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health effects. is also at risk; oceanography could spheric Administration. Japan appears to be bucking the 
global tide of trimming govem- 
m&t funds for science. This 

Us.-Russian Science tually operate as an independent made to Soros to pitch in as well, month the government told, its 
Fuundation,Takes Shape nonprofit. NSF Ditector Neal to the tune of $10 million. ministries to set aside $1.4 billion 
A foundation for US.-Russian Lane is now setting up a board of Meanwhile, ISF, which runs more next fiscal year for reseafih 
cooperative march  projects, directtxs, which will hold its first out of money this year, is moving and irthmucture, even as it an- 
stuck in the starting blocks since' meeting on 13 and 14 Sptem- forward with plans to stay in nounced other budget cuts. 
it was authorized by Congfesa 3 ber. Tom Owens of NSFs divi- business as a service for adminis- The allocation of new 
yearsago,isWyupand&. sion of international programs trating grants from other do- money--$12.5 billion was spent 

Funding woes have held up expects the board will solicit pro- no-including, it hopes, the on science in 1993-will be 
the foundation's debut ever since posals later this fall that covrld new civilian fund The goal is to worked out betweennow and De- 
Representative George Brown r d t  in awarding the entire $19 p m e  LSFs Rwian contacts, cember, and won't be official un- 
( M A )  sponsored legislation million. Owens says the program tax breaks, and other infrastruc- til the 19% budget is adopted in 
establishing it in 1992. The could continue if the Russian aire, "instead of having that fall April. But an official of the Min- 
money was to come fmm a De- government follows through on by the wayside," says ISF staffer istry of Educatioxi, Science, 
partrnent of Defense fund meant "a &-faith commitmentn it James Garry. Sports, and Culture (Monbusho) 
for defense conversion aid to 
the former Soviet Union, and 
last year DOD h l l y  set aside 
$10 d l i m  for the project. But 
releasing the money hinged on 
matching funds that the Na- 
tional Science Foundation WSF) 

': hoped to receive from bilbo- 
George Soros's International &i- 
ence Foundation (ISF). The IS 
came through with $5 million 
this May, freeing up half the 
DODfunds. 

That put the ball in the NSFs 
court. NSF is charged with over- 
seeing the foundation-caUed 
The U.S. Civilian Research and 
Development Fo~dation for the 
Newly Independent States of the 
Soviet Union-which will even- 

sponse Corp. (IRC) is o 
hai officials to stage tes 
of HIU-infected Thais, 

can neither con 
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says it hopes to spend more on 
research grants, facility upgrad?, 
and the new Centers of Excel- 
lence (Science, 28 July, p. 474). 

The spending boast is in & a 
response-to cuk in private sector 
r-h as thp Japanese econ- . 
omy remains mired ' a 3.5-year 
recession. In fact, J&'S overall 
research spending&pped in 1993 
fior the first time in 40 years, ac- 
carding to the Science and Tech- 
nology Agency. Although tele- 
communications and computer 
netwmks are certain to be part of 
the new package, basic research 
should also benefit. T h e  govem- 
ment is seeking to nurture the 
seeds of future industries," the 
Monbqho official says. 




