testified about it ought to be”—all from two
pages in the thick of the book (pp. 312-13).
Even in the acknowledgments we read of a
friend who has “taught me some common
sense about the moral economy of modern
science” and of an editor who has provided
him *“a moral education.” And for all that—
with all that—Shapin proffers not even
Porter’s one word of acknowledgment that
in pushing “moral” into the center of atten-
tion, making it the axis around which all
historical apprehension turns, he is doing
something different from what historians
and, especially, sociologists had been doing,
or had thought of themselves as doing,
through most of this century.

Shapin’s expressed antipathy to the no-
tion of postmodernity notwithstanding, he
is in his ‘“foregrounding” of the moral
dimension of social life obviously and em-
phatically postmodern. And what is it that
has brought “the moral” into such prom-
inence on the contemporary, postmodern,
cultural horizon, and more particularly
and remarkably on the contemporary in-
tellectual horizon? Is this not largely a
consequence of the disappearance of truth
from our horizon!?

Paul Forman
Smithsonian Institution,

Washington, DC 20560, USA
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