
currently being stored temporarily In more 
than 800 sites, primarily in ~lrban areas, 
across California. Each month, California's 
hospitals, universities, biorneci~cal compa- 
nies, industrial manufacturers, and electric 
utilities nroiiuce Inore than 10.000 cubic feet 
of lour-level radioactive Lvaste for which a 
single, permanent remote slte is urgently 
neecie~i. 

T h e  U.S. scientific community should he 
aware that Ward Valley opponents w ~ l l  go to 
any lengths to defeat this project, even if it 
means attacking the credibility of one of thls 
countrv's oldest and most res~~ected ins t~tu-  
tions.  or those who care ahbut supporting 
the inilependence and Integrity of the NAS- 
regardless of the outcome of this study-this 1s 
a time to stand and 1.e counted. 

Ed Fuller 
Chairman, 

Cnlifo~ninns for 1'io.d Valley, 
2533 Soz~tll Highway 101. Suite 240, 

Card~ f f .  C A  92007. LTSA 

Songbird Ecosystem Function 
and Conservation 

Scott K. Robinson et al. (Reports, 31 Mar., p. 
1987) recently demonstrated that reprociuc- 

tive success of songblrd specles in the mici- 
western United States is positively correlateci 
with the area of the nesting habltat. In light 
of these results, they advocate preservat~on 
and reestablishment of "macrosite" hahitats 
as critical to long-term conservation of song- 
hlrcis. Their work provides the strongest ev- 
icience now available that fragmentation of 
nestitlg habitat in ternperate regions contrib- 
utes to cieclmes observed in the populations 
of numerous songhird specles. Rohert A .  
Askins (Perspective, 31 Mar., p. 1956) notes 
that ileclines in the populat~ons of songbirds 
could have negative ecosystem-w~de conse- 
quences because songhird predation can 
dampen population eruptions of leaf-damag- 
~ n g  insects. W e  concur with this perspective, 
hut we also emphas~ze that the ecosystem 
impactsof songbirds may he more profound 
than  that  suggested hy Askins. W e  recent- 
ly ciemonstrated (1 )  that  songbird preda- 
t ion o n  leaf-damaging insects enhances 
biomass productlot1 of saplings of econom- 
ically i l l~portant tree species, even a t  en-  
demic popu la t~on  levels of these insects. 
Our  findings, contrary to  some previously 
held views ( 2 )  of trophic interactions of 
terrestrial ecosystems, are similar to  those 
reporteci recently in ~ v h i c h  wolf predation 
o n  moose was shown to  positively affect 
biomass production in trees of boreal for- 

When it comes to purifying peptides, what you wear makes 

no difference. It's the separation technique you choose that 

matters. 

While RPC is the accepted standard, size exclusion may 

sometimes give you the best results. And because it's an 

alternative that's easy to work with, you may want to look 

closely at it. 

If you choose size exclusion, Superdexe Peptide mill give 
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fractionation range from Mr 100 to 7,000, you get optimal 
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est 13). Our  results from temnerate dec~ci- ~, 

uous forests, together with those from bo- 
real forests, irtdicate the  ilnportance of 
cascading trophic interactions o n  terrestri- 
al ecosystenl f u n c t ~ o n  and processes, anci 
lead us to echo the  noetic verse of Aldo 
Leopold (4), "To save every cog and wheel 
is the  first precaution of intelligent t ink- 
erlng." Macros~ te  establishment may not  
be the  only lnanagement strategy neces- 
sary to  conserve songhird species, but it is 
a n  urgent one. 
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practically any solvent. A fact which lets you simplify many 

time-consuming steps, like sample preparation. 

At Pharmacia Biotech, we give you options that let you 

work with practically every purification technique. And be- 

cause all our products for peptide purification are as tried 

and tested as those we offer for protein purification, you'll 

know they're reliable. 

All of which has been reason enough for molecular-life 

scientists-from Bethesda to Kuala Lumpur and more-to 

have chosen to work with us over the years. Just call us at 

1 (800) 526-3593 in North America, or +46 18 16 50 11 from 

the rest of the world, to find out how we can extend pour 

research options. Oh, and if you're looking for advice on lab 

attire, don't ask us. We don't wear ties in the lab either. 
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