to 
assist and further train Vietnamese scientists 
in methods of assessing degrees of dioxin 
contamination. The Canadians calculate 
that Vietnam. a countrv one-third the size of 
British ~ o l u i b i a ,  was'subjected to annual 
environmental loadines of dioxin more than - 
150 times greater than annual worst-case 
loadings to the British Columbia environ- 
ment as a result of pulp mill discharges (2). 

As a recent editorial (3) stated 

Many in the Un i ted  States may feel a special 
responsibility t o  jo in  the ongoing research efforts 
by inadequately funded investigators from Eu- 
rope and other countries, especially those from 
France and the Wor ld  Heal th Organization. It is 
also the case that scientific information about 
TCDD effects gleaned from studies in Vietnam 
w i l l  help industrialized nations t o  deal w i t h  wide- 
spread contamination by d iox in  in their o w n  
environments. 

We believe the AAAS would contribute 
to a truly significant follow-up to the work 
of its Herbicide Assessment Commission 

(4) by urging Congress to fund a full-scale 
study of dioxin in Vietnam, offering its good 
services as desired. 
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Electronic Publishing 

In their editorial " 'Wired' science or whither 
the printed page!" (4 Aug., p. 615), Shmuel 
Winograd and Richard N. Zare state that the 
scientific community must ask "some very 
hard questions" about electronic publishing. 
One point made by Winograd and Zare may 
lead readers to believe that electronic publish- 
ing precludes peer-review and that this results 
in rapid publishing. The speed of dissemina- 
tion of electronic journals comes not from 
bypassing the peer-review process, but from 
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