cuted, and revered by the populace. The
aye-aye has also been variously regarded by
taxonomists, “its seemingly haphazard com-
bination of curious features— continuously
growing front teeth, inguinal nipples, a long
bushy tail, large naked ears and extraordi-
nary, attenuated fingers—[having| resulted
in its being classified at various times as
related to tarsiers, squirrels, and even kan-
garoos” and its position among the primates
still not beyond question. Known to West-
ern science since the 1780s, the species was
thought to be extinct at the middle of this
century, and it is only in the last few de-
cades that it has become the subject of a
serious research effort. This volume brings
together a sampling of the results. The
treatment opens with a historical and tax-
onomic overview, including an account by
E. L. Simons of the giant subfossil form D.
robusta. The remaining 16 papers include
reports of both captive and field studies, the
former predominating. The field studies of
these nocturnal, somewhat solitary animals
document diet, ranging and nesting pat-
terns, and social and motor behavior and
give particular attention to foraging behav-
ior; the aye-aye uses its highly adapted
hands to accomplish “percussive foraging,”
occupying a niche that has been compared
to that of the woodpecker elsewhere. The
first recorded births of aye-ayes in captivity
occurred only in 1992, and many of the
captive studies reported have been of short
duration; their subjects include sexual be-
havior, infant development, hand prefer-
ence, olfactory communication, vocaliza-
tion, and maintenance issues. Comparative
studies of field and captive aye-ayes suggest
that the species has an extended breeding
season and does not require a diet high in
fat or protein. It appears to be generally
adaptable in terms of habitat preference.
The editors of the volume see conservation
as important for its future but do not address
the issue directly because of the current
insufficiency of relevant data.

Katherine Livingston

The Ecology of Loch Lomond. K. J. MURPHY,
M. C. M. BEVERIDGE, and R. TIPPETT, Eds.
Kluwer, Norwell, MA, 1994. xvi, 170 pp., illus.
$144 or £94.50 or Dfl. 225. Developments in
Hydrobiology, 101. Reprinted from Hydrobiolo-
gia, vol. 290. From a symposium, Stirling, Scot-
land, 1992.

Loch Lomond, a 70-square-kilometer body
of fresh water near Glasgow, Scotland, not
only is known through song for its bonny
banks but has, in the words of Roger Tip-
pett’s introduction to this volume, “a long
and interesting place in the history of the
study of limnology.” Scientific studies of
the loch date back at least to the work of

unfocused their attention.

Harry Slack in 1938 and to the establish-
ment by the University of Glasgow of a field
station—the first of its kind in Britain—in
1946 at Rossdhu on its western shore. This
collection of papers derives from a sympo-
sium held to mark the 25th anniversary of
the re-establishment of the station at Row-
ardennan on the eastern shore. Following
some introductory material is a set of six
papers describing the physical and chemical
environment of the loch. The loch, in brief,
lies on the boundary between the Lowlands
and the Highlands and is “formed of a chain
of discrete basins of increasing width and
decreasing depth from North to South,”
thus offering a “gradient of environmental
conditions.” It has a catchment of 781
square kilometers, but its hydrology has
been relatively little studied. Chemically it
is regarded as generally oligotrophic, and
data obtained from sediment cores reflect
both the Flandrian marine transgression of
5500 to 7000 years ago and anthropogenic
environmental changes. The other main
section of this anniversary volume consists
of ten papers devoted to biology and ecol-
ogy. The first two of these deal with land
and aquatic vegetation, two others are de-
voted to plankton, and one focuses on the
River Endrick, the loch’s main inflow. The
remainder are devoted to the fish that in-
habit the loch. Included are an overview of
the relatively diverse fish community and
an account of the three species of lamprey
present, as well as several more specific
studies. Given the heavy recreational use
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Vignettes: Objects of Wonder

I remember birding with Roger Tory Peterson—or the “King Penguin,” to refer to
him by his bird name—on a small plot of land called High Island, which is on the
Texas coast down the line from Galveston. . .. On this particular day the word got
around that King Penguin was in the sanctuary. Someone recognized him.
Instantly he became the center of attention. | don’t believe that the arrival in the
treetops of such a rare sighting as, say, a Cape May Warbler, would have

—George Plimpton, in Roger Tory Peterson: The Art and Photography of the World’s
Most Famous Birder (Roger Tory Peterson and Rudy Hoglund, Eds.; Rizzoli)

In the past the Grand Canyon invited reflection on human insignificance, but today
much of the public sees it through a cultural lens shaped by advanced technology.
The characteristic questions about the canyon reported by Park Service employ-
ees assume that humans dug the canyon or that they could improve it so that it
might be viewed quickly and easily. Rangers report repeated queries for directions
to the road, the elevator, the train, the bus, or the trolley to the bottom. Other
visitors request that the canyon be lighted at night. Many assume that the canyon
was produced either by one of the New Deal dam-building programs or by the
Indians—"What tools did they use?” is a common question.

—David E. Nye, in American Technological Sublime (MIT Press)

BOOK REVIEWS

the area receives, conservation is of consid-
erable concern in all these cases, and the
volume closes with a summary of a discus-
sion focused on this issue.

Katherine Livingston
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