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Cold Spring tabase of 
Harbor's Holy Grail human ge 

meeting at  Cold 
Spring Harbor last 
week were treated to 
an irreverent view of 
this epic struggle. A 
cartoon showing the 
battle in medieval im- 
ages, drawn by Glas- 
gow physician Don- 
ald Davidson, appeared 
on the program's back 
cover. Attendees sav 
the castle, emblazoned 
with an "H," depicts 
Human Genome Sci- 
ences (HGS), a com- 
pany that has put to- 
gether a proprietary da- 
tens of thousands of 

ne fragments. The cas- 
The battle over whoshould own 
human gene sequences-private 
companies or the public-is now 
being waged in a new arena: 
cartoonland. 

Geneticists attending the "Ge- 
nome Mapping & Sequencing" 

tle's black knigKt might be HGS 
CEO William Haseltine-al- 
though the visor makes this im- 
possible to verify. Attendees were 
certain, however, that the "T" 
on the nearby tent stands for 
HGSs nonprofit partner TIGR 

Lufthansa Halts 
Primate Shipments 

Bowing to pressure from animal- 
rights groups, the German airline 
Lufthansa says it will no longer 
transport primates, many of which 
wind up in U.S. labs. 

Lufthansa joins British Air- 
wavs and several other Euro~ean 
ca=iers that have halted prikate 
shipments. Last year Lufthansa 
transported 5700 monkeys-more 

than any other carrier-many of 
which were sent to U.S. drug 
companies, says Lufthansaspokes- 
person Dietrich Seidl. 

Animal activists contend that 
primates are often transported in 
cruel conditions, and they have 
sponsored letter-writing cam- 
paigns against Lufthansa and 
other airlines. Although Seidl 
said that Lufthansa treats its pri- 
mates "with great care," the air- 

(The Institute for Genomic Re- 
search). At the tent's door, that's 
apparently TIGR Director Craig 
Venter shooing gene sequences 
to freedom-a play on his peace 
offerings to the academic com- 
munity, such as sequence data 
without leeal restrictions. Venter " 
appears to be taking the cartoon 
in good humor. "Very entertain- 
ing," he told Science. 

The program's front cover, 
not shown, depicts Merck & Co. 
as a white knight protecting a 
string of smiling gene fragments 
diving into a "gene pool" posted 
"admission free." Merck is bank- 
rolling an effort by Washington 
University to create a public map 
of gene fragments. But not every- 
one is convinced Merck is so eal- 
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lant. Some attendees pointed out 
that by funding a public database, 
Merck undermines rival Smith- 
Kline Beecham-which funds 
HGS and also helped fund the 
Cold Spring Harbor meeting. 

line foresaw a sullied image if it 
continued the shipments. Says 
one Lufthansa official: "We have 
no chance against this sort of 
emotional campaign." The com- 
pany is not taking a position on 
the use of animals in research, 
Seidl added. 

Germany's transportation min- 
istry in Bonn is expected to ap- 
Drove Lufthansa's decision later 
;his month. 

House Spat Threatens 
Space Station Funding 

Once upon a time, the House 
Science Committee had a repu- 
tation for being nonpartisan. 
That balmy tradition ended just 
6 months ago, although it may 
now seem as obsolete as the 
cuspidors that once graced con- 
gressional waiting rooms. The 
change in decorum was evident 
last week, when Chair Robert 
Walker (R-PA) and the senior 
Democrat, Representative George 
Brown (DCA) ,  resorted to snippy 
press releases to debate space sta- 
tion funding. 

The hostility became public 
on 12 May, when Walker can- 
celed a planned hearing on a bill 
to fund the station after Brown 
warned that "key" Democrats on 
the science committee mieht not 
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support the measure. The bill 
would authorize funding for the 
space station through 2002. 
(Currently it's renewed annu- 
ally.) In a press release, Walker 
vowed to appeal to President 
Clinton and Vice President Gore 
"for help in rebuilding the bipar- 
tisan coalition in support of a 
strong science program." 

Within hours, Brown fired off 
his own fax. Walker, he said, had 
failed to win Budget Committee 
support for a National Aeronau- 
tics and Space Administration 
(NASA) budget that would keep 
Dace with inflation over the next 
5 years-even though Brown says 
he and Walker had agreed this 
is what NASA needs. Last year, 
Brown said he would not support 
the station if it meant cutting 
space science programs. Although 
the Democrat says he remains a 
station supporter, in the state- 
ment Brown says, "The Republi- 
can budget calls into question the 
possibility of achieving any rea- 
sonable balance among NASA 
programs." 

As a result of the tiff, the Re- 
publicans for now have forsaken 
plans for multiyear funding au- 
thorization. A Republican staffer 
laments the loss of the collegial 
relationship between Brown and 
Walker: "There's been a break- 
down" in relations, he says. 
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