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trasts sharply with that of a similar attack on 
the social sciences in the first year of the 
Reagan administration. The academy and 
others quickly and publicly denounced that 
earlier effort, and Congress restored many of 
the programs put on the chopping block. 
"This time, we only heard from the social 
scientists," says one Republican staffer. 
"There was not a large and visible public 
effort [by leaders of the science community] 

to save these disciplines," Wells adds. 
In the end, the NSF bill that the House 

Science Committee passed last week pro- 
poses the same percentage cut for the social 
sciences as for other disciplines. However, 
the bill would also force NSF to eliminate 
one of its seven research directorateand 
urges NSF in the bill's report to consider 
dropping the social sciences directorate. 

Even so, Silver can claim victory. "We 

moved Mr. Walker a little bit," he says. 
"We're convinced his original intention was 
to eliminate all funding. Wydler viewed [so- 
cial sciences] as left-wing crap; they've been 
disabused of that notion." Wydler declined 
comment, although a colleague says that the 
size of the reaction, if not its scope, caught 
Wydler by surprise. "He barricaded himself 
in his office and wouldn't come out," the 
staffer recalls. 
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