
U.S., Russia to Provide Crucial Aid to Scientistk Sros  also played a big 
pledging $5 million of his own 

The future has been looking es- and fund the Civilian Research money and extracting a $10 mil- 
~ e c i a l l ~  bleak for scientists in the and Development Foundation. lion pledge from Russia. Other 
former Soviet Union (FSU). But It's not exactly a new idea. FSU republics will kick in small 
now the U.S. and Russian gov- Congress authorized the founda- sums based on their economies. 
emments and financier George tion, the brainchild of Represen- An NSF official hopes the agen- 
Soros are coming to the rescue tative George Brown (D-CA), in cy's governing board will approve, 
with a $20 million fund to pro- 1992. It's been stalled, however, the foundation next month and 
mote joint researchbetweenU.S. because the Defense Depart- have it running soon after. 
and FSU scientists. ment-which will pay the U.S. The aid is seen as crucial to - 

The biggest cash source for ci- government's $5 million share- keeping civilian FSU researchers 
vilian FSU scientists nowSor -  has objected to not having con- afloat. The 30,000-odd scientists of the dry. Purdue's 
os's $100 million International trol of the foundation, which will currently supported by ISF "yUl fossilized monster ammonite. 
Science Foundation (1SF)-is be set up by the National Science be left in limbo if this program 
scheduled to run cIry in Decem- Foundation (NSF). The summit's doesn't happen," says ISFs Alex Andsat M~flusfir Fossil 
ber. To help keep FSU scientists lackluster agenda helped break Goldfarb. Some will be in l i d o  ~ r k s t 1 3 d W &  
working in 1996, at the summit the stalemate. "The president anyway: The new money is only Millioqs of years 6, ungainly 
in Moscow last week President wanted something positive to enough to maintainabout 60% of mollusks called ammonites 
Clinton announced ~ l a n s  to form announce," says a House aide. these scientists, he says- prowled the seas f0rprey.J~~ how 

they accomplished this pmwlii 
has beena mystery to paleontolo- 

Pollution-Eating Cars That way, air would flow over the tive," says Kathleen Taylor, a ca- gists. But a fossil find of a 12-foot- 
While scientists debate whether catalyst, converting ozone to oxy- talysis researcher at General Mo- long monster ammonite may 
electric cars are environmental gen and CO to carbon dioxide. tors in Warren, Michigan hold some answers. 
saints or sinners (see p. 993, one Engelhard, of Iselin, New Jersey, However, adapting the cata- For 350 milliQn years some 
firm has invented a catalyst that announced last month that field lyst to meet clean air regulations 10,000 a q a n t t e  w i e s  lived 
may turn gas guzzlers from air- tests show the catalyst destroys won't be so simple. Environmen- thr~ughout the world; until an 
foJers into cleanup machines. up to 90% of the ozoneand CO it tal Protection Agency (EPA) event 65 million years ag-per- 
. Conventioml automobile cat- contacts. rules limit emissions of VOCs haps a meteorite-+ped out the 

dysts reduce smog-forming gases, Independent tests suggest the and NOx, which form ozone in dinosaurs and all the ammonites, 
such as volatile organit com- catalyst should compete well the presence of sunlight, thereby whose closest living relative is 

I 
pounds (VOCs) and nitrogenox- with other green technologies. encouraging technologies geared thought to be the nautilus. 
ides (NOx), before they leave the Modeling studies done at Systems w a r d  reducing these emissions. In December, Purdue Univer- 
tailpipe. But the new catalyst, Applications International in But the new catalyst eliminates sity grad s&t Anton O l e w  
Engelhard Corp.'s PremAir, de- San Rafael, California, found ozone and CO instead. "Finding f e d  what his team claims is 
stroys two smog components- that equipping cars with the new a way to fit that into the regula- the largest specimen of Diplorno- 
ozone and carbon monoxide catalyst would be more cost-ef- tory structure is challenging," MIXS maximum. The team, led by 
(C0)-in air the car happens to fective than electric cars and re- says Mary Nichols, EPA's top air Purdue geologist William Zins- 

.pass through. The platinum- formulated gasoline in reducing official. "But we're willing to do meister, unearthed the 12-foot- 
long fossilized shew w Seymour 
!$land off Ampr-~tiea. They plan 

assachusetts Labs Go on Red Alert m" submit +& d y s i s  to the 
Journal of PeJemtbtosj. "It's' a 
spectacular find, by far the best 

of this species," says 
University of W a s w o n  pale- 
ontologist peter ward. 

Based on the fossil's size, Zins- 
meister the - 
notmuchofa-er, fortx'lto 
drift slow the bottom. Wardl 
however, says the shell's stmc- 
m e  suggests it had enough buoy- 
ancy to float. Olein& offers a 
third view: D. m u m ' s  sym- 
metry allowed it to md&te @,d 
swim. The we group is mod- 
el@ *= shell to test its buoy- 

I ancy and perhaps answer these 
moving questions. 
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