
ures who are likely to be familiar to readers of 
the 1990s. We are treated to Golden's en- 
counters with many of the era's key figures in 
policy-making for weapons and national se- 
curity-Blanpied thoughtfully provides brief 
biographical sketches of them-including J. 
Robert Oppenheimer, Vannevar Bush, Rob- 
ert F. Bacher, James B. Conant, Lee A. Du- 
Bridge, Karl T. Compton, Theodore von 
Karman, and I. I. Rabi. 

Golden's investigation led him to write a 
report to the President on 18 December 
1950-Blanpied reprints the document- 
that a new OSRD was not needed at the 
moment, though Golden added that one 
might be required in a future emergency to 
provide a place for innovative scientists 
who might devise radically new weapons 
yet feel uncomfortable in a military organi- 
zation. He urged that a different initiative 
was required-the creation of a regular sci- 
ence adviser to the president. Such a person 
could bring civilian scientific expertise 
more strongly to bear on problems of na- 
tional defense and could initiate a new 
OSRD should one become necessary. Partly 
following Golden's recommendation, Tru- 
man, on 19 April 1951, established a Sci- 
ence Advisory Committee in the Office of 
Defense Mobilization, to provide advice not 
only to the director of the office but to 
himself on scientific matters, particularly in 
connection with national defense. 

Blanpied also reprints the memorandum 
that Golden submitted, on 15 February 
195 1, concerning the new National Science 
Foundation (NSF). Here Golden dealt in 
part with the pivotal issue of whether the 
NSF should conduct military research, an 
activity that Vannevar Bush's original plan 
for the agency envisioned it would under- 
take. Golden had discovered that the mili- 
tarv itself was alreadv fostering an enormous - 
variety of research. He recommended that 
the NSF stick to the strictly civilian task of 
basic research and training. Policy-making 
scientists agreed unanimously with that po- 
sition, and the National Science Board 
made it the NSF's own. 

Golden was a probing inquirer and lucid 
summarizer, and one wishes that Blanpied 
had published a broader range of his con- 
versational memoranda. The memoranda 
Blanpied has chosen to reproduce do illu- 
minate the origins of the scientific advisory 
system, but only in part. The omitted mem- 
oranda reveal in often vivid detail the atti- 
tudes toward defense research and civilian 
scientists in various militarv aeencies at the , " 
time of the Korean War, including a resis- 
tance to civilian exDerts on the Dart of 
many military officers. They are not only 
historically valuable; they also undergirded 
Golden's recommendation for a civilian sci- 
ence adviser. What Golden learned about 
the military's resistance to civilian scien- 

tists, not to mention about diversity and 
competition within defense R&D, signifi- 
cantly affected his conclusion that it would 
be advantageous for a civilian scientist to 
have the president's ear. 

Military possessiveness of research also 
disappointed the early fortunes of the Na- 
tional Science Foundation. Bush, along 
with many of his colleagues, had expected 
that once the NSF was created military 
agencies such as the Office of Naval Re- 
search would turn over the basic research 
projects they were sponsoring to the care of 
the new civilian agency. Golden endorsed 
that expectation, but it quickly became 
clear that the military agencies would not 
likely cede any research projects (or mon- 
ies) of conseauence to the foundation. That 
reksal, comdined with the lack of new re- 
sources for nonmilitary research during the 
emergency, left the NSF with little to do 
until after the war. 

No matter for basic research and train- 
ing: Although before the Korean War many 
academic scientists might have welcomed 
transfers from ONR to NSF, after it most 
did not. Defense R&D fundine had skvrock- - 
eted during the conflict and continued ris- 
ing after it. Most academic scientists be- 
lieved, as did Lee DuBridge, the president of 
the California Institute of Technology, that 
Congress would not appropriate to NSF the 
sizable funds that it gave the military and 
that their universities would "eo broke verv - 
promptly" if they had to rely on that (see 
this reviewer's "Cold War and hot physics: 
science, security, and the American state, 
1945-1956," Historical Studies in the Physical 
Sciences 20 [no. 21, 259 [1990]). 

They are not going broke in the current 
post-Cold War circumstances, but they are 
worried. For better or for worse, since 
World War I1 militarv considerations have 
been crucial in science policy-making and 
the science advisory system. Golden's mem- 
oranda provide a rich perspective on how, 
during the Korean emergency, they figured 
in shaping the future of both. The full set of 
them can be consulted in three presidential 
libraries, the Library of Congress, and the 
Center for the History of Physics of the 
American Institute of Physics. 
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