
edited by JOCELYN KAISER 

Batstow's team filled that gag 
-, wing ROSAT, the orbiting angto,f had speculated that cooler ex- 

$mman&J.~. x-ray and extreme- amples evolved from a subset of 
dhavidet observatory. White helium-rich white dwarfs by the 
dwarPs radiate strongly at ultra- sinking of these stars' helium be- 
vialet wavelengths, and since irs law their surfaces. % was a major 
1~9901aunch ROSAT has identi- point of contention," says Edward 
fied almost 70 new examples of Sion of Villanova University in 
the heed. By taking spectra of Pennsylvania, But now, he says, 
these stars with ground-based op- this rather labored theory can be 
tical tdescopes, Barstow's team tossed out. 
cari detemine their tempera- 
tures: Stars' spectra contain gaps SCie~t i f i~  RBSOUICBI 
caused by the absorption ofradia- Center C10seb 
tion by hydrogen, and these "ab- For 14 years, journalists in need 
sorption lines" vary with mass of scientific sources have tumed 
and temperature. to a New York City organization 

The hottest white dwarf in this that provided the names of ex- 
survey resolves a heated theo- perts in everything from particle 
retical debate. To explain the physics to environmental catas- 
lack of such stars, some theorists trophes. But since May, the Sci- 

will appear in an upcoming issue 
entists' Institute for hrblic In- of P h  Cell Reports. 
formation (SIPI) has hid off all The GFP gene and a gene of 
but four of: its 26 staff members, interest are both turned on be- 
and b t  month president Alan cause they lie in a DNA sequence 
McGowan said it is "phasing out under control of a single promoter, 
of existence" by the year's end. a genetic "on-off" swi& Bther 

Established in 1963, SIPI has reporter genes have be& tried 
worked to brdge the gap between with plants, Niedz says, but the 
the scientific community and assays ofien destroy dai eel1 or 
the pubiic by publishing reports the ' ' 

and pamphlets, and by sponsor- 

C ing meetings for journalists on, 
topics as diverse as national secu- 
rity and child development. In : 
1980, it began a media mowe . 
service that last year r e f 4  
5090 callers to a database af 
30,000 scientists. 

McGowan says the nonprofit, 8- *. l& g& of. -1 
which had an operating budget of protein lights up an orange cell. 
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