chemicals could be used as a model for the
generation of shell patterns Ermentrout de-
veloped a model using a neural net. Because
the pigment-excreting cells in the mantle of
a mollusk are under neural control, it is
plausible to approach the problem by way of
well-understood neural mechanisms that
activate pigment synthesis locally while in-
hibiting it laterally. Formally, Ermentrout’s
models and results are similar to those de-
scribed by Meinhardt, a feature of neural
net models he points out. Thus, the main
result and interest of The Algorithmic Beauty
of Sea Shells is to show how a very large
range of complex and beautiful patterns can
be understood by an elegant insight. Al-
though nearly 200 pages of text on this one
topic may seem a bit much for some readers,
the book is clearly written with many ap-
peals to common experience for beginners.
And it helps that the modeled subjects are
beautiful. In effect a celebration of the pow-
er of analytical thinking, the book would
make a splendid gift for anyone with an
interest in how a mathematical model is
designed and executed as well as anyone
interested in the subject matter itself.
Edward C. Cox
Department of Molecular Biology,
Princeton University,

Princeton, NJ 08544, USA
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same initials and surname, at the same institution; or, in the case of non-Western
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Women’s names are normally indicated by the inclusion in full of one first name
(unless the university, department or individual has requested otherwise), any
other first names being represented by initials only (e.g. Smith, Mary J.). The word
“Mrs.” may be included in the entries for married women, but “Miss” is omitted when
a first name is given in full, unless it is likely to be unfamiliar as such to English-

Where, as a matter of policy, an institution does not wish to differentiate
between male and female staff, a note to that effect is printed at the head of its

—“Notes on the University Chapters” in Commonwealth UniversitiesYearbook:
A Directory to the Universities of the Commonwealth and the Handbook of Their
Association, 1994 edition, volume 1 (Association of Commonwealth Universities)

Counting heads in University departments . . . is by no means a straightforward

—Deirdre O’Sullivan, in Equity Issues for Women in Archaeology
(Margaret C. Nelson, Sarah M. Nelson, and Alison Wylie,

Eds.; American Anthropological Association)
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