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NIH Escapes the Ax-For :Iaw 
A House appropriations subcommittee has voted to boost NIH's budget by 5.7%, but it will be tough to 

maintain that increase through the rest of the appropriations process 

A s  Republican leaders in the 
r House ripped into the budgets 

of domestic programs last week, 
slashing right and left to reduce 

the deficit, one basic science field emerged 
unscathed-biomedical research. In fact, it 
did more than just survive; it won a promise 
of higher funding in 1996. Thii exceptional 
news came during the wee hours of 12 July, as 
the House appropriations subcommittee on 
labor, health and human services, and educa- 
tion-chaired by Representative John Por- 
ter (R-1L)-voted to raise the budget of the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) by $642 
million above the 1995 level. 

This 5.7% boost would provide $1 1.9 bil- 
lion, $166 million more than the Clinton 
Administration offered NiH-more than 
enough to offset losses from inflation (Sci- 
ence, 26 May, p. 1120). The subcommittee 

also favored the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion, boosting its funding for 
breast and cervical cancer 
screening by 25% and for in- 
fectious disease control by 
24%. These increases are in 
sharp contrast to the House's 
treatment of many other areas 
of science. 

Earlier in the week, another 

giving credit to Porter for 
bucking this trend. "We're 
delighted with Mr. Porter's 
ability to find strong support 
for us," said NIH Director 
Harold Varmus, adding, "al- 
though we recognize that this 
is not the end of the appro- 
priation process." 

Varmus's note of caution 
is appropriate, as last week's -. - 

appropriations subcommittee vote was only the first step 
took an ax to some key space NIH will take along a treach- 
science programs and voted to BiomedMe's cham-. erous path in Congress this 
cut research spending by the Representative John Porter. summer, and a 5.7% increase 
National Science Foundation is going to be tough to main- 
by 1% (Science, 14 July, p. 156). And the tain, according to congressional aides. For 
House itself last week@ a bill to dismantle one thing, the increase for NIH was made 
the Interior Department's National Biologi- possible by cuts in other programs that also 
cal Service. Biomedical research leaders are enjoy strong political support: Porter's sub- 
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