achievement of wealth would be the key
goal for happiness.

Isn’t this in closer agreement with our
day-to-day experience!? Maybe the 75% of
young people mentioned in the article who
consider being very well off financially as
very important or essential are not so far off
the mark.

Alex Martin
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Endangered Species Legislation

Unlike Charles C. Mann and Mark Plum-
mer (News, 3 Mar. p. 1256), I am optimistic
about the effectiveness of the Endangered
Species Act (ESA). Certainly it is not a
comprehensive biodiversity protection law,
and there are many ways it could be
strengthened and improved. But its most
crucial task is preventing the extinction of
species and populations, and it has succeed-
ed, arresting the decline of hundreds of
species. It has also helped states cope with
species endangerment and provided the
muscle for the United States to prevent
extinctions abroad through the Convention

v

on International Trade of Endangered Spe-
cies of Wild Fauna and Flora; designation
per se has raised people’s awareness of our
effects on the biota. The ESA has served as
a model for similar measures in a number of
other countries.

Recovering species is the ultimate goal,
but that cannot be achieved until the
factors that diminished populations to en-
dangerment are ameliorated and the spe-
cies have had time to recover. The ESA
has no power to stop rampant human pop-
ulation growth and increasing pressure to
use organisms, lands, and waters, the driv-
ing forces underlying almost all endanger-
ment. Nor can it fundamentally alter a
species’ population biology; 7, the intrinsic
rate of natural increase, a normal age
structure, and a viable sex ratio cannot be
legislated. Criticizing the law for failing to
recover species ignores these biological re-
alities, persistant underfunding for recov-
ery efforts, and the determined efforts to
oppose individual listings and recovery
programs and of those to weaken ESA
overall.

Elliott A. Norse

Center for Marine Conservation,

v 15806 N.E. 47th Street,
Redmond, WA 98052-5208, USA

E-mail:enorse@u.washington .edu

Environmental Concerns
and the Third World

In their recent Policy Forum “Economic
growth, carrying capacity, and the environ-
ment” (28 Apr., p. 520), Kenneth Arrow
and his colleagues caution against uncritical
acceptance of the idea “that economic
growth is good for the environment.” They
provide an insightful analysis of the tenuous
evidence for this idea, including the limited
data supporting “an empirical relation be-
tween per capita income [of nations] and
some measures of environmental quality.”
Although widely accepted, one key element
of the “growth-is-good” argument—the
widespread assumption that people in poor
nations are not as concerned about envi-
ronmental quality as are their counterparts
in wealthy nations— has recently been test-
ed empirically and found to be incorrect.
In 1992, the George H. Gallup Interna-
tional Institute conducted a survey of public
perceptions and opinions regarding envi-
ronmental issues in 24 nations, ranging
from poor countries such as Nigeria, the
Philippines, and Turkey to wealthy Europe-
an and North American countries. Gallup’s
“Health of the Planet Survey” involved
face-to-face interviews with representative
samiples of citizens within these nations

You've probably made a few generalizations about us Swedes—
that’s alright, we can take them. But making assumptions about
the accuracy of your automated DNA sequencer can be costly. So
demand proof.

ALFexpress™ provides you with speed, affordability and ease
of use in giving you the highest accuracy from any automated
DNA sequencer. More importantly, you can prove the accuracy of
your data while your sequencer is in operation—and you can do
it by yourself. How?

Let’s start with the proof. ALFexpress lets you display called
bases of both raw and processed data. Viewing raw data provides
you with immediate visual confirmation of ALFexpress’s reading
accuracy—a must in demanding applications such as hetero-
zygous detection.

Using single dye chemistry, ALFexpress eliminates, spectral
overlap and filtering problems and heightens the signal-to-noise
ratio. Equipped with an outstanding base calling algorithm, you
get accurate and reliable results. So with ALFexpress pumping

out clean, clear data you can check, you reduce operation time.

By generating 300 base pairs of accurate sequenced data in
about an hour, you gain the type of speed that’s difficult to match.
As high-speed separations are equally important in fragement
analysis, you can also separate between 150 and 200 base pairs in
about 30 minutes on ALFexpress. Offering more than just sheer
speed and accuracy, ALFexpress provides you with easy operating
and working methods.

So easy that after only a two-hour introduction, six out of
eight people with good lab experience—who had never used an
automated DNA sequencer—got the kind of results that begin to
prove this important point: you won’t need a supervising technician
in your lab with ALFexpress. And that was just the first test.

Why not arrange to take your own? To start, just call us at
1 (800) 526 3593 in North America, or +46 18 16 5011 from the
rest of the world; and ask for a brochure. It will give you more facts
about the entire ALFexpress package. That’s right, facts—because

the last thing anyone needs is more inaccurate documents.





