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LETTERS

Space Station, a.k.a.
“Project Vampire”'?

It is becoming increasingly evident that a
large space station—U.S. or internation-
al—has taken on a political life of its own
without any substantive purpose remotely
commensurate with its cost. Within the
prevailing budgetary climate, it is virtually
certain that continuation of the develop-

"ment of a space station will diminish our

progress in space science, space applica-
tions, and aeronautics.

Faced with this expectation, a colleague
has suggested a descriptive name for the
space station program—Project Vam-
pire—a term with at least three appropriate
meanings. First, it refers to the mythical
creature that sucks the blood from innocent
victims (the scientific community) while
they sleep. Second, the short form “vamp”
means a seductive female who victimizes
gullible males (members of the Congress
and the general public without distinction
as to gender). Third, the word “vampire”
might be considered an acronym for the
Van Allen-Memorial Permanently Inhabit-
ed Research Emporium, in honor of this
writer’s persistent and, thus far, unheeded
criticism of the space station development.

' James A. Van Allen
Department of Physics and Astronomy,
University of lowa,

lowa, City, IA 52242-1479, USA

Ordering Organisms

How curious that Ernst Mayr (Letters, 10
June, p. 1519) should taxonomize the sys-
tems for ordering organisms into “Darwini-
an” (Linnean) and “Hennigian” (cladistic).
Darwin had no use for Linnaeus’ method, as
his letters to G. Waterhouse in 1843 clearly
show (1).

Most aythors say it is an endeavour to discover
the laws according to which the Creator has
willed to produce organized beings—But what
empty high-sounding sentences these are—it
does not mean order in time of creation, nor
propinquity to any one type, as man.—in fact it
means just nothing. According to my opinion,
(which 1 give everyone leave to hoot at ...)
classification consists in grouping beings accord-
ing to their actual relationship, ie their consan-
guinity, or descent from common stocks. . . . All
rules for a natural classification are futile until you
can clearly explain, what you are aiming at. (Italics
in the original)
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Hennig’s system (cladistics) is con-
cerned with order of time in “creation” as
well as strict propinquity of descent, which
the Linnean system is not. The Linnean
system has no underlying philosophy, as
Linnaeus’ contemporary critics pointed out
(2). Darwin did not invent cladistics, but
these and other documents show that he
would have been more sympathetic to Hen-
nig’s views than to Linnaeus’ vapid formal-
ization of Aristotelian taxonomy.

The occasion for Mayr’s letter was a
Random Samples item (25 Mar., p. 1688)
that appeared to group the Permian synap-
sid Cotylorhynchus among the mammals. It
is not'a mammal and not a mammalian
ancestor, and this question has nothing to
do with cladistics or Linnaeus. Most of the
mammalian characteristics Mayr discusses
in this respect cannot even be determined
in fossils. Contrary to what Mayr says, Cot-
ylorhynchus is not (and never was) a reptile,
but a synapsid; it does not belong to the
“Pelycosauria,” which Mayr italicizes as if it
were a genus or species; “Pelycosauria,” un-
less rigidly circumscribed to Dimetrodon and
a few other forms, is not even a monophy-
letic taxon.

If Mayr thinks that “both systems of
classifying are legitimate,” he might try to
get a National Science Foundation grant to
taxonomize using the Linnean system.
Meanwhile, Darwin’s name should not be
invoked to endorse a system that he regard-
ed as an abhorrent convention.

Kevin Padian

Department of Integrative Biology,
University of California,

Berkeley, CA 94720, USA
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Gap Junctions and Intercellular
Communications

In their report “Unidirectional coupling of
gap junctions between neuroglia” (12 Nov.
1993, p. 1072), Stephen R. Robinson et al.
report that the low molecular weight dyes
Lucifer yellow and biocytin pass readily
from astrocytes to oligodendrocytes (in the
myelinated band of rabbit retina), but rarely
pass in the other direction. As a possible
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