quantum generation.” The truly valuable
half is the sections dealing with Rumer’s life
in Russia, particularly his childhood in an
upper-middle-class Jewish merchant family,
his participation in the interpenetrating sci-
entific and artistic circles in Moscow and in
Petrograd in the early 1920s, and, above all,
his experience as a scientist-prisoner, chief-
ly in the Tupolev aeronautical design bu-
reau, from the time of his arrest in 1938
until his final rehabilitation, and appoint-
ment to head a research institute in No-
vosibirsk, in 1954.
Paul Forman
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