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\r; dude& in the 1996 budget 
With its lights out and its doors shut, the dollar invesment in t i t  : - that President Clinton will 
htehse Pulsed Neutron Source (IPNS) at sources, accelerators, re&-*$ propose to Congress in Feb- 
Argonne NatianalLaboratory in Illinois, the tors, and other rzseamh fa- ruary, would go to extend 
m a t  powetful U.S. source of neubotas, sirs cilities is chronicalifr &- : operating schedules for such 
i&e for afmt two-thirdsof the year. W f t e  used because of a lack of op- fac:&ities as Argrmne's IPNS. 
a long waiting list o4maextrcha-s ea$er to use erating money. The logic behind the initia- 

Things could get wome, xive is that tight budgets re- 
too, because each new ma- . quite the government to 
chine that comes on line in- ' " d e  sure it's getting the 
creases the presswe onDOE'cr - - ,* :.*-- most out of existing stock. 
,dhhng & budget. Next yea-,'fS''x-'iFL *I& &iculous," says one senior administra- 
ample, the department will need to find am tion manager. "We're building DOE facili- 
additional $161 million to begin operaring ties, and we can't operate the ones we have." 
two state-of-the-art facilities: the $551-mil- This high-level concern delights lab 
lion Continuous Electron Beam Accelesatm maf~gers, who have been lobbying Con- 
Facility (-) in Newport News, V i  gress and the Administration for relief frMn 

and the $81 1-million Ad- budgps that have remained roughly stag- 
vanced Photon So- at naxit in the past 5 years. But it poses a chal- 
Argonne. And an even big- 1- for Energy Department officials who 
per project-the $2.9-billion don't want to abandon the drive for new 

I Qdvanced Neutron Source projects. Martha Krebs, DOE'S adstant sec- 
proposed for Oak Ridge Na- retary for energy research, ba& the initia- 

&on to keep it operating for another ,- tional Laboratory-is waiting tive but argues that it is not directly linked to 
weeks, to its full 32-week capacity. for its first construction dollars (see box). the fate of proposed facilities such as the 

And that's just one example ofwhat'shap- Amrems ofrhis pinchhas finally reached ANS. At the same time, however, she admits 
pening at the large labs run by the Depetrt- the White House, where a rescue plan is be- the depamnent "faces constant or M i n i n g  
ment d Energy (DOE). From Brookhaven ing Qawn up. Admini i t ion officials are budgets, and we're struggling ta meet very 
National Laboratory on Long Island to the considering an initiative that would pump as difAcult numbers." 
W o r d  Linear Accelerator Center on the much as $200 million into energy research Making a list The first inkling of the 
California coast, the DOE'S multibillion- facilitieii. The money, which would be in- potential new spending came in a 23 Sep- 

oversees the president's budget planning, and some DOE officials. cost. Under one option, ANS would be converted into a cheaper 
The department did not ask for construction funding in its budget research reactor, using low-grade uranium, that can also produce 
submission to OMB, according to Administration sources. tritium to renew the nation's stockpile of nuclear weapons. The 

ANS supporters say the facility, which they hope to begin hope is that a smaller price tag, a more politically acceptable fuel, 
1 operating in 2003, is vital to keep U.S. scientists apace with and multiple uses might be a w~nning political combination. 
' Europe and Japan. Detractors acknowledge the project's scientific -AaT 
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