combine reviews of the literature with the
presentation of research that was new and
exciting at the time of the meeting, al-
though the extent of review is variable from
chapter to chapter. Following the sections
on ion channels is a section on drug discov-
ery, composed of four chapters describing
strategies or experimental models that can
be used to find effective antiarrhythmic
agents.

The final chapter of the book consists of
research recommendations made by a panel
of eight leaders in cardiovascular research.
Individual clinicians and scientists will
have their own lists of directions in which
they believe research efforts should be
steered, but it is difficult to disagree with
the observation made in the final paragraph
of this book that the limited amount of
effective communication between basic,
clinical, and pharmacologic investigators
has “impeded an integrated practical under-
standing of channel dysfunction in disease.”
The development of effective antiarrhyth-
mic agents will be facilitated by increased
collaboration and exchange of insights be-
tween clinicians and scientists.

A final consideration not addressed by
the authors is that the complexity of the
problem will make it difficult to achieve
effective antiarrhythmic therapy in the very
near future. Therefore it is important to
provide stable sources for research support to
ensure continuity within this field of re-
search. Present funding realities have placed
serious strains on younger investigators and
discouraged many talented individuals from
pursuing careers in this field. This trend has
the potential to seriously inhibit future
progress in this clinically important field.

Steve Sorota

Department of Pharmacology,
Columbia University,

New York, NY 10032, USA
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