
upcornlng sale of a family property that 
contai~ls a partly unexcavated Indian 
mound, and eventuallv Colin's nrofessional 
expertise is brought into play. In  the  course 
of the story old memories rise to the  surface, 
an  ~lnsettl lng early love is briefly rekindled, 
and dark family secrets are newly revealed, 
leaving Colin as narrator to reflect that "I 
hope noxv only to return" to the  "contented 
and prosaic" condition of his life in Cam- 
bridpe. Notwithstandini! the  use made of - 
archaeology III uncovering the  remains of 
an  old crime, the  author wears his learning 
lightly, and this 1s not really a "sciency" 
book; it also transcends the  norm for the 
lnvsterv genre, and n o  allowances need be , , u  

made for the  author's novice status as a 
non-academic writer. 

Social scientists with interests in  Issues 
beyond bones and burials are seldom main 
characters 111 mysteries, and aficionados (if 
any there be) of works featuring such think- 
ers will be glad of the appearance thls 
month of a third novel by Marshall Jevons, 
entitled A Deadly Indifference (Carroll 
and Graf, New York, $18.95). This do~lbly 
composite author (really the  economists 
William Brelt of Trinity University and 
Kenneth G. Elzinga of the  Unlversitv of 

u 

Virginia) has produced txvo earller works, 
Murder at the Margin (Princeton Unlver- 
sity Press, $34.95 or, in paper, $1L7.95) and 
T h e  Fatal Equilibrium (Ballantine paper- 
back, $4.93) featuring eco~lomics professor 
Henry Spearman of Harvard, whose grasp of 
such concepts as utility maximization puts 
him at  a n  advantage in Identifying perpe- 
trators of crime. T h e  new work 1s set in the  
"Marxo-Keynesian" Cambridge, England, 
of the 1960s, where Spearman and his a l f e  
Pidge have traveled to  assist in the purchase 
hi7 a n  American foundation of Balliol Croft. 
a home once occupied by the  great econo- 
mist Alfred Marshall. Spearman, "an aca- 
demic hot property," is quickly engaged in 
the  fierce debates being waged by the  Cam- 
bridge economists, he  confidently predict- 
i ~ l g  the collapse of communism as they loft- 
ily present their case for the  inviability of 
capitalism. Much eco~lomic theory and 
Cambridge lore are expou~lded as murder 
erunts to affect the  fate of Balliol Croft and 
Spearman involves himself in the  investi- 
gation of the case. As in Jevons's earlier 
books, Spearman's rationality prevails in 
matters large and small, but this potentially 
maddening quality is tempered by his pix- 
ieish good humor and the  exposition of 
other points of view o n  matters at issue (see 
Vignettes, p. 11 1 ) .  

T h e  range of ways in which scie~ltists are 
being represented in fictlon IS only barely 
i~ldicated in  this account. A m o ~ l g  recent 
works that readers Interested in foraging 
f ~ ~ r t h e r  o n  their oxvn might like to include 
o n  their browsing lists are Erich Segal's 

Prizes (Ballantlne, $23.95), and, set in  ear- 
her eras, Nicholas Mosley's Hopeful Mon- 
sters (Dalkep Archive Press, $2 1.93; Vin- 
tage paperback, $13) and A. S. Byatt's An-  
gels and Insects (Random House, $21; VIII- 
tage paperback, $1 2) .  

Katherine Livingston 
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Vignettes: The Promotion and Tenure Committee 

Bell's top priority was to get through the remaining folders of the candidates for 
promotion. Just before his backyard visit to the bird feeders, he had completed the 
material pertinent to the natural sciences. Now he turned to his review of social 
science dossiers. . . . 

The first one at hand was the candidate being fielded by the Economics 
department. As he looked through the titles of the reprints, Bell was relieved when 
he noticed that one of the publications dealt with a subject that interested him 
greatly, environmental pollution. It also pleased him to see that the method of 
exposition was in his favorite language, mathematics. The piece was written by 
. . . a young man named Dennis Gossen. The argument. . . could be compressed 
into a few words: to achieve any standard of air pollution determined to be 
desirable by a regulatory agency, business firms should be permitted to bid for a 
license to pollute. In this way, Gossen claimed to demonstrate, the standard of air 
purity could be attained at the least total cost to society. . . . 

Bell was no political radical. He did not consider himself to be anti-business. . . . 
What bothered Bell about Gossen was that the economist seemed to accept 
pollution as inevitable. He only wanted to produce it at the least cost. How absurd! 
Where in all his equations does he make room for more abundant birds and beasts 
and fish and vegetation? And where is the equation for healthy lungs and longer 
life spans? 

Salary scales in universities seemed to [Barrett] wholly irrational and arbitrary. 
Why should a physicist or an economist fresh out of graduate school receive higher 
pay than an established scholar in the humanities? . . . 

How unfair and ironic it was that those with the most elegant tastes on a 
university's faculty seemed always to receive the poorest salaries. . . . Take for 
example that economist whose reprints he had been reading before lunch. Now 
there was a Philistine i f  ever there was one. 

Barrett had skimmed Dennis Gossen's work and had seen enough to know that 
Gossen, a man so concerned with the narrow pursuit of self-interest in the 
marketplace, would have little interest or use for a bottle of Montrachet. . . . A 
cultivated person with exquisite tastes like his own surely needed more money 
than a bourgeois colleague. 

As he cleaned his plate of a final morsel of crabmeat, Barrett decided that in 
a just universe money payments would be in proportion to the refinement of tastes. 

Sophie Ustinov had just completed reading a number of candidates' files for her 
assignment on the promotion and tenure committee. As a chemist, she had been 
surprised by Dennis Gossen's article, which supported the view that there is a finite 
range of brand proliferation that benefits the consumer. He had purported to 
discover the theoretically optimal number of brands, a range that if exceeded or not 
met in number would lessen consumer welfare. 

Sophie Ustinov knew that many products sold under different brand names 
were chemically identical. Liquid bleach was only one case in point. . . . "If Mr. 
Gooseman knew some chemistry, he would have reached some quite different 
conclusions," she murmured as she shopped. "One brand is all you need." 

I -From Marshall Jevons's The Fatal Equ~hbr~um I 
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