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LETTERS 
Significant pli 

Volunteer and amateur fossil dig- 
gers (right) can make valuable 
contributions to museum and uni- 
vmity collections, but they need 
to know the rules of the game. 

The American Association for the Advancement of Science 
was founded in 1848 and incorporated in 1874. ltsobjecfwes 

Prominent "coaches" in paeon- 
are to further the walk of scientists, to facilitate cooperation a- I I tobgy write optimistilly in light of I 
mong them, to foster scientific freedom and respo.nsibility, to a dinosaur d i k ~ ~ v t ~ ~  by n0npr0- 
improve the effectiveness of science in the promotion of hu- 
man welfare, toadvanceeducation in science, and to increase fessiOnaLs that was Of 
publicunderstanding andappreciationof the importanceand bounds. " Other letters discuss 
promise of the methcds of science in human progress. Florida scrub jays, Italian research 
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ing, and "idiot savants." 

Helpful Fossil Hunters recognized contributions made by the avo- 
cational community, and most major public 

It is unfortunate that the Parker family had museums in the United States have strong 
the misfortune of not realizing who owned outreach programs as well. Miller is correct 
the land where they discovered the Alber- in saying that at this time it is illegal for 
tosuurus, as reported in the article "Amateur avocational paleontologists to collect fossil 
fossil hunters dig up trouble in Montana" by vertebrates from federal public lands. The 
Carol Potera (News & Comment, 14 April, SVP is helping to develop legislation de- 
p. 198). Amateur paleontologists are an signed to enfranchise avocational collecting 
important resource to many of the paleon- on these lands. 
tology programs in Colorado. Many profes- In 1991, Richard Stucky of the Denver 
sionals have amateur paleontologists listed Museum of Natural History conducted a 
as responsible personnel on their state and survey of 33 public institutions in the Unit- 
federal permits. We go to extra efforts to ed States (1 ). Of 1.8 million cataloged fossil 
ensure that the amateurs who work with us vertebrate specimens, 48% had been ac- 
collect in a professional fashion and know quired from U.S. public lands; 94% of the 
the laws and ethics that pertain to collect- 1.8 million were collected by professional 
ing. For vertebrate fossils, the laws and reg- scientists; 6% were donated by avocational 
ulations are clear: To collect on public land paleontologists; and 0.3% were acquired 
you need a permit, and on private hnds you from commercial paleontologists. I hope 
need the owner's permission. that the outreach programs cited above will 

Our institutions are the major reposito- increase the contributions made by the avo- 
ries for fossils in Colorado. None of our three cational community. 
institutions has made an offer to the Peebles It is deplorable that the commercializa- 
family to collect the Albertosaurus. tion of fossils has resulted in monetary con- 

Richard K. Stucky cems supplanting scientific and educational 
Denver Museum of Natural History, ones. SVP is also working to ensure that our 

Denver, CO 80205-5798, USA nation's heritage of fossils is retained in the 
Peter Robinson public domain, rather than being lost from 

Museum, University of Colorado, it through commercial activities. 
Boulder, CO 80309, USA Michael 0. Woodbume 

Brooks Britt Society of Vertebr~ Paleontology, 
Museum of Westem Colorado, c/o Department of Earth Sciences, 

G r d  Junction, CO 81 502-5020, USA University of California, 
Room 1432, Geology Budding, 

AS a member of the Society of Vertebrate Riverside, CA 92521 , USA 
Paleontology (SVP), I am concerned about 
some implications in Don Miller's letter, References 
"Amateur fossil huntingH (9 June, p. 1420). 

1. R. K. Stucky and S. Ware, Fossil Cdktions h Mu- 
SVP's committees on outreach and on ed- m s  (- Museum of Natural ~ i i ~ l y ,  m, 
ucation are working to support the well- CO, 1991). 
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