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USDA Science Suffers nal vote on Amador and several b h s h i p  has dslayed some new Again, Army Shuns 
From Political Casualw other USDA nominees w initkaives, says Kemeth Farrell, AIDS Peer Review 
A plant pathologist nominated blocked by Senator Jesse H e h  vice president for agriculture and To the delight of AIDS research- 
for the top science pa~t at the (RX). Helms had informed - &resmrcwh & Univer- ers, the Department of Defense 
U.S. Department of Agriculture &en-USA Secretary Mike Espy sity of California (UC) system. (DOD) last winter decided to 
(WSDA) has withdrawn frma & would release the holds Fa instance, he says, UC has spend $20 million on peer-re- 
considemtion, keeping anty after Espy rein- postponed mbmisthg grant ap- v i e d  reseatch rather than a 
in limbo new agency- , stated a USDA em- p l b t i o ~ ~  to WDiA for "basic cmgressionally earmarked AIDS 
s p r , d  resewh M-: ployee ttamkmd after studies that n d  CQ be done" on vaccine test But some research- 
tsatives at the &a+&. publicly opping ben- how envi-tal regulations ers aren't so happy anyino~e: 

: h m d - v t  : ,; efits for partners a f  gay affect @d& production. DOD now plans tospendhalf the 
TemAr&W%'; employees. Esprp did re- The rehason: tJSDA:s science d- money on a project that b+ 

persivs f& K&d* btate the employ* fice has yet to &culate a K ~ l ~  the peer-review system. 
*'pZe>ident ,clintonls pi& : but only after Amador set of priorities" f a d - h ,  Last year, the National hti- 

kjWDAls; ::&f&, had bailed at. FarreM says. tutes a f  Health and the Food and 
-&%*' Edu&tion division, Perhaps the Earlier this week &midor re- Drug Administration critic@ 

a, statement that he has 1'- wi~ be schoo~s that med to I& pk- as diream DODs plan to spend $20 miliion 
~Idefbrkdthandf8H1- money from the science office, of Texas A a d  M's %xbco w- to test a therapeutic AIDS vac- 

. But ohex which spends abwt $1.1 billion a search center, Pks &r cine made by Cofmectiu1tvs 
cfalyded his nominatiQn 4- year m research. While estab- USDAscjeneem&&iee, M k f f i d y s  I*., whkch had 
&mgh the Senate held i d r -  Ibhd gmgmm h i d  conhue person says the agency h lobbied to get the o- atrpm- 
mation hearings in Augw, a fi- apetn&xI, the dce 's  lack of tsolbng for candidates. priation ( S c i m ,  16 AM1 1993, 

Ukranians Seek Cash, Soviet Union's demise, / 
Companions for voyag@ LJhdnian biolmts no 
For a rourisr I& fm.a pl&, 1- have &amel :j 
sure -a $lfii~W tick& Wr their sam& m & 
ride w a b i a i a h  resear&- Yavilov; &&.goal now, 

scientists. 

Weeks since PCAST members were announced: 10 

October in Washington, D.C. The agenda for the long-awaited meeting 
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