
ALASKAN OIL SPILL on every animal in Prince William ~o*d 
before we can say for sure that oil, water, and 
wildlife don't mix." Ma rkne CWlt43t' IS L$ ht n i Cig Rod , ,iew is shared by some 0i1 company 

I n M  uteOverF itorartIan officials, who not long ago were arguing with 
environmentalists about the &.way to re- 

I store the sound. For example, June Siva, 
ARCO's environmental manager, believes 

A $47 million marine research and rehabili- Trustee Council can be doing more to restore the priority should be restoring the injured 
tation facility being buih near Prince Will- the sound right now," says Pamela Brodie of resources. "If you can't do [restoration] with 
iam Sound in south central Alaska is at the the Sierra Club, who represents seven na- the money you have, maybe the damage as- 
center of a debate about how to spend $900 tional and regional environmental group on sessment was too high," she says. 
million from ErnrQn to help the region re- the Trustee Council's advisory p e l .  The Trustee Council, in allocating the 
cover from the 40 million liters of crude oil At the heart of the debate is the definition $900 million that Exxon will pay through 
that gushed from the s u p e d e r  Exxon ofrestoration, the principle behind the 1991' 2001, has tried to strike a balance between 
Valdez in 1989. On one side are scientists, setdement Although both sides that increases 
who say that studying the region's marine that it isn't possible to d w t b  
mammal, sea bird, and fish genetics is the mir damns to a n i d  dkda i . :  d 
only way to obtain the data needed to protect 
and preserve the sound's ecosystem. Squar- I ing off against them are fishing industry a d  . 
environmental groups, which argue dsq 41 
facility is an expensive scientific toy d&ser 1 the money could be better spent pot*,. 
the region by acquiring land and ma&q t "I 
off-limits to loggers and &velopxs. - 4 

A 21 May p o u n d - ~ ~  cemn&v :' 
for the Alaska SeaLife Ceater, h &SW& i 
marked the culmination of yeaw 
for a scientific facility f o a u i h  

has allocated $25 million for the center. The 
center has also received $12 million from a ~.gging dcmg. g&s bkrkglst ~ a ~ l y  lirost for a study by the National Academy ob Sci- 
pot of money created by b o n ' s  settlement prepares recorder Po mPnnof seels in Prkrce ences of the council's spedngpractices that 
of criminal charges; it hopezi to raise the re- William Sound, compfermenting work @ be would include a definition of appropriate res- 
maining $10 million from private donors. at t'' "* Center- toration practices. The judge said the idea 

But not everyone feels that the center, to was worthwhile but that the council was not 
be operated by the nonprofit Sward Asso- tat from the spill, they differ on thecorrective obligated to do it. The council says the re- 
ciation for the Advancement of Marine Sci- steps that should be takien to enstm that the search it funds isalready reviewed by scientists 
ence, is a suitable expenditure of oil spill region can survive funge assauits. and that another study is unnecessary. 
dollars. "It sucked up so much money, and I Those in favor of more research argue With construction under way on the cen- 
don't think the research is going to be &it that it's an essential first step toward restar- ter, Alaskan scientists hope that it won't be 
beneficial," says Jerald McCune, president ing the ecosystem. "The only way we can tefl too long before they can contribute hard data 
of United Fishermen of Alaska and the if a species is recoveting is to kmw what to the debate. But they agree that their ef- 
Cordova District Fihermen United, a group keeps it dive," says University of Ahsb forts should not be isolated b the pressing 
with an obvious interest in understanding marine scientist Micfiaei Cast&, a mem- environmental problems facing the region. 
why recent pink salmon and herring runs ber of the S a U i  M s  science advisory "If we have a spill again and we haven't put 
have been so meager. Environmental organi- board. 'This facility will allow us to get down any money into research, we will be back 
zations say they're not opposed to science, to basic marine biology questions." where we started from, with no baseline 
but they don't think the center, which oppo- But Rick Steiner, a marine advisory agent data," says Castellini. "But if we do only re- 
bents have dubbed the "whale jail" because for the University of Alaska, doesn't place search and no land acquisition, wildlife may 
of irs plans to rehabilitate injured marine such a premium on additional research. "The be worse off than they are now." 
mammals, is an appropriate use of state whole thing has turned into this pathetic -Lisa Busch 
funds. "I am not saying that the center won't feeding frenzy for scientists," he says. "We 
do some good; it's just that we think the don't have to put a radio transmitter or a tag Lira BIIIich is a F e e - h  vriter b a d  in Alaska. 
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