
SCIENCE 
Points of Light in Latin America 

I n putting together this special issue on 
science in Latin America, Science faced a 
challenge: how to give an overview of re- 
search in almost 20 countries, with a com- 
bined population of more than 450 mil- 
lion people and a panoply of different cul- 
tures. Because no single issue could be 
comprehensive, we focused on the four 
countries that have the largest scientific 
communities: Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, 
and Chile. We then surveyed dozens of 
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